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nPEnroBOP 

BbAzapux e pa3noAO>keHa 8 tozou3moHHama vacm Ha 
EBponeuckufl koumuHenm Bbpxy mepumopux om 111 
000 kB. kM. HaceAeHuemo u 6pou 9 000 000 gyuiu, om 
koumo 8,6 MUAuona ca xpucmuxnu (om opmogokcaA- 
ho 6epou3no6egaHue - 8 350 000, kamoAuu,u - 100 
000, npomecmanmu - 50 000) u 400 000 MtoctOAManu. 
Flo mepumopuz u uaceAenue BbAzapua e na 12 -mo 
Mficmo cpeg 50-me cmpanu 6 EBpona. Tasu cpaBnu- 
meAHO zomma eBponeucka gbp>ka6a gockopo 6e MaAko 
no3Hama 6 cBema - necbMHeu pe3yAmam om pa3geA%- 
Hemo na Cmapux konmuHenm MeAgy 1945 - 1989 z. u 
novmu nbAHama 3azy6a na cyBepeuumema Ha u3mon- 
HoeBponeuckume cm pan u. Pa3- 
pyuiaBaHemo na CbBemckux 
6Aok, cpeguu^Homo noAo>keHue 
na mepumopunma u 8 cmuka 
Me>kgy EBpona u A3ux, ozpoM- 
Hutim npoMULUAen u ceAckoc- 
monancku nomenu.uaA 6e3 hu- 
kakBo cbMnenue ompeAgam na 
BbAzapux B dbgew^e gaAev no- 
3HamjMa poA% B o6m,oeBpo- 
neuckomo pasBumue. 

B ceMeucmBomo na eBpo- 
neuckume gbpAaBu BbAzapux 
omgaBna e no3nama c nxkoAko 
ynukaAHu (pakmu om neuHomo 
MunaAO. Tx e nbpBama yuumap- 
Ha gbp>ka6a B EBpona, noxBuAa 
ce na noAumtmeckama kapma 
na koHmunenma 6 632 z. u e 
eguHcmBenama om gbp>ka6u- 
me, Bb3HuknaAU 6 Pannomo 
cpegnoBekoBue, gotkuBma go 
Hatuu gnu c uMemo, c koemo e 
Cb3gagena. BbAzapckama gbp- 
>ka6a e nbpBama (893 z.) u nag 
nemupu Beka eguncmBenama, 
kofimo Bb6e>kga cbc sakon usuc- 
kBanemo nucMenufim u e3uk Ha 
gbpAaBnama BAacm u na xpuc- 
muxHckama u,bpk6a ga 6bge ca- 
mo zoBopuMuxm uapogeu e3uk. 

Ho moBa, c koemo 6bAzapume c npaBo ce zopgesm 
e, ve B mexHume 3eMu npegu u egHoBpeMenno c ugBa- 
nemo um myk 6 mevenue na xuA%goAemu% ca npotibcp- 
mxBaAu Bcunku zoAeMU eBponeucku kyAmypu (popMu- 
paAu CbBpeMennama u,u8uAU3anuft. 




PREFACE 

Bulgaria, situated in the southeastern part of 
Europe and with an area of 111,000 square 
kilometers has a population of 9 million 
inhabitants and is 12th among the 50 coun- 
tries in Europe in terms of area and population. 
Out of the 9 million inhabitants 8.6 million are 
Christians (Eastern Orthodox denomination - 
8,350,000; Catholics - 100,000; Protestants - 
50,000) and 400,000 are Moslems. Until 
recently this comparatively large European 
country was little known in the world no doubt 
because of the division of the Old Continent 

since the end of World War 
II when East European coun- 
tries had practically lost 
their sovereignty to the time 
of the fall of the Berlin Wall 
in 1989. No doubt after the 
break up of the Soviet bloc, 
this crossroads between 
Europe and Asia, and a 
region with a vast industrial 
and agricultural potential 
will lead to a much greater 
role of Bulgaria in the future 
development of Europe as a 
whole. 

For a long time now 
Bulgaria has been known in 
Europe with several unique 
facts of her past. Bulgaria 
was the first unitary state in 
Europe; it appeared on the 
political map of the conti- 
nent in 632 ; it was the only 
one among the states, found- 
ed in the Early Middle Ages 
to have kept its original 
name to the present day. 
The Bulgarian state (893) 
was the first state where 
administration and the 
Christian church used the 
vernacular in writing and in 
the liturgy for over four centuries under its 
laws. 

However what Bulgarians particularly take 
pride in is that all major European civiliza- 
tions, which have shaped the contemporary 
world, have flourished here over the millenia. 
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Pa>kgaHemo Ha MoBeiukama u,u8uAU3a- 
u,u5i 6 nAaHemapeH Maiu,a6 ce npue/via, He 
e cmaHaAO c HacmbnBaHemo Ha HoBoka- 
MeHHama enoxa 6 VII-VI xuA.np.Xp. Om 
cbGupameAcmBo Ha 6Aaeama Ha npupo- 
gama HoBeHecmBomo npeMUHaBa kb/w 
npou36ogcm6o - 3e/v\egeAue, ckomoBbg- 
cmBo, no-kbCHO pygogo6u6, MemaAyp- 
eua, /v\emaAoo6pa6omka. 

CM^ma ce, ne pauoHbm, 6 koumo 3a 
nbpBu nbm ca ce poguAu me3u npo- 
i^ecu, BkAK)M6a mepumopuu B Bau3- 
kua l/|3mok u K)203anagHa EBpona 
Me>kgy 1/lpaHckomo riAamo u BaA- 
kanckufl noAyocmpoB. Kamo Hacm 
om mo3u apeaA 6bA2apckume 3eMu 
cmaBam apeHa, Bbpxy koflmo 6 meneHue 
Ha H^koAko xuA5igoAemufl HacmbnBann 
cbg6oHOCHu 3a 6bgeLu 1 emo Ha cBema om- 
kpumufl, npo/vteHu, pasBumue. 

Hau-aoAflMorno 3AamHO cbk- 
po6uuj,e om ma3u enoxa e omk- 
pumo 6 HekponoA om V 
xuA.np.Xp. kpau MepHOMopckus 
epag BapHa. CbcmaBeHO e om 
ykpaweHua u 3Hau,u Ha BAacm, 
noAO>keHu 6 2po6o6eme na ha- 
koAko om noape6aHume. 06- 
ujpmo meeAo Ha 3AamHume 
npegMemu e kb/v\. 7 ka. I~lep- 
4>ekmHama rnexnuka, c koamo 
ca u3pa6omeHu ykpaweHUflima, 
CMauBa u cbBpe/vteHHume 3Aa- 
mapu. Makap u c no-MaAko 
meaAo, BneHamA^Bau^u ca u 
3AamHume Haxogku om gpyau pauoHu Ha 
cmpaHama, omkpumu 6 nocAegHO Bpe- 
Me. 

Kou ca Hapogume, >ku- 
BeAu 6 me3u BpeMeHa no 
6bAaapckume 3e/v\u? 3a cb- 





Clay figurine from the fell of the village of Karanovo, Sliven district 
Middle New Stone Age, 



Clay mask adorned with golden objects; unearthed from grave N? 
3 in a late Chatcoiifhic necropolis near Varna; 4th Millennium BC, 



The New Stone Age ( 7th- 

6th millennium) BC is considered the 

beginning of civilization worldwide. 

From hunter - gatherers humankind 

had begun to cultivate land, had 

become to breed livestock, and 

later, to extract and separate 

ores and work metals. 

The region where these 
processes emerged for the 
first time included the lands 
in the Middle East and 
Southwest Europe between 
the Iranian Plateau and the 
Balkan Peninsula. As part of 
this area in the course of sev- 
eral millennia the Bulgarian lands 
became an arena of discoveries, 
changes and development of crucial 
importance for the future of the 
world. 

The largest gold treasure 
from that period was found 
in a 5th millennium BC 
necropolis near Varna, a city 
at the Black Sea. The treas- 
ure consists of jewelry and 
insignia laid in several buri- 
als. The total weight of the 
gold object - bracelets, 
appliques, a crosier, etc. - is 
about 7 kilograms. The per- 
fect technique has amazed 
even modern goldsmiths. 
Today recent gold finds from 
other areas in Bulgaria are just as 
impressive although the quantity of 
gold is less. 

Who peoples inhab- 
ited the Bulgarian lands 
in those days? 



>kaAeHue uMCHama Ha nbpBume eBpo- 
neuu,u ca u BepoamHo u^e ocmahiam He- 
usBecmHu. nucMenocmma 6ce ouu,e He e 
6uAa no3Hama, a Hflkou 3Hauu, omkpumu 
no aAUHenu nAonku om ma3u enoxa, ca- 
mo 6eAe>kam onumu ga ce cbsgage nbp- 
6ama nuc/vieHocm 6 MoBeiukama ucmo- 
pusi. Onumu, koumo oneBugHO He ca 
goBeAu go tuupoko pa3npocm- 
paHeHue u naAaeaHe Bbpxy no- 
aoAeMu HoBeixiku Macu kamo 
cpegcmBo 3a koMyHukai^ufl u 3a- 
nuc Ha MoBeaiku onum. 

B 3aM3Ha Ha moBa 3nae/v\ kak ca 
>ku6eAu u kak e 6uao opaanu3upaHO 
oGumecmBomo um. Xopama om OHe- 
3u gaAeMHu xuAflgoAemua, noHu myk, 
6 6bA2apckume 3e/v\u, HanycHaAu neLu,e- 
pume u 3anoMHaAu ga Cb3ga6/viam aoAe/viu 
ceAuu^a B paBnuHume. l/l36upaAu Mflcmo 
go Hucmu, meHamu Bogu, kpau koumo 
mpfl66aAo ga uMa nAogopogHu 3Cmu u 
nacuu^a. XuAuiu,ama 6uau egHoema>kHu, 
om gbpBo, MHoao necmo c gbpBeHU no- 
goBe, Oc|)opMUAume ce yAuu,u 6uau noc- 
muAaHu c MakbA. HepasgeAHa nacm om 
Boika kbma 6uAa omonAumeAHama 
new, u 602am goMaiueH UHBeHrnap, 
om koumo go gHec ca ou,eAeAu u 
omkpuBaHu npu apxeoAoauMecku 
pa3konku 6oaamo ykpacenume u c 
HeBepoflirma nAacmuka goMaiunu 
kepaMUMHu cbgoBe u pa3Hoo6- 
pa3HU cenuBa u uHcmpy/v\eHmu. 
U^Aomo ceAume e 6uao oepage- 
ho cbc 3eMAeH BaA, nag koumo ce 
e usBucflBaAa gbpBeHa cmeHa (6 
MHoao pegku cAynau u 6 no-kbCHu- 
me nepuogu cmenama e 6uAa om 
ka/vibk). 

>Ku6ombm Ha me3u ceAuma e npo- 
gbA>kaBaA no HflkoAko xuAsigoAemufl, a 
CAeg rrmxHomo u32ap^He (cAynauHume 
no>kapu ca 6uau necmo aBAeHue 6 masu 
no>kapoonacHa cpega), oc- 
maHkume um ca 6uau 3a- 
paBH5i6aHu u Bbpxy m^ix ca 
ce u32pa>kgaAu omHoBo. B 





Clay vessel with three pipes, village of Karanovo, Sfiven district Early 

New Stone Age 

Marble human figurine, Late Copper Age. 



Unfortunately we do not know the 
names of the first Europeans. 
Probably they will remain unknown. 
No script existed and some signs on 
clay tablets from that period show 
just an effort to invent the earliest 
script in human history. Evidently 
such attempts did not 
become wide spread. This 
"script" failed to become a 
means of communica- 
tions and recording of the 
human experience. 

Instead we know how 
those peoples lived and 
the organization of their 
communities. In those dis- 
tant days people, at least 
those in what are the present 
Bulgarian lands, left the caves and 
started establishing settlements in the 
plains. They chose sites next to clean 
running water, which were surround- 
ed by fertile lands and pastures. The 
dwellings were one-story structures, 
made of wood and usually with 
wooden floor. The streets were 
covered with gravel. The hearth- 
furnace and a variety of house- 
hold vessels, among them pot- 
tery and implements have sur- 
vived. Archaeological excava- 
tions have yielded lavishly 
decorated vessels which were 
an integral part of each house. 
Earthenwork defences enclosed 
the settlement and a pallisade I 
(seldom in later periods it was a 
stone wall) rose over it. 

Life in such settlements contin- 
ued for several millennia and when 
they were consumed by flames ( fires 
were frequent a fire-prone environ- 
ment), the rubble was smoothed and 
the structure was 
rebuilt. As a result of this 
superimposition of lay- 
ers accumulated over a 



pe3yAmam Ha me3u nocAegoBameAHu 
HanAacm^BaHu^i npe3 eguH npogbA>ku- 
meAeH nepuog - nonakoea 06x630^01 
nepuogume Ha HeoAuma, xaAkoAuma, 
6pOH3o6ama u paHHO>keAA3Hama eno 
xa (Vlll-VM xuA.np.Xp.) ca ce o6pa3y- 
BaAu oepoMHu mo2uau c oiupomma 
npu ocHoBama go 250 m u BuconuHa 15 
m. HanAacm^6aHU5ima ce cbcmoflm om 
pa3BaAUHu na ^uauoi^, aAuneHu cbgoBe, 
opbgufl Ha mpyga u ca ak>6um o6ekm Ha 
apxeoAOsume om BbAaapim u u^a cBsm. 
BAecnrmo^ama npaucmopimecka u,u- 
6uAU3au,ufl 6 6bA2apckume 3e/v\u, l^uBuau- 
3au,u5ima Ha ni>pBume e8poneuu,u 6a6Ho 
3aaAbx6a kbM kpa^ Ha Bmopomo xuA^go- 
Aemue np.Xp. HoBu nAewena, ugBau^u 
om ceBep u om \oz f pa3mbpc6am c npu- 
CbcmBuemo cu 3e/v\ume okoAO EaAkaHu- 
me u gaBam mAacbk Ha pa36umuemo na 
egHa HoBa u,u6uAU3au,u5i. 




ong period, from the Neolithic, the 
Chalcolithic, Bronze Age forming 
large early Iron Age tells (8th- 
2nd millennium BC), up to 
250 meters wide at the base 
and 15 meters high. The 
occupational layers comprise 
rubble from dwellings, pottery, 
implements which have attract- 
ed archaeologists, both from 
Bulgaria and abroad . 

The brilliant prehistoric civilization 
in the Bulgarian lands, the civilization 
of the first Europeans slowly declined 
towards the end of the 2nd millenni- 
um BC. New tribes coming from north 
and south, settled in the Balkans and 
gave an impetus to the development 
of a new civilization. 




U,l/IBI/IAI/l3AU,l/m 

HA TPAKI/I 

l/I MAKEAOHU,U 



Koaamo cmaHe gy/v\a 3a 
mpakuucka u,u6uAU3au,ufl, 6 
cb3HaHuemo Ha 6ceku u3nAy- 
6am g6e u/wena Ha mpaku, 
6Ae3Au 6 aoAfl/vtama cBemoB- 
Ha ucmopua u kyAmypa. To- 
6a Ha Cnapmak - npoHymu- 
5\m aAaguamop, Bogan na 
Hau-aoAsiMomo po6cko 6bc- 
maHue 6 Ho6eiukama ucmopufl, nocma- 
6ua Ha koAeHe Pum u mo 6 enoxama Ha 
Hau-aoA5!Momo My M02biu,ecm6o, u UMe- 
mo Ha Opcj>eu - 6o>kecm6eHusim My3u- 
kaHm, huaitio /v\y3uka o/wauBa gopu gu- 
6ume 36epo6e, u egHo6pe/vieHHO c mo6a 
e cb3gameA na 3aaagbMHa cj)UAococ|)Ufl. 

Ho npuHOCbm Ha mpakume 6 c6e- 
mo6Hama u 1 u6uAU3au 1 usR He ce U3nepn6a c 
me3u g6e u/vieHa. 

Kou ca, koea u kak ca ce nofl6uAu 
6 E6pona? Kak6a 6pa3ga ca oc- 
maBuAu 6 noBewkama ucmo- 
pufl? Koaa u 3aiup ca cac3au om 
ucmopuneckama cu,eHa? 

Tpakume HaceA5^6am gHeiu- 
Hume 6bAaapcku 3e/viu om kpa^ 
HaXIIIB. Hp.Xp. go VII 6. CA.Xp., 
m.e. 8 meMeHue Ha g6e xuA^go- 
Aemufl. B gneiuHume GbAaapcku 
3eisAu ca na/viupa ^gpomo na mo- 
3u cmpaHeH u goHsikbge 3aaagb- 
neH Hapog, ho mpakuucku nAe/weHa Ha- 
ceA^Bam u nacmu om gpyau cbBpe/vieHHu 
u apaHUMeu^u c EbAzapua gbp>ka6u - 1/1 3- 
moMHa TpakuH u CeBepeH AnagoA, Ce- 
6epHa nbpu,u5i, l/l3moHHa MakegoHusi, 
KD>kHa Py/wbHiifl u fOaou3moMHa Vkpau- 
na. Xepogom 33516516a, Me mpakume ca 
Hau-/v\H02o6pouHUflm Ha- 
pog Ha c6ema CAeg uHguu- 
u,ume, 3a cb>kaAeHue me He 
Cb3ga6am c6oh nuc/we- 





Votie tablet depicting the Thracian Horseman; 2nd or 3rd c. AD. 



THE CIVILIZATION 
OF THRACIANS 

AND 
MACEDONIANS 

Speaking of the Thracian 
civilization calls to mind 
two Thracians whose names 
went down in world history 
and culture. One is 

Spartacus, the famous glad- 
iator who led the largest 
revolt of slaves in human 
history and brought Rome, then in its 
heyday to its knees; the other is 
Orpheus, the divine musician whose 
music enchanted even beasts and was 
founder of a mystic philosophy. 

Yet the Thracian contribution to 
world civilization is not confined to 
those two names alone. 

Who were the Thracians? When 
and how did they appear in Europe? 
What trail have they left in human 
history? When and why did 
they leave the scene of his- 
tory? 

The Thracians inhabited 
what is now Bulgaria from 
late 13th BC to 7th century 
AD, i.e. in the course of two 
millennia. The core of those 
intriguing and somewhat 
mysterious people was in 
what is now Bulgaria 
although Thracian tribes had 
inhabited parts of states with which 
Bulgaria now has a common border: 
Eastern Thrace, Northern Anatolia, 
Northern Greece, Eastern Macedonia, 
Southern Romania and Southeastern 
Ukraine. Herodotus wrote that but 
for the Indians the Thracians were the 

second largest people in 
the world in numbers . 
Regrettably they did not 
invent an alphabet and 



Hocm u Bcimko, koemo 3HaeM sa rrmx ce 
gbA>ku, Ha pa3ka3ume Ha aHmuMHurne 
apbi^ku u AamuHcku nucameAu. A He e u 
oco6eHO MHoaocAoBeH e3ukbm na na- 
/v\emHuu,ume, koumo ca hu ocmaBuAu, 
u3pa65iHu gnec om 6bA2apckume, a u 
om pyckume, pyMbHckume, apbu,- 
kume apxeoA03u. 

Ao cpegama Ha IV 6. mpaku- 
me >ku6eAu pa3geAeHU Ha 

MH0206p0UHU HAGMeHa, Boi- 

ko om koumo 6uao caMOcmo- 
5imeAHa gbp>ka6a, cpaBHu- 
meAHO u30AupaHO om cb6u- 
muflma, pasBuBaix^u ce 6 3e/wu~ 
me Ha H3moHHomo CpeguseM- 
HOMopue - Bogeiupmo oeHULL^e Ha 
MoBeiukama mj6uAU3au,im 6 ma3u eno- 
xa. ToAflMomo npomuBoGopcmBo, 3a- 
noMHaAO 6 6 kpafl na VI u HanaAomo Ha V 
B.np.Xp. Me>kgy riepcus u apbi^kusi cB^m, 
nocmeneHHO BbBAakAO u mpakume 6 
cBemoBHama ucmopufl. Ha gBa ntmu 3e- 
Mume Ha mpakume 6uau npekocenu om 
oapoMHama nepcuucka ap/viufl. 
BegHb>k npu noxoga na A a P u ^ 
cpeiuy ckumume 6 513 a.np.Xp. 
u Bmopu nbm npu noxogume 6 
490 u 480 a.np.Xp. Tpakuuckume 
nAe/weHa, >kuBeeu|u 6 3e/vtume, 
npes koumo MUHaBaAu nepcu- 
me, ce npuHy>kgaBaAu ga um ce 
nogMUH^Bam. ToBa poguAo 6 
2AaBama Ha noHe eguH om nAe- 
MeHHume Bo>kgoBe uge^ma ga 
oGeguHu Bcunku mpakuucku 
nAeMeHa 6 egna gbp>ka6a. Me>k- 
gy 480 u 470 z. np.Xp. Bo>kgbm 1 
Ha ogpucume o6eguHUA nAe/v\e- 
Hama 6 u3moHHama u K»kHama nacm Ha 
gHeiUHume 6bAaapcku 3eMu 6 apaHut^u- 
me Ha egna gbp>ka6a, Hapenena Ogpuc- 
ko L^apcmBo. /\o kpaa Ha V 6. HacAegHu- 
L^ume /v\y Cnapagok, CumaAk u CeBm yc- 
neAu ga npucbeguH^m kb/v\ 
gbp>ka6ama nonmu Bcum- 
ku mpakuucku nAeMeHa - 
uskAKDMeHue npaBeAu caMO 





The Borovo treasure. 
Gold ewer, item of the treasure found at Vratsa; 4th c, BC. 



what is known about them has been 
recorded by ancient Greek and 
Roman writers. Moreover the lan- 
guage of monuments of the Thracians 
which have come down to us and 
found by Bulgarian, Russian, 
Romanian and Greek archae- 
ologists is laconic. 

Up to the I mid-6th 
century BC the Thracians 
were divided into many 
tribes. Each tribe was a 
state by itself which was 
relatively isolated from 
developments in the 
Mediterranean East . At the 
time in the Mediterranean East 
was the leading cradle of human 
civilization. The great conflict which 
arose in late 6th and early 5th centu- 
ry BC between Persia and the Greek 
world by and by involved the 
Thracians in world history. Twice 
innumerable Persian armies crossed 

the lands of 
Thracians. First it 
was Darius' 

campaign 
against the 

Scythians in 513 
BC; and sec- 
ond, the cam- 
paigns in 490 
and 480 BC. 
The Thracian 
tribes living in 
the lands which 
the Persians 

crossed were 

forced to yield. This led the Thracian 
Chiefs to unite into one state. 
Between 480 and 470 BC the chief- 
tain of the Odrysae united the tribes 
in the eastern and southern part of 
what is now Bulgaria and 
formed a state called the 
Odrysaen Kingdom. To 
the end of the 5th centu- 



Hau-3anagHiime nACMeHa, pe6Hu6o omc- 
mo^Bau^u cBoama He3a6ucuMocm. 

B cpegama na IV 6., yHumapHama Be- 
ne mpakuucka gbp>kaBa, pbkoBogena om 
Komuc, gocmu2HaAa Hau-aoAAMomo cu 
MoabmecmBo, ycmaHoBflBauku koHmpoA 
Hag ceBepHomo kpau6pe>kue Ha Eeeucko 
u MpaMopno Mope, kakrno u no aanag- 
hua 6p^e Ha MepHo Mope. Ho c6AbCbkbm 
u c MakegoHckama gbp>ka6a 6ua (j)ama- 
AeH 3a eguHcmBomo u. H^koAko pewu- 
meAHu noxoga HaOuAun II MakegoHcku 
u cuHa My - BeAukusi AAekcaHgbp Make- 
goHcku, goBeAu go okynupaHemo Ha 
3HaMumeAHU nacmu om OgpuHckomo 
u,apcm6o, BkAFonumeAHo u Ha citioaum- 
hua u,eHmbp, pa3noAO>keH kpau Ka3aH- 
Abk, 6 gHeiuHama nponyma AoAUHa Ha 
po3ume. YHumapHama gbp>ka8a ce pa3- 
nagHaAa Ha H^koAko He3eBucuMu i^apcm- 
6a, noBeAu o>kecmoMeHu Bouhu c Make- 
goHckume u,ape. l/l32Ae>kga HeBepoflm- 
ho, ho mpakume u/waAu nbAeH yc- 
nex. MakegoHckume u,a- 
pe, ycmaHoBuAu 

BAacmma cu Hag Pbp- 
i^ua, Flepeufl, Cupua, 
Eaunem, Acf^aHucmaH u 
20A*i/v\a Macm om 1/Ih- 
gua, He ycrmBam ga 
nokop^m Hawu- 
paiu,ama ce 
nog Hoca um 
Tpakim. Te- 
3u npekpacHu 

Bouhul^u npeea3Bam u apMuume Ha u Hac- 
AegHuka" Au3UMax, koMymo ce nagnaAO 
ga ynpaBAsiBa Tpakusi npu pa3geAeHue- 
mo Ha oapoMHama u/wnepufl, cb3gageHa 
om AAekcaHgbp MakegoHcku. 

Kb/vt 260 a.np.Xp. 02po/v\na Macm om 
aaAckume nAe/weHa peiuuAu ga onumam 
kbCMema cu na usmok. Te HaxAyAu 6 
mpakuuckume 3e/v\u u Hflkbge 6 l/ternon- 
Ha Tpakua ocuoBaAu cBoe 
i^apcmBo. He no wa/vko 
onumHu, c/v\eAu u omna^iHu 
6ouu 1 u om mpakume, 3a- 



iK*Mb% 



mmn*%i%. 





The Borovo treasure. Silver rhython with a sphinx-shaped base; 

4th c. BC. 



ry BC his successors Sparadocus, 
Sitalces and Seuthes incorporated 
virtually all Thracian tribes. Only the 
westernmost tribes adamantly upheld 
their independence. 

In mid-4th century the already uni- 
tary Thracian state under Cotys was 
at the height of its might, controlling 
on the northern coasts of the Aegean 
and the Sea of Marmara coast togeth- 
er with the western Black 
Sea coast. 

However, the 
conflict with the 
Macedonian state 
was state was fatal for 
its unity. Several deci- 
sive campaigns of 
Philip II of Macedon 
and his son, Alexander 
the Great, led to the 
occupation of large 
parts of the Odrysaen 
Kingdom, including the 
capital which was near 
Kazanluk, in what is 
today the famous Valley 
of Roses. The unitary state 
disintegrated into several 
independent kingdoms that 
waged fierce wars with the 
Macedonian kings. It seems 
incredible yet the Thracians pre- 
vailed. The Macedonian kings who 
ruled Greece, Persia, Syria, Egypt, 
Afghanistan and most of India could 
not subdue Thrace which was within 
and arm's stretch. The glorious war- 
riors defeated the armies of the "heir" 
Lysimachus who was assigned to rule 
Thrace at the time when the vast 
empire that Alexander the Great was 
divided. 

Ca. 260 BC a large number of the 
Gaelic tribes decided to 
try their luck in the east. 
They invaded the 
Thracian lands and 



nagHoeGponeuckume npuiubAi^u U3gbp- 
>kaAU u,eAu 60 eogunu Ha BpbXAumamume 
au omBcflkbge ygapu Ha MecmHomo Ha- 
ceAeHue. Te 6uau ynuu^okeHu go kpau, 
ho 3acAy>kuAU y6a>keHuemo Ha 6aA- 
kaHckume 6ouu,u c u3kAKMu- 
meAHama cu xpa6pocm. 

ToBa, koemo He ycrmA ga 
nocmuane Humo eguH 3a- 
BoeBameA c npaka cuAa, 
nocmu2HaA Pum c npocAO- 
Bymama cu noAumuka 
"Pa3geA^u u BAageu". Boeu- 
ku ce om gupekmeH BoeHeH 
cGAbCbk c mpakume, PuMckama 
peny6Auka 6b3npueAa makmukama 
Ha nogkpena na egHu mpakuucku gtp- 
>ka6u cpyiuy gpyau. Om oco6ena Ba>k- 
Hocm 6uau cbJ03Hume orrmoiueHUfl c 
Ogpuckomo i^apcmBo. Taka Pum ce 
CAbckaA Ha Sounomo noAe ca/vio c om- 
geAHu mpakuucku nAe- 
Mena, kamo Megume u 
6ecume. Om nbpBomo 
nAe/v\e npou3xo>kga BeAu- 
kunm Cnapmak. 

npeBpbu^auku pbko- 
BogHama Bbpxyiuka Ha 
CbK)3Homo Ogpucko, a u 
Ha gpy2u u,apcm6a, 6 
6e36oAe6u BacaAu, 6 46 
a.CA.Xp. Pum peiuuA noBe- 
ne ga He ce 3auapa6a c 
nrmx u npeBbpHaA Tpakua 
6 puMcka npo6uHu,u^i. To- 
Ba 6ua kpaflm Ha mpa- 
kuuckama noAumunecka 
He3a6ucuMOcm, ho hc u 
kpasim Ha mpakuuckusi na- 
pog. rioAynuAu cmamyma 
Ha nbAHonpaBHu puMcku 
apa>kgaHU, mpakume itiohho 6 nemme 
Beka Ha PuMckama uMnepua gaBam uMe- 
Ha Ha cBemoBHama ucmopusi, koumo u^e 
ce noMHam BeMHo. 1/lMena 
Ha uMnepamopu Ha Pum u 
KoHcmaHmuHonoA - Mak- 
cumuh, lOcmuH, KDcitiuhu- 





Discuses hewn from the rock-wall of the Thraclan rampart at 
Topolovgrad, Yambol district. 

Application from the Letnitza treasure, 4th c.BC. 



founded a kingdom somewhere in 
Eastern Thrace. The west European 
invaders were as steeled, brave and 
desperate soldiers as the Thracian 
and for sixty years parried off the 
attacks of the local population 
coming from all directions. They 
were completely defeated but 
their exceptional bravery won 
them the respect of the Balkan 
warriors . 

What none of the conguerors 
achieved with arms, Rome did 
with the notorious divide-and-rule 
policy. Fearing direct military conflict 
with the Thracians the Roman 
Republic supported some Thracian 
states against other. Relations of 
alliance with the Odrysaen Kingdom 
were of particular importance. So on 
the battlefield Rome had to fight the 
Medi and Bessi, Thracian 
tribes separately. The 
great Spartacus was a 
Mede. 

Once the nobility of 
the allied Odrysaen 
Kingdom and of other 
kingdoms was had 
become weak vassals, 
in 46 AD Rome decided 
to cease courting them 
and made Thrace a 
Roman province. That 
was the end of the 
Thracian political inde- 
pendence but not the 
Thracian people. With 
the status of full- 
fledged Roman citizens 
throughout the five centuries of the 
Roman Empire the Thracians 
endowed world history with names 
that will be remembered forever: 

Maximinus, Justinus, 
Justinian the Great - 
emperors of Rome and 
Constantinople; 



aH BeAiiku, uMeHa Ha BeAuku nbAkoBog- 
u,u - BeAusapuu, Hap3ec, UMeHa na 
cmpoumeAu, npaBucmu, c|)uaococ|)u. 

Ho Bcunko moBa Bene 6 kaHecmBomo 
Ha apa>kgaHu Ha Pum, Ha yHuBepcaAHama 
cBemoBna u/vtnepua. EnriHUHeckomo 
mpakuucko cb3HaHue 6a6HO ne3He, He- 
nogkpeneHO om co6cm6eHa nucMeHa 
mpagui^ua. 1/1 koaamo 6 enoxama Ha Be- 
Aukomo npeceAeHue Ha Hapogume BbA- 
nama Ha BapBapckume HaiuecmBufl 
3aAu6a BaAkaHcku5i noAyocmpoB, 
mpakume cnogeAam cbgGama 
na puMckume apa>kganu Ha 
noAyocmpoBa. Macm om max 
saauBam, sau^umaBauku go- 
MaiuHume cu o^Hu\^a, gpy- 
au ce u3ceA6am kbM aoAe- 
Mume HenpeB3emu apagc- 
ku neHmpoBe KoHcmaH- 
muHonoA u CoAyH. Ca/v\o 
MaAka Hacm, aAaBHo >kumeAu Ha 
Bucokume nAaHunu, u^e gonakam 6bAaa- 
pume u CAaB^Hume 6 VI - VII 6., 3a ga ce 
CAeflm c max 6 GbAaapckama Hapog- 
Hocm. 

/\bA6oka CAega 6 cBemoBHama ucmo- 
pua ocmaBfl oiu,e egun Hapog, >ku6*iA 
npe3 aHmuMHama enoxa 6 GbAaapckume 
3e/v\u. ToBa ca gpeBHume MakegoHi^u, 
ycneAu 3a kpamko Bpe/we ga npoMeHsm 
ucmopuHeckomo pa36umue 6 3e/wume 
Ha l/hmoHHomo Cpegu3eMHO/v\opue u 
BaAkaHume. B HanaAoma Ha I xuA.np.Xp. 
me saeMam 3eMume /v\e>kgy goAHO- 
mo meneHue Ha pekai Mecma u Ox- 
pug, peka Bucmpuu,a u aopHomo 
meneHue Ha peka Bapgap. Flpoioxo- 
gbm um e oneBugHO om MecmHu aB- 
moxmoHHu nAe/weHa, 6AU3ku go mpa- 
kume u uAupurne. ErrmuMecku gpeB- 
Hume MakegoHL^u H^/v\aAu Huiup oGiup 
c abpu,ume, e3ukbm um 6ua cbBceM pa3~ 
AUMeH u moBa om6eAfl36am Bcunku aH- 
muMHu nucameAu, 3aHUMa- 
BaAu ce c rrmx. 3amo6a 
sBynu Hecepuo3Ho cmpe- 
Me>kbm Ha cbBpeMeHHama 





Thracian bas-relief on rock from Sozopol, Burgas region. 

Bronze helmet Thracian type, village of Kovachevtsi, Blagoevgrad 

district 4th c. BC, 



Belisarius and Narses - great generals; 
engineers, law-makers and philoso- 
phers. 

All this the Thracians achieved as 
citizens of Rome, of the universal 
world empire. The Thracian ethnic 
identity slowly declined , without the 
support of a written tradition . So 
when during the Great migration of 
Peoples the wave of barbarian incur- 
sions swept the Balkan 
Peninsula, the Thracian 
destiny was not different 
from that of the Roman 
citizens on the peninsu- 
la. Some of them died 
defending their homes; 
others moved to the 
large urban centers, 
Constantinople and 

Salonika, which had not 
wet fallen . A small number only 
of highlanders remained and were 
there when the Bulgars and Slavs 
came in the 6th-7th century to fuse 
with them and form the Bulgarian 
nationality. 

Another people which inhabited 
the present day Bulgarian lands in 
Antiquity has likewise left an indelible 
trail in world history. The ancient 
Macedonians succeeded in redirect- 
ing the course of history in the 
Mediterranean East and the Balkans 
for a short time. In the early 1st 
millennium BC the Macedonians 
settled between the lower course 
of the river Mesta and Ochrid, 
the river Bistritsa and the upper 
course of the river Vardar. 
Apparently their origin is to be traced 
to local tribes kindred to the 
Thracians and lllyrians. Ethnically the 
ancient Macedonians had nothing in 

common with the 
Greeks; their language 
was utterly different as 
recorded by all ancient 



epbi^ka gbp>ka6a 6 cnopa cu c Hau-KD>kHa- 
ma 6u6iua JoaocAaBcka penyGAuka cbc 
cmoAUL^a Ckonue, HapekAa ce Makego- 
hua, ga npegcmaBu HauMeHoBaHuemo 
kamo noceaameAcmBo Bbpxy 
n 2p"bu,komo ucmopimecko nac- 
AegcmBo". /\pe6Hume 2bpu,u 
kameeopuMHo ompuMaAu ga 
uMam Heiup oGiup c Make- 
goHu,ume. BnponeM cno- 
pbm e Hecbcmo^meAeH u 3a 
gpymama cmpaHa - HaceAe- 
Huemo Ha peny6Aukama Cbc 
cmoAUL^a Ckonue e om ne- 
cbMHeH 6bAaapcku npousxog u 
eg6a om 1 944 a. e HapeneHO "/vta- 
kegoHu,u" 6 paMkume u npakmu- 
kama Ha TumoBa KDaocAaBua ga 
ce cbsgaBam Hai^uu Ha 6a3ama Ha 
usnoBagBaHama peAU2ua, uau Ha nauMe- 
HoBaHuemo Ha 2eo2pacf)ckanria oGAacm. 
Ta3u npakmuka, npugu36ukaHa om BbH- 
luho- uau BbrnpeoiHonoAumuMecku npu- 
huhu, 6 kpauHa CMemka go6e>kga go 
kbpBaBume Bouhu, CbnbmcmBau^u 
pa3nagaHemo na KDaocAaBua CAeg 
kpaxa Ha koMynucmuMeckama cuc- 
meMa. 

OGu^ecmBeHomo ycmpoucmBo Ha 
MakegoHckomo oGa^ecmBo He ce 
pa3AUMaBa no huo^o om oGiMecm- 
BeHomo ycmpoucmBo Ha mpaku- 
me, ocBeH ne 6uao 6au30 cmoAemue 
no-paHo om mpakume (okoAO 640 a. 
np.Xp.) mo cb3gaAO eguHHa gbp>ka- 
Ba, 6 koamo MakegoHckume i^ape 
u/viaAu a6coAK>mHa BAacm. BnAe- 
meHa 6 apbkonepcuuckume u Me>k- 
gyoco6eHume apbu,ku Bouhu 6 VI - IV 6. 
np.Xp., u3numaAa u egHO gpaMamuMHo 
HaiuecmBue Ha mpakume 6 enoxama Ha 
u,ap CumaAk, Makegonua go>ku6^Aa 
36e3gHu^i cu nac, koaamo Ouauh II Make- 
goHcku noeA npecmoAa. 

OcHoBHama u^a Ha Ou- 
Aun II u HacAeguAUfl ao He- 
20B cuh AAekcangbp Ma- 
kegoHcku 6uao U32pa>kga- 





A jug from the Thracian silver treasure, village ofRogozen, Vratsa 
district 6th - 4th cc. BC, 



Gold earrings from a mound funeral in Vratsa, first half of the 4th 

millennium BC 



writers who described them. In this 
light the effort of the modern Creek 
state to qualify the name "Macedonia" 
as encroachment upon "Creek histori- 
cal heritage" in the dispute with 
the southernmost ex Yugoslav 
republic with Skopje as capital 
city and choosing to call itself 
Macedonia is not serious. The 
ancient Greeks refused to 
have anything in common 
with the Macedonians. In fact, 
the dispute is not tenable for 
the other party either: the pop- 
ulation of the republic of which 
Skopje is the capital is no doubt of 
ulgarian in origin and came to be 
called "Macedonian" only in 1944 
and onwards in the effort of Tito's 
Yugoslavia to create nations on the 
basis of the religion professed or the 
name of the geographic region. That 
practice which is to be attributed to 
external or internal political reasons 
has resulted in the long run in the 
bloodshed of the wars brought about 
by the disintegration of Yugoslavia 
after the collapse of the communist 
system. 

The social structure of 

Macedonian society did not differ 

at all from that of the Thracians but 

for the fact that some hundred years 

earlier (ca 640 BC) the Macedonians 

created a single state in which the 

Macedonian kings had unlimited 

power. Macedonia was entangled in 

the Greco-Persian and the 

internecine Greek wars in the 6th-4th 

century BC and suffered a dramatic 

Thracian incursion during the reign of 

king Sitalces yet it lived to see days of 

glory after king Philip II of Macedon 

ascended the throne. 

The main ambition 
of Philip II and his heir 
and son Alexander the 
Great was to build a vast 



Hemo Ha egina oapo/v\Ha um- 
nepufl Ha 6a3ama Ha i^eAua 
no3Ham cBam - fbpi^ufl, 
Flepcua, Tpakufl, Eaunem, 
1/lHgufl. 

3a ocbLu,ecm6^6aHemo 
Ha i^eAume cu OuAun, a u 
AAekcaHgbp u/v\aAu Hy>kga 
noHe om egim cmpameau- 
necku cbK)3Huk u om egHa 
npue/viAuBa, no-moHHO on- 
paBgaBau^a ekcnaH3Uflma, 
ugea. 3a cbK)3Huk 6uAa U36- 
paHa EAaga. Ouaup npokAa- 
MupaA o6eguHeHuemo Ha 
2pbu,kufl cBam u omMbo^eHue 3a 6egume / 
npuMUHeHu Ha abpu,ume om nepcume 
npe3 u3MUHaAume g6a 6eka. 

Ha npb6 noaAeg mo6a 6ua Hau-Aowu- 
am u36op. fpbi^ku^im cBflin ce cbcmoaA 
om cmomuu,u He3a6ucuMU apagoBe-gbp- 
>ka6u c npeuMyLu,ecm6eHO geMokpamun- 
ho ynpaBAenue u cbc CAO>kHu, npomuBo- 
penuBu, ho 63auMOo68bp36aiu 1 u ouiho- 
weHUfl, ycmaHoBenu BekoBe Hapeg. Ma- 
kegoHim ne MO>keAa ga uaa xapecBa 
u 3apagu a6coAK)mHama MOHapxu- 
Mecka 6Aacm u 3apagu npocmua 
cf)akm, ne 6uAa emHUMecka cuAa, ny>k- 
ga Ha apbu,kufl cBflm. 

Ho OuAun npaBuAHO ou,eHUA 
oapoMHama y/v\opa u HeygoBo- 
AemBopeHuemo om cbu^ecmBy- 
6*atu,ama cucme/via 6 apbi^kua 
cBsm, usmou^eH om y^aorBau^u 
Me>kgyoco6eHu Bouhu. 1/1 ce pe- 
luua Ha Heiup pagko cpeuu,aHo 6 
cBemoBHama ucmopua - o6flBuA ce- 
6e cu u Hapoga cu 3a abpu,u, Kamo 
CAegcmBue om ma3u koHcmamai^ufl 
CAegBaAo caMoo6flBfl6aHemo 3a o6ege- 
HumeA Ha rbpu,u$i u omMbcmumeA 3a 6e- 
gume, npuMUHeHu u om Hsmok. riocme- 
neHHO HeBepoflnrmomo ce npeBpbu^aAo 6 
cypoBa peaAHocm, Ouauh 
npe63eA ceBepnume epbu,- 
ku apagoBe, eAUMUHupaA 
mpakume kamo nomeHu,u- 





The Borovo treasure. Silver rhython with horse-shaped base; 

4th a BC. 

The Panagyurishte goid treasure, dating from the 3rd c. BC. it con 
sist of nine objects with a total weight of 6, 164 kg. 



empire on what was believed to 
the world then: Greece, Persia, 
Thrace, Egypt and India. 
To materialize their ambitions 
Philip and Alexander needed 
at least one strategic ally and 
an acceptable idea or to be 
more precise, an idea that 
would justify expansion. Hellas 
was the ally chosen. Philip 
announced the unification of 
the Greek world and revenge 
for the suffering that the 
Persians had caused to the 
Greeks in the previous two centuries. 
At first glance that was the worst 
choice. The Greek world consisted of 
hundreds of independent city-states 
most of which had democratic gov- 
ernment and had maintained compli- 
cated and controversial but binding 
relations for centuries already. These 
could not like Macedonia for, among 
other things, the unlimited power of 
the kings and the simple fact 
that ethnically it was alien to 
the Greek world. 

Philip was correct in his 
assessment of the great fatigue 
and dissatisfaction with the sys- 
tem in the Greek world which 
was exhausted by terrible 
internecine wars. He was deter- 
mined to do something which 
does not often happen in world his- 
tory: he proclaimed himself and his 
people Greeks. In consequence of 
this act he claimed his mission was to 
unify Greece and avenge for the suf- 
fering also caused to Greece by the 
East. 

By and by though what 
appeared incredible became a harsh 
reality. Philip seized the northern 

Greek cities, eliminated 
the Thracians as a 
potential ally of the 
Greeks and finally con- 



aAen cbK)3Huk Ha 2bpu,ume u Hakpasi no- 
kopuA u^Aa EAaga, pa32poMfl6auku npu 
XepoHesi cb3gageHU5i cpeiu,y Heeo 06- 

LL^Oapbl^ku Cb\03. 

3a HeaoBufl cuh AAekcaHgtp ocma6aAo 
gaAen no-mpygHomo - ga pa32po/v\u flep- 
cuuckama gtp>ka6a, 3aeMatu,a u^Aa 
FlpegHa A3Ufl u pasnoAaaau^a c HecpaB- 
humo no-aoAeMu HoBeiuku, BoeHHu u ;v\a- 
mepuaAHu pecypcu. CaMO c i-mkoAko yc- 
neaiHu cpa>keHU5i u^Aa Flepcua 6uAa 6 
pbu,eme na AAekcaing-bp. EguHcmBeHO 
paHHama My c/vvbpm nonpemiAa ga Hax- 
Aye 6 1/lHgufl. 1/lMnepuama ce pa3nagaAa 
Ha omgeAHU u,apcm6a, HaneAo Ha koumo 
cmoflAu nbAkoBogi^ume na AAekcaHgtp. 
Ca/v\ama Makegcmufl ce c6u6aAa 6 ucmo- 
pimeckume cu apaHui^u. 

ApeBnume MakegoHi^u He Cb3ga6am 
cBoa u 1 uBuAU3au 1 u^ - noAumuMecku^m um 
eAum go6po8oAHO npeapbu^a u,u6uAU3a- 
u,u^ma Ha eguH gpye Hapog. l/lcmopu- 
Mecku^m 4>eHO/v\eH e, Me 6AaaogapeHue 
Ha noAumuMeckume u aAaBno Ha BoeHHu- 
me cu ycnexu ma3u i^uBuAusat^ufl Hanyc- 
ka 2paHuu,ume na EAaga u cmaBa aocnog- 
cmBau^a 6 u,eAUfl Cpegu3eMHOMOpcku 
cBflim. 



quered all Greece defeating at 
Chaeronea the Greek alliance that 
had been formed against him. 

His son Alexander had a far 
more difficult task: he had to defeat 
the Persian state spreading In all 
Anterior Asia and having immeasur- 
ably larger human, military and mate- 
rial resource. After only several victo- 
ries Persia was in Alexander's hands. 
Had it not been for his early death he 
would have invaded India. The 
empire disintegrated into kingdoms of 
which Alexander's generals became 
kings. Macedonia shrank within her 
historical borders. 

The ancient Macedonians did 
not create a civilization of their own; 
their political elite chose on their own 
free will to embrace the civilization of 
another people. The historic phenom- 
enon is that owing to political and 
chiefly military success that civiliza- 
tion spread beyond Greece and came 
to dominate the whole Mediterranean 
world. 




U,HBHAM3AU 1 U5ITA HA 



THE CIVILIZATION OF 




EAAAA 

14u6uAU3au,imma Ha geMokpaivuflma, 
u,u6uAU3au,u5ima Ha 2pa>kgaHckomo 06- 
LU,ecm6o, Ha c6o6ogHim noBek, onpege- 
ahlu, c MHeHuemo u noBegeHuemo cu 
kakmo 6bgeuj l enrio Ha o6Lu,ecm6omo, 
maka u cBoemo co6cm6eHO pa36umue, 
ce pa>kga 6 seMume Ha gpeBHa Pbpi^ufl B 
Vl-V 6. np.Xp. Tfl iu,e npocbiu,ecm6y6a 
kpamko Bpe/we - go saBotoBaHerno Ha 
EAaga om OuAun u AAekcaHgbp Make- 
goHcku npe3 Bmopama noAoBuHa Ha IV 
6. np.Xp., Makap Me cj)OpMaAHo gejvtokpa- 
muMHama cj)op/v\a Ha ynpaBAenue 6 
Hflkou apbu,ku epagoBe iu,e 
4>yHku,uoHupa u B enoxama Ha 
puMckume uMnepamopu. 
VgaBeHa om eAUHucmunecku 
Monapxuu u PuMckama u/v\ne- 
pun, om cpegnoBekoBHume 
kpaAcmBa u i^apcmBa, ge/v\ok- 
pamuMHama noAumuHecka ugea 
Li^e ce Bbspogu 6 kpafl Ha XVII 6. 
3anagHa EBpona u CeBepHa A/v\epu- 
ka, 3a ga cmaHe Bogeiu, MogeA Ha no- 
Aumimecko gt>p>kaBHO ycmpoucmBo 6 
CbBpeMeHHama mjBuAinamjfl. 

Tasu L^uBuAusanu^ 6 anmuMHocmma, 
Makap u pogeHa 6 Pbpu^ufl, o6x6aiu,a u 
6bA2apckume 3eMu 3a noBene om cegeM 
cmoAemufl. ToBa cmaBa Mpe3 epbi^kume 
apagoBe, cb3gageHu u yc- 
neaiHo pa36u6am,u ce no 
6bA2apckusi MepHOMopcku 




Black-figure vases from Apoiionia (today's Sozopot), 
6th - 5th ca BC. 
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GREECE 

The civilization of democracy, the 
civilization of civil society, of free 
man whose opinion and behavior 
determine the future of society and 
his own development was born in the 
lands of ancient Greece in the 6th-5th 
century BC. This civilization was 
short-lived, until Philip of Macedon 
and Alexander the Great conquered 
Greece in the latter half of the 4th 
century BC although nominally the 
democratic form of government in 
some cities was to function 
even in the time of Roman 
emperors. Overrun by the 
Hellenistic monarchies and 
the Roman Empire and by 
the medieval kingdoms, the 
democratic political idea 
was reborn in late 17th cen- 
tury in Western Europe and 
North America to become the 
eading model of political state 
organization in modern civiliza- 
tion. 

This ancient civilization, in 
spite of being born in Greece, also 
included the Bulgarian lands for 
more than seven centuries through 
the Greek city-states, founded and 

successfully developed 
along the Bulgarian 
Black Sea coast in the 



6paa npe3 VII - VI 6. np.Xp. 

ribpBuflnri om max e AnoAOHim, noa- 
6ua ce npe3 611 z. np.Xp. Ha noAyocmpo- 
6a u ocmpoBume, Ha koumo e pa3noAo- 
>keH gHeiuHUfl apag Co3onoA. Cmo aogu- 
hu no-kbCHO 6b3Huk6am AHxuaAO (rioMo- 
pue), Meca/\A6pufl (Hece6bp), 
Ogecoc (BapHa), /\uoHuconoA 
(BaAMuk) u Bu30He (KaBap- 
Ha). LUecmme apbu,ku 
kpau6pe>kHu ceAuu^a He 
ca koAOHuu Ha epbi^ku 
gbp>ka6u, Humo ny>k- 
gu ykpenenu cj)op- 
moBe uau mbpaoB- 
cku cj)akmopu. To- 
Ba ca He3a6ucuMu 
gbp>ka6Hu (f>opMau,uu 
OLi^e om 3apa>kgaHemo 
cu. 

LUecmme apbi^ku gtp>ka- 
Bui^u 6b3HukHaAu u ce pa3Bu8aAu 
npe3 nbpBume cmomuHa aogunu om cb- 
u^ecmByBaHemo cu kamo aapapHu u pu- 
6apcku noceAeHu^. CAeg 480 a. np.Xp. 
gonibA 36e3gHu^im um Mac. KDaousmoHHa 
EBpona 6uAa nogeAeHa Me>kgy gBe aoAe- 
mu gbp>kaBHu cf)opMau,uu - Oxpugckomo 
u,apcmBo u AmuHckua Mopcku cbK)3, ko- 
umo ce HaMupaAu 6 Hukoaa HeHapy- 
ujeH noAumunecku u BoeHeH cbK33. 
AmuH^Hume 6uau AuweHu 6 Cb- 
iu,omo BpeMe om nogBo3a Ha 
xpaHu u cypoBuHU om MaAa 
Asua, Cupufl u E2unem, saBAa- 
geHu om 6pa>kge6Ha flepcufl. 
Mpe3 Ogpuckomo u,apcm6o 
Tpakua cmaHaAa ecmecmBeHUfl 
gocmaBnuk Ha xpaHu u cypoBuHU 3a 
EAaga. Ho no Aowume nbmuiu,a Ha BaA- 
kaHckufl noAyocmpoB kepBaHume c xpa- 
hu, BAaMeLU,u cu c Meceu,u go nompe6u- 
meAume, ockbn^BaAu MHoaokpamHo 
gocmaBkume. VgapuA nacbm Ha aoA^Ma- 
ma Mopcka mbpaoBua u 
luecmme apbu,ku apaga c 
ygo6nume cu npucmaHu- 
u^a u36egHb>k noAynuAu 





Red-figure vase, Apoilonia (today's Sozopol), 4th c. BC, 
Silver coin, Apoilonia (today's Sozopot), 4th c. BC 



7th-6th century BC. 

Apoilonia which sprang in 611 
BC on the peninsula and islands that 
are occupied by modern Sozopol was 
the first of these. Anchialus 
(Pomorie), Mesembria (Nessebar), 
Odessus (Varna); Dionysopolis 
(Balchik) and Bizone (Kavarna) came 
into being a hundred years later. The 
six Greek coastal city-states 
were not colonies of 
Greek city-states nor 
were they forts or 
trading posts. Ever 
since they were 
founded, they had 
been independent city-state 
entities. 

The six Greek states lived 
on agriculture and fishery in the 
first hundred years. From 480 BC 
onwards they prospered. 

Southeastern Europe was divided 
between two big powers: the 
Odrysaen Kingdom and the Athenian 
Maritime Alliance. The military and 
political alliance between the two 
was never violated. At the same time 
the Athenians were deprived of the 
food and raw materials supplies 
from Asia Minor, Syria and 
Egypt which hostile Persia 
had conquered. Through 
the agency of the 
Odrysaen Kingdom 

Thrace became the natu- 
ral supplier of food and 
raw materials to Greece. 
However, the bad roads of the 
Balkan Peninsula added exces- 
sively to the price of the food cara- 
vans. The hour of big maritime trade 
struck and the six Greek cities, owing 
their convenient ports suddenly 
acquired advantages. 
Ever since they have 
been the principal trad- 
ing points in the 



HeoMakBaHu npeguMcmBa. OmmoaaBa, 
ma go Hauuu gHu, me ce npeBbpHaAu 6 
2Aa6Hume 6hocho-u3hochu nyHkmoBe Ha 
6bA2apckume 3e/v\u. B mpakua ce non&n- 
6am apagoBe kamo CeBacmonoAuc, Ka- 
6uAe, nAaHupanu u CHa6geHu c uHcj)pac- 
mpykmopu 6 cmuAa Ha apbu,komo yp6a- 
HucmuMHo u3kycm6o. rpbu,ku npegMemu 
Ha 6uma HaxAyBam 6 Tpakua u mbpceHe- 
mo um npegu36uk6a npousBogcmBomo 
um Ha Mflcmo - Hau-Mecmo nak 6 2pbu,ku- 
me kpau6pe>kHu apagoBe. 

BoeamcmBomo, cbcpegomoneHO 
6 pbu,eme na apa>kgaHume Ha oiecm- 
me apaga, MHoao om koumo ca mpa- 
ku, ce HaconBa u 6 Meu,eHamcmBo 6 06- 
Aacmma Ha kyAmypama. BbB Bceku om 
max ce no^BflBa meambp, cma- 
myu ykpac^Bam xpa/v\o6e u pao- 
magu. Bucokume u3uck6aHua u 
ecmemunecku^m Bkyc Ha 2pa>k- 
gaHume u mpakuuckama apuc- 
mokpau,ufl npegu36uk6am npo- 
u36ogcmBomo Ha Aykcosnama 
pucyBaHa nepHO- u Hep6eHO(f)u- 
aypHa kepa/v\uka. /\ockopo ce 
cMflmaiue, ne Haxogkume u 6 BbA- 
aapufl ca pe3yAmam ca/vio Ha Bhoc 

BAu^Huemo Ha apbi^kama u,u6u- 
Aimmjfl gaBa ompa>keHue gopu 6 
makaBa koncepBamuBHa o6Aacm ka- 
mo no2pe6aAHume o6unau. 3a pas- 
Auka om npenbAneHume cbc 3Aamo u 
cpeGpo mpakuucku apo6Huu 1 u, gopu 
u Hau-6oaamume apbi^ku kopa6onpu- 
me>kameAu ce noape66am 8 ckpoMHu ka- 
/weHHu uau gbpBeHu koBnesu, npugpy>ke- 
hu caMo om HflkoAko aAUHeHu cbgnema. 
ToBa cmaBa 6AaaogapeHue Ha 3akoHu, 
3a6paHfl6auu 1 u Ha 6oaamu noape6eHU5i, 
kakmo u nocmaBflHemo Ha 3AamHu npeg- 
Memu c noape6aHume. CMucbAbm e siceH 
- 6oaamcmBomo mp^66a ga CAy>ku na 
>ku6ume. Ckopo u B apoBHui^ume 6 mpa- 
kuuckume Hagapo6Hu mo- 
2Uau noHe 6 6AU3kume 
okoAHocmu na noAucume 
me3u pumyaAu cmaBam 




Red-figure vase, Apollonia (today's Sozopol), 4th c. BC. 



Bulgarian lands. 

This exchange resulted in the 
influence of the Black Sea city-states 
over the Thracian Bulgarian lands. 
Cities arose in Thrace like Seuthopolis 
and Cabile which had planning and 
infrastructure in the style of Greek 
urban art. Greek domestic objects 
reached Thrace and demand gave rise 
to local production, usually in the 
Greek coastal cities again. 

The wealth in the hands of 
the citizens of the six cities many of 
who were Thracians was used, 
among other things, to encourage 
culture. Each city had a theater; stat- 
ues decorated temples and public 
places. The high reguirements 
and esthetic predilection of 
the citizens and Thracian aris- 
tocracy led to the deluxe 
painted black-and red-figure 
ceramics. Until recently it was 
believed that finds in Bulgaria 
were imports only. 

The influence of Greek 
civilization is to be traced in a 
conservative like funeral. Unlike 
the Thracian tombs with their 
abundance of gold and silver, even 
the richest Greek ship owners were 
buried in humble stone or wood- 
en coffins into which nothing but 
several pots were put. This is to be 
explained by the laws, which prohib- 
ited lavish funerals and the burial of 
gold objects to keep company to the 
dead. The message was clear: wealth 
had to serve life on the earth. Soon 
the funeral practice in the tombs in 
Thracian mounds at least in the envi- 
rons of the polises became much 
more modest. 

Sculpture and painting arrived 
in the Bulgarian lands 
along with the Greeks. 
Soon even the most 
obscure Thracian shrine 



cbBceM ckpoMHu. 

3aegHo c abpu,ume 6 6bA2apckume 3e- 
mu npoHukBam cyAnmypama u >ku6onuc- 
ma. Ckopo u 6 Hau-3ambHmeHomo cBe- 
muAuu^e na mpakume u^e ce no^B^m 
Mpa/viopHU puAuc|)u u cmamyapHu apynu 
na Tpakuuckim koHHuk - 2Aa6no 60- 
>kecm6o Ha mpakume. 

Ha Hau-Ba>kHomo - c abpi^ume 6 
6bAaapckume 3gmu npoHukBa nucMo- 
mo. Hau BeAukomo u3o6pemeHue Ha 
MoBeMecmBomo, nosBoA^Baiup /v\y ga 
3anuiue u y/v\Ho>ku nocmu>keHU5ima Ha 
gapoBumume uHguBugu BbB Bcunku 
o6Aacmu. Tpakume H^Ma ga /vtoaam ga 
ce 6b3noA36am om nucMeHoemma, Ho 
c Hefi Lu,e ce sanosHaam, kakmo u^e 6u- 
guM no-Hamambk, AK)6onumHume u Bb3- 
npueMMuBu 6bAaapu, HacAeguAu 3e/v\ume 
Ha mpakume. 1/1 6e3 koAe6aHue Lu,e s\ U3- 
noA36am - omHaMaAO apbu,kama a36yka, a 
CAeg moBa iu,e cb3gagam u cBoa. 




acquired dozens of marble relief and 
statue groups of the Thracian 
Horseman, the supreme deity of the 
Thracians. 

What is most important 
is that the Greeks 
brought a script to the 
Bulgarian lands. That 
greatest invention of 
humankind allowed it 
to record and multi- 
ply the achievements 
of talented individu- 
als in all spheres. The 
Thracians could not 
use the script. Yet 
inquisitive and open- 
minded Bulgarians who succeeded 
the lands of the Thracians were to do 
that. Initially they used the Greek 
alphabet and later created a script of 
their own. 




PI/IMCKATA 
UJ/IBI/IAI/I3A- 



B cmoAuu,ama Ha 
I/1maAUfl, 6au30 go| 
KoAU3eyMa ca noc- 
imaBeHu nemupu 02- 
poMHu nana, Ha koumo ca u3o6pa3enu 
2eoapacf>cku kapmu, BkAKDnBau^u EBpona, 
llpegHa A3U9\ u CeBepHa Acj)puka. Ha 
nbpBama c nepBeHu, nonmu He3a6eAe- 
>ku/v\u moHku ca HaHeceHu apaHut^ume Ha 
Pum 6 VII-IV 6. np.Xp., BkAKDMBau^u moaa- 
Ba Hau-6AU3kume okoAHOcmu Ha ebBpe- 
MeHHu^i apag. Bmopama kapma noka36a 
cumyau,u5ima gBa Beka no-kbCHO, Pum 
oGxBau^a Bene nommu u,*iAa l/lmaAua, Cu- 
u,uaua, nacmu om Acj)puka, BaAkaHume, 
OpaHmjfl. B mpemama - om Bpe/vtemo 
om okoAO HanaAomo Ha Haiuama 
epa, ce 6u>kga, ne Pum BAagee 
nomnu i^MAa EBpona na 102 om 
AynaB u PeuH. \A MemBbpma- 
ma - om enoxama na Tpasm 
(106 a. CA.Xp.), geMOHcmpupa 
epaHuu,ume Ha Pum 6 aogunu- 
me Ha Hau-aoAAMomo My me- 
pumopuaAHO pa3iuupeHue - 6 
A3U51 go E(j)pam, 6 EBpona go A He ~ 
nbp u BpumaHckume ocmpoBu, 6 Ce- 
BepHa A(f>puka go HanaAomo Ha nycmu- 
Hflma Caxapa. 

Egna om saaagkume Ha ucmopuflma e 
kak MaAkama ceAcka oGmuHa, ocHoBaHa 
cnopeg npegaHuemo om nomoMu,u Ha 
6eabAu,u om Tpoa, Bogenu om aepos 
EHeu, cmaBa uMnepua, o6eguHUAa B apa- 
Huu,ume cu u,eAUfl no3Ham moaaBa 6 EB- 
pona cBsm. Humo gbp>ka6Homo ycm- 
poucmBo, Humo oGmecmBenufl peg, hu- 
mo BoeHHama MaiuuHa Ha paHHua Pum 
Cbgbp>kam Hepmu, oitiau- 
MaBau^u zu cbix^ecmBeHO 
om aHaAosume um, 6 ko$i- 




ROMAN 
CIVILIZA- 
TION 




Coin showing the Roman emperor Trajan (98 - 1 17) 



Four huge panels 
featuring geographic 
maps of Europe, 
Anterior Asia and 
Northern Africa are 
mounted in the capital of Italy in 
around the Coliseum. The first map 
shows the borders of the Roman 
Empire in the 7th-4th century BC in 
almost invisible red dots, including 
the nearest environs of the modern 
city. The second map shows Rome 
two centuries later when it covered 
virtually all Italy, Sicily, parts of 
Africa, the Balkans and France. The 
third map from around the beginning 
of the Crhristian Era shows that Rome 
controlled practically all Europe 
south of the Danube and the 
Rhine. The fourth map from 
the time of Trajan (106 AD) 
shows the borders of Rome 
at the time of the greatest 
territorial expansion as far as 
the Euphrates in Asia, the 
Dnepr and the British Isles in 
Europe, and the Sahara desert 
starts in North Africa. 

One of the mysteries in his- 
tory is how a small rural community 
which was organized, as the story 
goes, by descendants of refugees from 
Troy led by Aeneas the hero succeed- 
ed to become an empire that incorpo- 
rated practically all the world that 
was familiar to Europe in those days. 
Neither the state organization nor 
the social system nor the military 
practice in the early Rome had fea- 
tures that were essen- 
tially different from 
counterparts in any 



mo u ga e gpyaa eBponeucka gbp>ka6na 
cJDopMamjfl. 

/\aAU moBa e ucmopuMecku waHC, 
koumo kakmo 6 uapa Ha pyAemka cno- 
xo>kga eguH uapan, gokamo Bcunku oc- 
maHaAU ay6^m? Tpygno e ga ce npeu,eHu 
u 3amo6a ucmopuL^ume a\e cnopam go- 
kamo cB^m cBemyBa. Egno e 6a>kHO - 
Me>kgy Hi 6. np.Xp. u III 6. CA.Xp. egHa 
gtp>ka6Ha cj)opMau,u^ nocmeneHHO no- 
Muma Bcunku ocmanaAu 6 EBpona, 
ripegna A3ua u CeBepna Ac^puka, noaAb- 
uu,a mepumopuume u Hapogume um, U3- 
2pa>kgauku om nrmx egHa gbp>kaBa, Hace- 
AeHa c BepHonogaHHo HaceAeHue. Xopa, 
koumo He3a6ucuMO om emHuneckufl cu 
npou3xog, ca o6eguHeHU He ca/v\o om 
o6w,u$i cmamym Ha "puMcku apa>kga- 
hu", Bogeiu, go oBu^u u egnakBu npaBa u 
3agbA>keHu^ r ho u om o6w,ume Mepmu Ha 
egHa i^uBuAmai^ufl, u3y/v\umeAHO egnak- 
6a om Tu6paAmap go E(J)pann u om Caxa- 
pa go Kapnamume. 

BbAaapckume 3e/v\u ca BkAtoweHu 
6 Pu/v\ckama uMnepua npe3 46 z. 
CA.Xp., CAeg egHa 6au3o gByBe- 
koBHa o^ecmoneHa cbnpomuBa 
Ha MakegoHckume u mpakuuc- 
kume gbp>ka6Hu c^op/viai^uu, cb- 
u^ecmByBau^u 6 max. Bcbu^Hocm 
uHBa3U^ma na pu/viAflHume 3ano<j6a 
oLu,e no 6pe/v\e na Pu/v\ckama pe- 
ny6Auka. FlbpBa ecmecmBeHO no- 
Hacsi ygapa um MakegoHua. B 205 z. 
np.Xp. MakegoHckimm OuAun V yc- 
n5iA ga om6AbCHe pu/v\ckume Aeeuo- 
hu om l/lAupua. Ca/wo nem aoguHu 
no-kbCHO PuMckama peny6Auka 3a- 
nonBa HoBa Boima cpemy Makego- 
HU5i. I~lpe3 197 e. kpau KuHOckecJ)aAe Ma- 
kegoHckume (JMaHau 6uau pa36umu. Ma- 
kap ne no MupHim goeoBop MakegoHus 
ocmaHaAa Bee ou^e He3a6ucu/v\a, rrm 6u- 
Aa AuaieHa om aoAfl/vtama cu ap/wusi, 
((jAom, 3aay6uAa koHmpoAa 
Hag apbi^kume apagoBe. 
Flo cbi^omo BpeMe u mpa- 
kume 3a nbpBu nbm yema- 







Marble statue featuring drill for gladiators' fight, 
village of Tatarevo, Plovdiv district, 3rd c. 



other European state. 

Could this be the luck of his- 
tory which as in gambling visits while 
everyone else is losing? It is difficult 
to judge and historians are likely to 
argue as long as the world goes. What 
is important is that between the 3rd 
century BC and the 3rd century AD a 
state gradually swept away all others 
in Europe, Anterior Asia and North 
Africa, absorbed their lands and peo- 
ples and built up a state with loyal 
subjects. These people regardless of 
their ethnic origin were brought 
together by their common status of 
"Roman citizens" entailing equal 
rights and responsibilities and by the 
common characteristics of a civiliza- 
tion which was amazingly one and the 
same from Gibraltar to the Euphrates 
and from Sahara to the Carpathian 
Mountains. 

The Bulgarian lands were incor- 
porated in the Roman Empire in 46 
AD after an almost two-century long 
strong resistance by the 
Macedonian and Thracian states 
on these lands. In fact the 
Roman invasion started at the 
time of the republic. Naturally 
Macedonia was the first to be 
hit. In 205 BC Philip V of 
Macedon drove the Roman 
legions out of lllyricum. Only 
five years later the Roman 
Republic waged a war on 
Macedonia again. In 197 the 
Macedonian phalanxes were 
defeated at Kinoskefale. 
Although by virtue of the peace treaty 
Macedonia remained independent, it 
was stripped of its big army and navy 
and lost control over the Greek cities. 
Meanwhile the Thracians had their 
first encounter with the 
Romans and in 188 BC 
defeated Roman armies 
on their way back from 



HoBflBam koHmakm c puMAAHume, pa32- 
poMsiBauku npea 188 a. np.Xp. puMcku 
Boucku, saBpbmauL^u ce om MaAa A3ua. 

Makegonusi 6uAa nokopeHa om Pum 
CAeg m. Hap. "Tpema MakegoHcka Bou- 
Ha", u36yxHaAa npeg 171 z. np.Xp. u 3a- 
BbpwuAa c 6umkama npu FlugHa 6 168 
a. A^AeMe nogbAao npogbA>kuAo 3a6- 
AagsiBaHemo Ha mpakuuckume 3e- 
mu. flpocmHama cbnpomuBa Ha 
mpakuuckume gbp>ka6u pecnek- 
mupaAa u penyGAukaHcku, u um- 
nepamopcku Pum. PegyBau^ume 
ce noxogu na Pum 6 2Ab6uHume 
Ha Tpakua MHoao necmo CAeg nbp- 
BonaMaAHu ycnexu npukAtonBaAu c 
nbAHa kamacmpoc|)a. EguH nAeHeH mpa- 
kueu, 3a MaAko He yHUu^wkuA caMua Pum, 
Bguaauku Hau-aoAsiMomo po6cko Bbcma- 
Hue 6 cBemoBHama ucmopufl. CmaBa 
gyMa 3a Cnapmak - Bouh om mpakuuc- 
komo nAeMe Megu, oGumaBaaip 3eMume 
okoAO gHeiuHUfl apag CaHganck 
(K3eo3anagHa EbAeapua). 

flpu no-namambLUHomo 
3a6Aag5iBaHe Ba 6bAeapckume 
3eMu Pum 6ua npunygeH ga 
ce onpe Ha u3BecrriHama no- 
Aumuka "Pa3geA5iu u BAageu". 
VcmaHoBeHu 6uau npuameA- 
Cku U CbK)3HU omHoiueHu^ c 
Ogpuckomo u,apcm6o u nog- 
kpeneH cmpeMe>ka My 3a 
o6eguHflBaHe c oHe3u mpa- 
kuucku 3eMu, koumo 6AU3aAu 
6 gbp>kaBHume My apaHuu,u 6 
enoxama na HeaoBama go- 
MUHai^ufl 6 Tpakusi. KbM kpafl 
Ha nbpBomo xuAagoAemue 
ce cmuaHaAO go napagokca 
Ogpuckomo u,apcmBo ga 6b3- 
BbpHe nonmu Bcunku mepumopuu, BAa- 
geHu 6 V-IV 6. np.Xp., CAeg CMbpmma Ha 
u,ap PeMemaAk III, puMckusim uMnepa- 
mop AukBugupaA 6e3 ycu- 
aua cj)opMaAHama He3a6u- 
cuMocm u npeBbpHaA Tpa- 
ku^i 6 puMcka npoBuHi^ufl. 





Family sepulcher portrait the vaiiey of the Middle Struma, 
2nd - 3rd cc, 

Votive tabie treiiefofthe Thracian Horseman, 2nd - 3rd cc. 



Asia Minor. 

Rome conquered Macedonia 
after the so-called Third Macedonian 
War, which broke out in 171 BC and 
ended with the battle at Pidna in 168. 
The conquest of the Thracian lands 
continued longer. The strong resist- 
ance of the Thracian states com- 
manded the respect of both the 
Republic and the Empire. The 
succession of Roman cam- 
paigns in the heart of Thrace 
very often ended in utter disas- 
W ter after initial success. An 
enslaved Thracian brought 
Rome to the verge of destruction by 
organizing the greatest revolt of slaves 
in world history. He was Spartacus, a 
warrior from the Thracian tribe Medi 
who inhabited the lands around the 
modern town of Sandanski 
(Southwest Bulgaria). 

Rome resorted to the 
proverbial divide-and- 
rule policy in its sub- 
sequent conquest of 
the Bulgarian lands. 
Close relations and 
an alliance were 
established with the 
Odrysian Kingdom 
which was support- 
ed in its effort to 
unite with the 
Thracian lands 

which were incor- 
porated to it when 
it dominated 

Thrace. At the turn 
of the 1st millenni- 
um the Odrysaen 
Kingdom was brought to a paradox to 
regain virtually all territories it pos- 
sessed in the 5th-4th century BC. 

However, this was not 
the mighty Thracian 
state it used to be but a 
vassal in the orbit of 



BkAK)HBaHemo Ha 6bA2apckume 3e/v\u 
3a Luecm cmoAemusi 6 2paHuu,ume Ha eg- 
Ha cma6uAHa u npoc- 
nepupaiu,a gbp>ka6a 
npo/vieHfl p*i3ko u,u6u- 
AU3au,uoHHume Moge- 
au, 20cnogcm6auj,u go 
noaBama Ha Pum. 
CmpeM^mama ce ga 
yHucj)uu,upa u Hau- 
gpe6HU5im gemauA 
pu/v\cka kyAmypa U32- 
pa>kga u,u6uAU3au,uoH- 
hu cucmeMu, neno3Ha- 
mu gomoaaBa uau ycb- 
BbpiueHcmBa u gopas- 
BuBa HacAegeHume. 

B cpegama Ha III 6. 
6bA2apckume 3e/vyu 
npegemaBAflBam egHa 
6Aecm5iLu,a BumpuHa 
Ha PuMckama u,u6uAU3au,ufl - Bbpxbm, 
nocmueHam om MoBeMecmBomo 8 ma3u 
enoxa. 

I/I moaaBa ugBa kamacmpoc|)ama. Om 
cmenume u nycmiiHume na A3ua ; om 
6Aamama Ha gHeiuHume VkpauHa u Be- 
Aapycua ktM EBpona nomea- 
A5im gecemku Hapogu. 3a- ^ 

nonBa gpa/wama Ha m.Hap. 
om cBemoBHama ucmopuoa- 
pacf>ufl "BeAuko npeceAeHue 
Ha Hapogume". Te3u mAacna- 
mu om Heu36ecmHa ekoAO- 
auHHa kpusa muauohu noAya- 
AagHU u onrmaflHu noBeiuku 
cbu^ecmBa, go6pe opaaHU3u- 
paHu om nAe/v\eHHume cu 
6o>kgo6e u go6pe 6bopb>ke- 
hu, 3anoM6am cepuflma cu 
om HanageHua Bbpxy mepumopuflma na 
Pum. 

Bbpxy cmamyume Ha 6oao6e u u/v\ne- 
pamopu, Bbpxy xpaMoBe, meampu, mo- 
3auku u 6u6Auomeku ce 
HaxBbpA^m u xpucmuflHu- 
me CAeg o6fl6fl6aHemo Ha 
xpucmuflHcm6omo 3a 









Floor mosaic from public building at Escus (present-day village of 
Guigen, Pleven district), 

Marble stele, 2nd - 3rd cc. 



Rome. In 46 AD after the death of 
king Remetalces III the Roman 

emperor had no diffi- 
culty in liquidating the 
nominal independence 
of Thrace and it 
became a Roman 
province. 

The incorpora- 
tion of the Bulgarian 
lands into a stable and 
prospering empire for 
six centuries greatly 
changed the current 
models of civilization 
before the Roman pres- 
ence. Rome worked 
to standardize even the 
minutest detail and 
established a civiliza- 
tion previously un- 
known as well as to further improve 
existing tradition. 

In the mid-3rd century the 
Bulgarian lands were a shining win- 
dow of Roman civilization which was 
the highest achievement of 

humankind of the day. 
f Then came the catatastro- 

phe. A great number of peoples 
set out towards Europe from the 
steppes and deserts of Asia, the 
marshes in what are today the 
Ukraine and Belarus. That drama 
went down in world history as 
the Great Migration of Peoples. 
The millions of starving and des- 
perate human beings which an 
unidentified environmental disas- 
ter displaced were well organized 
by their tribal chieftains and well 
armed and launched a series of incur- 
sions of the Roman Empire. 

After Christianity was pro- 
claimed the single and 
official state religion 
Christians joined in the 
destruction of the stat- 



eguHcmBeHa u ocf^uaAHa gbp>ka6Ha pe- 
Auaufl. 

B kpa* Ha IV 6. PuMckama u,u6uAU3a- 
u,u5i no 6bA2apckume 3eMu 6a6Ho yaac6a. 



ues of gods and emperors and of tem- 
ples, theaters, mosaics and libraries. 

The Roman civilization in the 
Bulgarian lands slowly died in late 4th 
century. 




BI/I3AHTI/MCKATA 
U,l/IBI/IAI/I3ALI,I/Ifl 



THE BYZANTINE 
CIVILIZATION 




3a MH03UHa Bu3aHmua e egHa He5?CHa 
uamoMHa gbp>ka6a u kyAmypa, aa gpyau 
nrm e xuAflgoAenrma MbHumeAHa a20HU5i 
Ha puMckama u 1 uBuAU3au 1 u5i / 3a mpemu 
cpegHoBekoBHama 2pbu,ka gbp>kaBa. Hu- 
rno egHa om me3u npegcmaBu He e 65ip- 
Ha v Hau-MaAkonno noHe om- 
Macmu moHHa. Ta3u gbp- 
>kaBa u u,u6uAU3au,ufl ^^ 
ca eguH cpegHO- 
BekoBeH (f)eHO- 
MeH ; u3?pageH c 
ycuAUflma Ha mho- 
ao Hapogu Bbpxy me- 
pumopuu om EBpona, 
A3im u Acj^puka. Hace- 
AeHuemo u e 6uao mho- 
ao6pouHo - noHSikoaa e gocmueaAO go 50 
MUAuona, npu ycAoBue, Me 6 OHe3u Bpe- 
Mena Bcunku >kumeAu Ha nAaHemama eg- 
6a au ca 6uau noBene om 
HemBbpm MUAuapg gywu. 

/^bp^aBHomBopMecka- 
ma ugefl Ha Bu3aHmufl e 




Gold Byzantine coins from Veiiki Preslav, 11th - 12th cc. 



For many people Byzantium 
an eastern state and culture that are 
not easily understood. For others 
Byzantium is the millennial agony of 
the Roman civilization. For still others 
it was the medieval Greek state. None 
of these concepts is at least 
partially correct 
. This empire 
and civilization 
were a medieval 
phenomenon - 
the outcome of the 
efforts of many peo- 
ples on the territories of 
Europe, Asia and Africa. 
The population was 
numerous; there were periods when 
it was up to 50 million at a time when 
the world population could hardly 
have exceeded a quarter 
of billion. 

The idea of state- 
hood of Byzantium was 



6a3upaHa Bbpxy xpucmu^Hckama peAu- 
2U5R u e CMpa3fl6aiu 1 o npocma. CAeg kamo 
602 e eguH, CAeg kamo 6o>kuemo i^apc- 
m6o e egHo, mo u npoeki^usima um Bbp- 
xy nAaHemama e 3agbA>kumeAHO ga 6bge 
cbu^ama, m.e. egHa c6emo6Ha gbp>ka6a, 
ynpa6A^6aHa om 6o>ku Ha/v\ecmHuk 
- uMnepamopa. Om nogaHuka Ha 
gbp>ka6ama ce uckam caMo 
g6e Heiu,a - ga e xpucmuaHUH 
u ga e BepeH Ha cBemckama 
BAacm, m.e. Ha uMnepamo- 
pa. HapogHOcm, e3uk, nuc- 
MeHocm ca 6e3 3HaneHue 8 
gbp>ka6ama, He3a6ucuMo, 
ne o4>uu,uaAHUflm u e3uk e 
2pbu,kuflm (go V 6. - AamuHcku- 
nm). riapaAeAHO kamo nuc/v\eHu 
3Hau,u u esuk Ha 6o20CAy>keHuemo 6 
UMnepimma cbu^ecmByBam u apMencku, 
2py3imcku, konmcku u 6bA2apcku. Bu3an- 
muui^ume c BbSMymeHue 
omxBbpA^m mBbpgeHusi- 
ma, Me ca ebpi^u. Ce6e cu 
me HapuMam po/vieu, a gbp- 
>ka6ama cu PuMcka uMne- 
pufl. 1/l/viemo Bu3aHmu5i e 
gageHO om cb6pe/v\eHHama 
ucmopuo2pac{)Ufl, 3a ga s\ 
omAUMam om "cbu^uHcka- 
ma" Pu/v\cka u/vmepua om I 
go IV 6. cbc cmoAUi^a Pum 6 
UmaAUfl. 

Ta3U MoabLi^a gbp>ka6a e 
pogeHa Ha 11 /v\au 330 2. c 
pa3geAAHemo Ha Pu/v\ckama 
uMnepim u npo6b32Aac5i6a- 
Hemo Ha MaAkomo kpau- 
Mopcko 2pagMe Bu3aHmuoH 
3a cmoAuu,a na l/l3moMHama 
u Macm, oGxBau^au^a moaa- 
Ba K)20U3moMHa EBpona, MaAa A3ua, Cu- 
pu^, E2unem u MeconomaMUfl. ToBa ca 
Hau-6o2amume u Hau-HanpegHaAu 6 gy- 
xoBho orrmoweHue 36mu 









i 




Ha uMnepusma u He cAy- 
MauHO me ou,eAfl6am ou^e 
11 6eka, gokamo Pum ca/v\o 



Gold medallion from Presiav, I Oth c, 

Column on which there are Bulgarian words in Greek letters, 
announcing a peace treaty concluded between the Bulgarians 

and Byzantines. 



based on Christianity and was incred- 
ibly simple. As God was one and as 
the Kingdom of God was one, then 
their projection on the earth had to 
be the same throughout the world 
i.e. it was a world state governed by 
the emperor who was the viceroy 
of God on earth. The subject of 
the Empire had two obliga- 
tions; to be a Christian and 
to be loyal to the secular 
authorities, i.e. the emper- 
or. Nationality, language 
and script were irrelevant 
in spite of the fact, that up 
to the 5th century was the 
official language was Latin, 
and later Greek . Armenian, 
Georgian, Coptic and Bulgarian 
were parallel languages in writing and 
church service. Byzantines indignant- 
ly rejected claims that 
they were Greeks. They 
called themselves Ro- 
mans and the Empire - 
the Roman Empire. 
Byzantium is a name 
given by modern histori- 
ography to differentiate it 
from the "genuine" 
Roman Empire from the 
1st to the 4th century 
with Rome in Italy as the 
capital. 

That mighty state 
was born on May 11, 330 
when the Roman Empire 
was divided and the small 
Thracian coastal town of 
Byzantion was pro- 
claimed capital of the 
Eastern Roman Empire which then 
comprised Southeast Europe, Asia 
Minor, Syria, Egypt and 

Mesopotamia. These 
were the richest and 
culturally most advan- 
ced lands of the Empire 




CAeg cmoAemue pyxBa nog ygapume Ha 
BapBapume. Pa36upa ce, 6o2amcm6omo 
He e eguHcmBeHama npunuHa 3a HeBo- 
po5imHama 3a CpegHoBekoBuemo >ku3- 
HeHOcm Ha Bu3aHmufl. OmHocumeAHo 
moAepaHiriHama oSmecmBeHa cucmeMa 
npuBAUMa kb/v\ AoaAHOcm >kumeAume u u 
okoAHume Hapogu, cmpeMflimj ce c peg- 
ku u3kAK)HeHim (6bAaapume Hanpu/wep) 
ga ce BkAfonam 6 cucmeMama. FIpaBoc- 
AaBHomo xpucmuflHcmBo, koemo e uge- 
OAoaunecka 6asa Ha BAacmma 6 gbp>ka- 
Bama, ompuMa CMbprrmomo HakasaHue 
gopu 3a epemui^ume, u36uBaHemo Ha 
nAeHHui^u, po6cm6omo. l/lepapxua 6 
cbCAoBu^ma He cbinecmByBa - Bceku a/v\- 
6uu,uo3eH ceAAHUH uau ap/vieucku 
AeHinuHaHm, He3aBucuMO om 
errmuMeckufl cu npou3- 
xog, Mo>ke ga cmaHe 
u/vinepamop, a Bceku 
aM6uu,uo3eH MOHax - 
nampuapx. Beimko 
moBa o6^icH^Ba 3a- 
uip 6 meneHue Ha 
xuA^goAemue He ca- 
mo muauohu omgeA- 
hu xopa, ho u i^eAu Ha- 
pogu, 3aegHo c doau- 
muHeckume cu Boganu 
MOA^m BAacmume Ha Bu3aH- 
mufl ga 6bgam gonycHamu 6 
apaHUL^ume Ha uMnepuflima, noe/v\auku 
3agbA>keHuemo ga 6bgam BepHu HeuHu 
apa>kgaHu. flocmo^HHo nogcuABauku no 
mosu HaMUH noAumuMeckufl u gyxoBHua 
cu eAum, kakrno u HaceAeHuemo cu ka- 
mo u,flAo, Bu3aHmu5i 6u woaAa ga go>ku- 
Bee gopu go Haiuu gHu, ako 6 mumaHUM- 
nama cu 6op6a c ucAfl/wa, 3anonHaAa OLu,e 
B VI u 3a6bpiuuAa 6 XV 6., 6e nogkpene- 
Ha om XpucmuflHcka EBpona. 

Bu3aHmu5i 3aau6a Ha 29 /v\au 1453 a., 
koaamo mypckume ogpu, BogeHU om 
cyAmaH Mex/v\eg Oamux 
3aBAag5iBam KoHcmaHmu- 
HonoA - cmoAui^ama Ha 
UMnepuama, u yHuw^a- 




Signet of Samuii Aluman, a Bulgarian serving in the Byzantine 
administration, 1 1th c, 



and it was not accidental that they sur- 
vived for 11 centuries whereas Rome 
surrendered under the blows of the bar- 
barians just a hundred years later. 
Naturally wealth was not the only rea- 
son for the vitality of Byzantium so 
unusual in the Middle Ages. The rela- 
tively tolerant social system encouraged 
loyalty on the part of subjects and the 
surrounding peoples most of which 
(with few exceptions, the Bulgarians for 
instance) were eager to be incorporated 
in the system. Orthodox Christianity, 
which was the ideological foundation of 
power in the empire, rejected capital 
punishment even for the heretics, the 
execution of prisoners captured in 
wars and slavery. There was no 
restriction of career opportuni- 
ties: every ambitious peasant 
or army lieutenant regardless 
of his ethnic origin had the 
chance to become an emper- 
or; every ambitious monk 
had the chance to become a 
patriarch. All this explains 
why in the course of a mil- 
lennium dozens of millions of 
individuals and whole nations 
together with their political lead- 
ers approached the imperial author- 
ities with the request to be allowed 
within the borders of Byzantium in 
return for loyalty as subjects of the 
Empire. With such serious reinforce- 
ments to the political and intellectual 
elite and to the population as a whole, 
Byzantium could have very well sur- 
vived down to the present day had 
Christian Europe supported it in its 
titanic struggle with Islam, a struggle 
which started in the 6th and ended in 
the 15th century. 

Byzantium came to an end on 

May 29, 1453 when the 

Turkish hordes command- 
ed by sultan Mehmed 
Fatih captured Constan- 



6am "BeMHama gbp>ka6a". 

B mo3u nepuog 6bAaapckume 3eMu 
uMam ujaHca ga cbcmaBAsiBam He caMO 
npeo6Aaga6aiu 1 ama Macm om eBponeuc- 
kume BAageHUfl Ha Bu3aHmufl, ho u ga 
6bgam Hau-6AU30 om BcuMku eBponeuc- 
ku mepumopuu go cmoAuu,ama Kohc- 
maHmiiHonoA u go 6ogeiu,u u,u6uAU3au 1 u- 
ohhu u,eHmpo6e kamo CoAyH u AmoHC- 
kume MaHacmupu. Cb3gageHa npe3 632 a. 
BbAeapckama gbp>ka6a omBoioBa npe3 
681 z. npoBuHU,u^ Mu3ua om BiBaHimu^ 
npe3 81 2 2. - Tpakusi, u npe3 827 z. - Make- 
goHU5i. Bcbu^HOcm 6e3 mepumopuflma Ha 
gHeujHa fbpi^ufl moBa ca Bcunku eBpo- 
neucku npo6uHu,uu Ha l/lMnepunma. 

3a pa3Auka om BapBapume, 
amakyBaiu^u Puaa u pa3pyiuuAU 
L^uBuAusai^u^ma My, BbAaap- 
ckama gbp>ka6a cbyMflBa 
BeAukoAenHO ga ce 6b3- 
noAaBa om iu,acmAu6ufl 
gap Ha cbg6ama. Bu3aH- 
muuckume npoBuHi^uu, 
ocoSeHo Tpaku^i u Make- 
goHUH ca 3a6oto6aHu He- 
gokocHamu - c 6o2amu 
epagoBe, pa36umu oaHuu^a 
Ha 6u3aHmuuckama l^uBuau- 
3au,ua - MeceM6pua, Co3onoA, 
IlAoBguB, Co(j>ufl, BumoAfl, Oxpug, 
CmpyMuu,a. PeAeauo3Hama moAepaHim- 
Hocm 6 e3UHeckim nepuog Ha BbAaapcka- 
ma gbp>ka6a (om VII go cpegama Ha IX 6.) 
ocuaypsiBa cnokouHomo pa3Bumue Ha Bu- 
3aHmuuckuH i^uBuAusai^uoHeH MogeA u 
nocmeneHHomo My HaAaaaHe Hag u,5iAomo 
6bAaapcko oGu^ecmBo. 06fl6si6aHenrio Ha 
xpucmuflHcmBomo 3a oc|)uu,uaAHa u eguH- 
cmBeHO no36oAeHa peAuaua 6 EbAaapua 
npe3 863 z. npeBpbix^a cmpaHama 6 cBoe- 
o6pa3HO gyxoBHo geme Ha BmaHmufl. B 
mbpceHemo Ha ugeHmuMHocm 6bAaapu- 
me u^e cbmBop^m MHoao ckopo CAeg nok- 
pbcmBaHemo cu cBoa nuc- 
MeHa cucmeMa, Ha 6a3ama 
Ha koflmo iu,e Cb3gagam 
cBoa npaBocAaBHa xpucmu- 




Signef of Samuii Aiuman, a Bulgarian serving in the Byzantine 
administration, lithe. 



tinople, the capital of the Empire, and 
destroyed the Eternal State 

The Bulgarian lands in this peri- 
od had the chance to constitute most of 
Byzantium's Europeans territories when 
that state and civilization were created 
but also to be the state closest among 
all European territories to 

Constantinople, the capital of the 
empire, and the leading centers of civi- 
lization like Salonika and the monaster- 
ies of Mt.Athos. The Bulgarian state, 
which was founded in 632, won the 
province of Moesia from Byzantium in 
681, Thrace in 812 and Macedonia in 
827 after wars. In fact apart from 
what is Greece today, these were 
all European possessions of 
the Empire. 

Unlike the barbar- 
ians who attacked Rome 
and destroyed its civi- 
lization, the Bulgarian 
state made an excellent 
use of the gift of destiny. 
The Byzantine provinces, 
Thrace and Macedonia in 
particular, were almost 
intact when conquered: they 
had rich cities and developed 
cradles of Byzantine civilization; 
Mesembria, Sozopol, Plovdiv, Sofia, 
Bitola, Ohrid, Strumica. Religious toler- 
ance in the pagan period of the 
Bulgarian state (from the 7th to mid 9th 
century) ensured the peaceful develop- 
ment of the Byzantine civilization 
model which was gradually established 
on the whole Bulgarian society. The 
adoption of Christianity as the official 
and only permitted religion in Bulgaria 
in 863 turned the country into a kind of 
of a spiritual child of Byzantium. In their 
search of identity shortly after the con- 
version to Christianity the 
Bulgarians were to invent 
their own writing tradi- 
tion on the basis of which 



AHcka mj6uAU3au,ufl. ripomuBonocmaBflu- 
ku ce, ho u o6MeH5iuku i^eHHOcmu, gBe- 
me nuBuAusaivuu u^e yegHakB^m HopMu u 
kpumepuu, 3a ga a>3gagam kbM kpasi na 
CbLnecmByBaHemo cu egHa oGma i^uBu- 
Amai^u^, HapunaHa om i-mkou cbBpeMeH- 
hu yqeHu Ha 3anag !, Bu3aHmuHo-CAaBflHC- 
ka". 



they were to create an original Orthodox 
Christian civilization. However much the 
two civilizations were in conflict, they 
drew on each others culture, exchanged 
values and towards the end their princi- 
ples and criteria were to produce a civi- 
lization which some modern scholars in 
the West call the Byzantine-Slav civiliza- 
tion. 




BbArAPCKATA 
U,I/IBI/IAI/I3AU,I/15I 

Ha kpbcmonbmHama 
3eM^i Ha BaAkaHume 6bA- 
aapume ce noaBsiBam 6j 
HaMaAomo Ha IV 6., kamo| 
eguH om Hanagau^ume 
u3moMHume npegeAu na 
PuMckama uMnepua Ha-I 
pogu. ripou3xogbm u!* 
npapoguHama uaa ca 3a- 
6yAeHu 6 maima u npe- 
gu36uk6am o>kecmoMeHU 
cnopoBe Me>kgy yneHu- 
me. MH03UHa coMam kamo nbpBu mexHu 
oBumaAuina noAemama 6 Cu6up Ha ce- 
Bep om BeAukama kumaucka cmeHa, ko- 
flmo e u3gu2Hama uMenno cpemy rnex- 
Hume BuxpeHu HanageHua. Apy 2U c/v ^- 
rnam, ne npapoguHama uaa e 6 AAmau. 

EgHo e cuaypHO - yBAeneHu om 
BeAukomo npeceAeHue Ha Hapogu- 
me npe3 ll-III 6., 6bAaapckume 
nAeMeHa 3ae/v\am cmenume oko- 
ao MepHO A/tope /v\e>kgy ycmue- 
mo Ha Ay Ha ^ u Ka6ka3. Tyk me 
ocmaBam okoAO nemupu cmo- 
Aemu^i u ce npeBpbinam 6 
ycegHaA Hapog. B oGmecmBe- 
Ho-noAumunecko orrmoweHue 
6bA2apume ocmaBam pa3geAe- 
hu Ha H^koAko nAe/v\eHa. /\o Rac 
ca gocmuaHaAu uMeHama na 
Hflkou om nrmx - kympuaypu, 
OHoayHgypu, ymu2ypu...ApMu- 
ume um caMocmo^meAHO uau 6 
cbK)3 c xyHu, aBapu, CAaBfmu ca 
63eMaAu ynacmue 6 HanageHua 
cpeiu,y 3e/v\ume Ha i/bmoHHama 
PuMcka uMnepua uau cpewy 3anagHa 
EBpona. rioHfikoaa omp^gume um 6uau 
HaeMaHu om uMnepamopume Ha BiraaH- 
mufl 3a BoeHHu aku,uu cpe- 
wy npomuBHuu,ume Ha um- 
nepuama. riocmeneHHO 
6bAaapume 3aeAu mepumo- 





A tongue-like prolonged appltqun, part of a gold belt ornament 

8th c, 



THE BULGARIAN 
CIVILIZATION 

The Bulgarians 
The Bulgars appeared 
on the crossroads in the 
Balkans in early 4th cen- 
tury as one of the peoples 
that invaded the eastern 
regions of the Roman 
Empire. Their origins and 
■native land are a mystery 
|which scholars fiercely 
argue about. Many schol- 
ars believe they inhabited 
the plains in Siberia north of the 
Great Chinese Wall, which was erect- 
ed stop their incursions. Other schol- 
ars believe Altai is the place of origin 
of the Bulgars. 

What is beyond doubt is that 
drawn by the Great Migration of 
Peoples in the 2nd-3rd century 
the Bulgar tribes seized the 
Pontic steppes between the 
mouth of the river Danube 
and the Caucasus. They 
remained there in the next 
four centuries and ceased to 
be nomads. Socially and 
politically the Bulgars were 
divided into several tribes. 
Some of the surviving names 
are Cutriguri, Onogunduri, 
Utiguri. Their armies on their 
on or allied with Huns, Avars 
or Slavs were involved in 
incursions against the Eastern 
Roman Empire or against 
Western Europe. Sporadically 
the Byzantine emperors had used 
them as mercenaries for operations 
against enemies of the Empire. 

Gradually the Bulgars 
conguered all the lands 
to the north of the 
Empire: the Wallachian 



puume Hag u^Aama ceBepHa apaHuu,a Ha 
l/lMnepu5ima - BAaiukama HU3una u TpaH- 
cuABaHu^. B peayAmam Ha Bouhu u goao- 
Bopu kpauHume 3anagHu nAeMeHa ce 3a- 
ceAUAu gopu B CeBepHa HmaAU5i u BaBa- 
pu5i, kbgemo nocmeneHHO ce npemonu- 
au, ocmaB^iuku (Hau-BeMe 6 CeBepHa 
HmaAusi) MH02o6pouHume 4>a/v\uAuu ByA- 
aapu, ByAaapuHu u np. 

OGu^ecmBeHomo ycmpoucmBo Ha 
6bA2apume 6uao onpocmeHO u 
MO>ke 6u 3amo6a inkAFOMU- 
meAHO >ku3HeHO u et|)u- 
kacHO. Cmpykmypama 
My 6uAa cbcmaBeHa 
om c6o6ogHu ceA^Hu 
u 3aHaflmHuu, o6egu- 
neHU 6 pogoBe, pbko- 
BogeHu om Hau-8b3- 
pacnriHU5R geecnoco6eH 
cmapeuiuuHa Ha poga. Ha- 
koAko gecernku poga 6uau 
o6eguHenu B nAe/vie, HaneAO 
Ha koemo cmoM xaH, u3AbnBaH 
om cpegume Ha cbBema Ha cmapeu- 
oiuHume na pogoBeme. 

PogoBeme Ha 6bA2apume, 3a pa3Auka 
om MHoeo anoAoeuMHU cmpykmopu npu 
gpyau napogu 6 ma3U enoxa, He 6uau 
xep/viemuMHO 3am6opena cucmeMa 3a 
npuLUbAi^ume. B rrmx oxomno npue/v\aAu 
kakmo cbHapogHuu,u om gpyau pogoBe, 
maka u Hy>kgeHu,u-nAeHHuu,u, B3emu npu 
HanageHuama cpemy BusaHmus (mpaku, 
Pumaahu, 2bpu,u, aomu, xyHU, aBapu), 3a- 
nagHoeBponeui^u, a3uamu,u. Ca/v\omo 
uMe n 6yA2ap" 03HaMa6a "cMec om napo- 
gu". PacoBama u peAuauo3Hama moAe- 
paHmHocm oneBugHO npuBAunaAa MHoao 
xopa npu SbAaapume u au kapaAa oxorn- 
ho ga npue/wam cb3gageHama cucme/via 
om 3akoHu, peayAupaiu,a >ku6oma Ha 06- 
mecmBomo, yAecH^Bauku u 6bp3ama um 
acuMUAau,ua. B mosu CMUcbA (J>opMupa- 
Hemo na GbAaapckama Ha- 
u,uh MO>ke ga ce cpaBnu 
eguHcmBeHO c o6pa3yBa- 
Hemo 6 hoBu BpeMeHa Ha 




Proto-Bulgarian ceramic vessels, 7th - 9th cc. 



Plain and Transylvania. As a result of 
wars and truces the peripheral west- 
ern tribes settled as far as Northern 
Italy and Bavaria where they gradual- 
ly were assimilated leaving (mostly in 
Northern Italy) the common surnames 
Bulgari, Bulgarini, etc. 

The social system of the Bulgars 
was simple and this could have been 
the reason for its vitality and efficien- 
cy. Society was composed of free 
peasants and artisans brought togeth- 
er in a clan of which the oldest able 
elder of the clan was the chieftain. 
Several dozens of clans united to 
form a tribe which was headed by a 
khan who the council of elders of 
the clans appointed. 

Unlike many similar 
structures with 
other peoples 
of the time 
the clans of 
the Bulgars 
were not a 
system that 
was hermet- 
ically sealed 
against newcom- 
ers. The clan was 
open to members of 
other clans and to foreign- 
ers who had been taken pris- 
oner during the invasions in 
Byzantium (Thracians, Romans / 
Greeks, Goths, Huns and Avars), West 
Europeans and people from Asian. 
The very name "Bulgar" means a melt- 
ing pot of peoples. Apparently racial 
and religious tolerance attracted 
many people to among the Bulgars 
and accept their code, which regulat- 
ed social practices and facilitated 
assimilation. In this sense the forma- 
tion of the Bulgarian 
nation could compare in 
recent times to the for- 
mation of the American 



a/wepukaHckama u aBcmpaAuuckama Ha- 
u,uu. 

flpogbA^aBaujpmo pa3gpo6*i6aHe Ha 
6bAeapume Ha MHoao nAeMeHa cmaHaAo 
npuMuna o6aMe kbM 567-568 z. BcuMku 
me ga nonagHam nog 6Aacmma Ha egHa 
oepoMHa My>kga gbp>kaBHa c^opMau.ufl, m. 
Hap. "Tiopkcku xaaaHam 11 , o6pa3y6aH om 
aAimaucku mropkcku nAeMena. Makap u 
ga 6uAa cf)opMaAHa, 3aiupmo 6bA2apc- 
kume xaHo6e npogbA>kuAu ga ynpaB- 
AflBam nAe/v\eHama cu, 3a6ucuMocm- 
ma om mropkckufl xaaaH HecbMHe- 
ho HakbpnaBaAa caMOAH> 
6uemo Ha 6bA2apume. 
I1pe3 632 2, xaH Ky6pam - 
Bogaw Ha nAe/wemo oho- 
ayngypu, ycn^A ga o6egu- 
hu u ga nocmaBu nog eg- 
HOAUHHama cu BAacm 
Bcunku 6bA2apcku nAe/weHa u ga ce ocBo- 
6ogu om mfopkckama BAacm, npokAaMu- 
pauku CMgaBaHemo na He3a6ucuMa 6bA- 
aapcka gbp>ka6a, flpekapaA noBene om 
gBagecem aoguHU kamo aocm BbB 6u- 
3aHmuucku^ u/vinepamopcku gBop, au- 
MeH npu5imeA Ha UMnepamop I/1pakAuu, 
xpuemimHUH no 6epou3no6egaHue / xaH 
Ky6pam u/waA 6oaamu HaSAiogeHua Bbp- 
xy c^yHkmjOHupaHemo u cmpoumeAcm- 
Bomo Ha cmaGuAHama gbp>ka6a 6 ona- 
3u enoxa u He ce nokoAeGaA ga eu 
npuAO>ku Ha npakmuka. OopMupaHu- 
me no HeaoBo Bpe/vie gbp>ka6na Ma- 
tuuHa, UHcmumyi^uu u kogekc om 3a- 
koHu, cbo6pa3enu c 6bAaapckomo 
o6uMauHo npaBo, npeBbpnaAu cb3gage- 
nama npe3 632 e. gbp>ka6a 6 ecJ>ekmHo 
geucmBaiu, /v\exaHU3bM. Cma6uAHume 
UHcmumyu,uu oneBugHO ca 6uau aAaBHa- 
ma npuMUHa EbAaapufl ga e eguHcmBeHa- 
ma om eBponeuckume gbp>ka6u, noaBu- 
au ce Bbpxy kapmama na EBpona npu Be- 
Aukomo npeceAeHue Ha Hapogume, ou,e- 
AeAu go gHauju gHu c u/v\e- 
mo, noAyneHO npu Cb3ga- 
BaHemo u. KbM kpaa Ha yn- 
paBAeHuemo Ha xaH Ky6- 
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and Australian nation alone. 

However, the continuing split of 
the Bulgars into many tribes was the 
reason why in 567-568 they fell under 
the control of a vast alien state entity, 
the so-called Turkic Khanate which 
the Altaic Turkic tribes had formed. 
Though nominally the Bulgarian 
khans continued the rule their tribes, 
their dependence of the Turkic 
khan no doubt offended the digni- 
ty of the Bufgars. In 632 Khan 
nMl§k Koubrat, the chieftain 

I <-i of the tribe 

Onogunduri managed 
to unite and bring 
under his autocratic 
rule all Bulgar tribes 
and overthrow Turkic 
rule proclaiming an 
independent Bulgarian state. Having 
spent over 20 years in at the 
Byzantine imperial court and a close 
friend of the Emperor Heraclius, a 
Christian by religion, Khan Koubrat 
had the chance of first-hand 
observation of the practices in 
the most stable state of the time 
and did not hesitate to put what 
he had seen into effect. The 
administration and institutions 
created in his reign, together 
with codification that con- 
formed to Bulgarian common 
law enabled the state he 
founded in 632 to operate effi- 
ciently. Evidently the stable insti- 
tutions were the main reason for 
Bulgaria to be alone among the 
European states which had 
emerged on the map of Europe 
with the Great Migration of 
Peoples to survive with the name in 
had when it was founded. 

At the end of Khan 
Koubrat's reign the 
strenghth of the young 
Bulgarian state was test- 




pam >ku3HeHocmma Ha MAagama 6bAaap- 
cka gbp>ka6a 6uAa npoBepeHa om eg ho 
aoAfl/vio 6ap6apcko HaiuecmBue - mo6a 
Ha xa3apume. Te ycneAU ga 3aBAageflrn 
nacm om u3moHHume u K3>kHume mepu- 
mopuu Ha BbAaapufl - cmenume Ha ceBep 
om Ka6ka3 u noAyocmpoB Kpu/v\. Hac- 
AegHukbm Ha Ky6pam - xaH Acnapyx, yc- 
n^A ga cnpe xa3apckama UH6a3Ufl Ha pe- 
ka /\,Henbp, ho HflMaA cuau ga npeMUHe 6 
koHmpaHacmbnAeHue u ga BbsBbpHe 3a- 
ay6eHume mepumopuu Ha 
EbAaapim - cmenume Ha ceBep 
om Ka6ka3 u noAyocmpoB KpuM. 
HacAegHukbm Ha KySpam - xan 
Acnapyx, ycnsiA ga cnpe xa3apcka- 
ma uH8a3ua na peka /\nem>p f ho ha- 
/v\aA cuau ga npe/v\UHe 6 koHmpaHac- 
mbnAeHue u ga 6b36bpHe 3aay6eHume 
mepumopuu. Taka 6 cpegama Ha VII 6., 
Makap u c HaMaAeHa gbp>ka6Ha mepu- 
mopuu, o6x6aLu 1 aLU 1 a 3eMume /v\e>kgy /\y- 
Ha6 u /\Henbp, BbAaapua oi^eAAAa. 

Tpugecem aoguHu no-h>CHO, oneBug- 
ho 6b3cmaHo6uAa cuAume cu, ma npeg- 
npueAa puckoBaHa, ho HanbAHO Heo6xo- 
guMa 3a cbiu,ecm6y6aHemo u mepumo- 
puaAHa ekcnamua. PbkoBogemuflm gbp- 
>ka6ama noAumunecku ekun, HaneAO c 
xaH Acnapyx, HaBsipHO cu gaBaA CMem- 
ka, Me HaMaAeHama gbp>ka6Ha mepumo- 
puu e cbcmaBeHa Bene ca/v\o om Aecno 
npeogoAUMu npu 8pa>kecko HanageHue 
cmenu. Bb36pbiu,aHemo Ha mepumopuu- 
me, 3aemu om xa3apume, He 6u nogo6- 
puAO cbmecmBeHG cumyai^uflma, mbQ 
kamo c u3kAioMeHue Ha Kpu/v\ u npegnAa- 
HUHume na KaBka3, me cbiup 6uau cme- 
nu. Emo satup 3a mepumopuaAHa ekc- 
naH3U5i 6uAa u36paHa nocokama Ha \oz. 
Cmapama pu/vicka npoBuHU,u^ Mu3u$\ 
npuBA^ikAa BHUMaHuemo Ha 6bAaapume 
cbc cBoume nAogopogHU paBHUHu, oapa- 
geHu om Bucokume nAaHUHu Ha BaAka- 
Ha. Ta3u npoBuHL^uM 6uAa 
3aceAeHa cbc cAaB^HU, a 
BAacmma Ha Bu3aHmua 
nag Hen 6uAa HQ/vtuHaAHa. 
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ed in a large barbarian invasion, that 
of the Khazars who seized some of 
Bulgaria's eastern and southern terri- 
tories: the steppes north of the 
Caucasus and the Crimean Peninsula. 
Khan Koubrat's successor, Khan 
Asparouh, checked the Khazar inva- 
sion at the river Dnepr but could not 
launch a counter-of-offensive to 
regain the lost lands. Thus in mid-7th 
Bulgaria survived though in 
ced territory between the 
nube and Dnepr. 

Thirty years later 
Bulgaria, which had evi- 
dently recovered, resort- 
ed to a hazardous but 
absolutely necessary ter- 
ritorial expansion. Khan 
Asparouh and the nobility 
must have been aware that 
a reduced territory in the 
steppes could easily be 
overrun. If the lands the 
Khazars had seized were 
regained, the situation 
would not have improved 
apart from the Crimea and 
the foothills of the 
Caucasian Mountains, 

which again were steppes . 
Therefore the territorial 
expansion was to be south- 
wards. The old Roman province 
Moesia attracted the Bulgars' atten- 
tion by the fertile plains surrounded 
by the high Balkan Range. Slavs were 
the population of that province over 
which Byzantium only had nominal 
control. 

In 680 the Bulgar army invad- 
ed Moesia, defeated the imperial 
armies and before the summer of 681 
seized the entire province. Byzantium 
had to sign a peace 
treaty with Bulgaria and 
for the first time the 
Bulgars settled in the 




I~lpe3 680 a. 6bA2apckama apwufl Hax- 
AyAa 6 Mu3ufl, pa32po/viuAa uMnepamopc- 
kama ap/wufl u go Aflmomo Ha 681 z. 3ae- 
Aa mepumopu^ma Ha u^Aarma npoBun- 
mm Bu3aHmu^i 6uAa npuHygeHa 
ga nognuwe MupeH goeoBop c 
BbAeapua u maka 6bAaapume 
ce ycmaHo6uAu 3a nbpBu nbtn 6 
3eMume r nacm om mepumo- 
pu^ma Ha cbBpeMeHHama hu 
gbp>ka6a. 

Kamo orrmeA, 
ne ormceaa nama- 





mbk 2Aa6HU5im no- 
AumuMecku npo- 
muBHuk LL^e 6bge Bu- 
3aHmu^ ; xaH Acnapyx 
npeMecmuA cmoAuu,ama na 
gbp>ka6ama u u^HmpaAHume 
gbn>ka6Hu uHcmumyi^uu Ha \oz 
om Ay Ha 6/ 6 MaAkomo gornoaaBa CAa- 
BflHcko ceAuu^e FlAucka, koemo ckopo ce 
npeBbpnaAo 6 2oaam u 6Aecrrmm,o ykpe- 
neH apag. 

Cb3ga6aHemo Ha BbAaapu^ - egHa 
cma6uAHa u go6pe ypegeHa gbp>ka6a, 
HecbMHeHo oka3aAO oapoMHO BAusmue 
Bbpxy noAumuMeckomo pa36umue Ha E6- 
poneuckufl koHmuHeHm. Ha u3mok m*i 
cnp^Aa ekcnaH3Uflma Ha I/temoHHama 
PuMcka u/wnepua (Bu3aHmua) - egHa yHu- 
BepcaAHa gbp>ka6a, cmpe/wau^a ce cbo6- 
pa3HO gbp>ka6Hama cu koHi^eni^ufl ga no- 
abAHe u^Aa EBpona, 6b3cmaHo6fl6au- 
ku neAokyriHama Pu/vicka u/v\ne- 
pua. Om gpyea cmpaHa BbAaapus 
cnupa 3a6uHa2u BapBapckume 
HaiuecmBufl kbM EBpona om A3Ufl, 
kamo unkacupa Bcunku ygapu Ha 
BapBapume u go kpaa na XIV 6. 
pa3apoM^6a HatuecmBeHUL^ume. 

B EBpona gHec CMsimam 3a cna- 
cumeA Ha cmapua koHmuHenm om 
apa6cko-MK3CK)AMaHckama im6a3Ufl KapA 
MapmeA, koumo 6 732 a. 
npu floamue pasapoM^Ba 
eguH apaGcku ompsg om 6 
000-7 000 Goui^u, HaxAyA 
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The treasure of Khan Kubrat; Malaya Pereshcheplna, 
Ukraine; 7th c. AD, 
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lands which are part of present day 
Bulgaria . 

Knowing that Byzantium would 
be the arch political enemy from now 
on Khan Asparouh shifted the 
capital of the state and the 
central state institutions 
south of the Danube to Pliska 
which until then had been a 
small Slav settlement and 
which soon became a 
large and excellently for- 
tified city. 

The creation of 
Bulgaria as a stable and 
well-organized state no 
doubt had a tremendous 
effect on political develop- 
ment in the continent of 
Europe. To the East Bulgaria 
checked the expansion of the 
Eastern Roman Empire (Byzantium) 
which was a universal state which 
sought in compliance with its concept 
of statehood to engulf all Europe and 
reinstate the integrity of the Roman 
Empire. On the other hand Bulgaria 
blocked forever the barbarian incur- 
sions from Asia into Europe, receiving 
all the blows of the barbarians and 
defeating invaders till late 14th cen- 
tury. 

In Europe Charles 
Martel who in 732 at 
Poitiers defeated an Arab 
unit of 6000 to 7000 men 
who had invaded France 
is considered the sav- 
iour of the Old 
Continent from the 
Arab-Moslem invasion. 
This followed the Arab 
passage of the straits of 
Gibraltar and occupation of practical- 
ly entire Spain two 
decades earlier. Few 
people today know that 
the Arab advance had 




BbB 0paHU,im. To6a ce CAynuAO CAeg ka- 
mo 6 npegiuecmBamume gecemeAemim 
apa6ume, npeMUHaAU ru6paAmap, 6uau 
okynupaAu nonmu u^Aa HcnaHua. MaA- 
mjHa gHec 3Haflrn, ne apaGckama UHBa- 
3ua ce e ocbLL^ecmB^iBaAa npe3 gBama 
npomoka, Mapkupau^u gBeme kpauHU 
monku Ha EBpona - TuSpaAmap Ha 3anag 
u Boc())opa Ha u3mok. 1/1 ne apa6ume ca 
npegnpueAu aAaBHUA ygap npe3 Eoccf)opa 
u uMeHHO myk me ca 8uau pa32poMeHu 
om SbAaapckama apMim, koMaHgBaHa 
om xaH TepBeA. Pipes 716 a. 6 cepua om 
no6egHu cpa>keHU5i 
6bAaapckama apMus 
yHuiu,o>ka6a 6au30 
200 000 apa6cku 
6ouu,u u npoeoHBa 
ocmambu,ume om 
mexHume apMuu 6 

A3Ufl. 

Flpe3 nbpBume 250 a. 
om pa36umuemo cu BbA- 
aapus e BnAemeHa 6 cepuo3Hu gBySou 
Ha u3mok c BimHmim u Ha 3anag c cjjpaH- 
ckama UMnepua. B pe3yAmam Ha no6e- 
gume Ha apMuume u, kbM gbp>ka6Hama 
mepumopufl na cmpaHama ca npucbegu- 
HeHu seMume Ha Ha Tpakua, MakegoHUfl, 
gneiuHume Cbp6im u PyMbHua, nacm om 
YHaapusi. Bcunku me ca HaceAeHu moaa- 
8a cbc CAaBsiHcku nAeweHa. BbAaapu^ ce 
npeBpbu^a napeg c BinaHmufl u CBeme- 
Hama pu/wcka uMiiepim 6 mpemama eB- 
poneucka noAumunecka cynepcuAa, on- 
pegeA^iu,a Hacokume na pa3Bumue Ha 
Cmapufl koHmuHeHm. 

riapaAeAHO B gbp>kaBama ce U36bpiu- 
Bam uHmepecHu emHunecku npou,ecu. 
CAaBflHume cbcmaBA^Bam pewumeAHO 
npeoGAag^Bamu^ g^A om HaceAeHuemo 
Ha cmpaHama, e3ukbm um ce HaAaaa ka- 
mo 06111, 3a Bcimku 6bAaapcku nogaHui^u, 
He3a6ucuMo om ermHimeckufl um npou3- 
xog. OcBeH moBa mou 
cmaBa e3uk Ha gbp>ka6Ha- 
ma agMUHucmpai^ua, a 
CAeg xpucmuflHinai^imma 
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two stepping stones which were the 
straits that are the westernmost and 
easternmost points of Europe, 
Gibraltar and the Bosphorus, and that 
the Arabs who used the Bosphorus 
were defeated there by the Bulgar 
army commanded by Khan Tervel. In 
71 6 after a series of victorious battles 
the Bulgar army routed some 200 000 
Arab armies back to Asia. 

In the first 250 years of its 
development Bulgaria was involved in 
serious wars with Byzantium in the 
east and with the Empire of the 
Franks in the west. The armies of the 
Bulgars were victorious and Thrace, 
Macedonia, present day Serbia and 
Romania and part of Hungary were 
added to Bulgaria. In those days they 
were inhabited by Slav tribes. 
Alongside with Byzantium and the 
Holy Roman Empire 
ulgaria became 
the third 
political 
superpow- 
er in 
Europe and 
the course of 
the Old Continent. 
Interesting ethnic processes 
were occurring in the state at the 
same time. The Slavs made up the 
majority of the population and their 
language was imposed on all 
Bulgarian subjects regardless of their 
ethnic origin. At the same time it was 
the language of state administration 
and after the conversion of the 
Bulgarian people into Christianity, of 
church service. 

During the reign of Boris I (852- 
893) Christianity was proclaimed to 
be the only official recognized reli- 
gion in the Bulgarian 
state. The adoption of 
Christianity in Bulgaria 
drew an enthusiastic 




Ha 6bA2apckusi Hapog u Ha u^pkoBHomo 
6o2ocAy>keHue. 

npu ynpa6ama Ha Bopuc I (852-893) 
xpucmuflHcmBomo e o6a6eHO 3a egunc- 
m6eHO npu3Hama peAuaua 6 BbAaapcka- 
ma gbp>ka6a. Cb6umuemo e npegu36u- 
kaAo He6u6aA eHmycua3b/v\ 6 EBpona. 
ribpBama mucua, koflimo mp^66a ga 
xpucmu5iHU3upa e3UMeckume o6Aacmu 6 
CeBepHa BbAaapua ugBa om IHacay, 
EaBapufl 6 pe3yAmam Ha noAumuHec- 
ko cnopa3yMeHue Me>kgy Bopuc I u 
aepMaHekufl kpaA AtogoBuk npe3 867 
a. Ha toe - 6 Tpakufl u MakegoHufl, 
e6aH2eAU3au,u5ima Ha 6bAaapume e 
mBbpLuena om 2pbu,ku gyxoBHuu,u 
ou^e 6 npegwecmBaiupmo cmoAemue. 
BbAaapcku^m BAagerneA e nokpbcmeH 
om cnei^uaAHa mucua, u3npameHa om 
6u3aHmuucku5i uMnepamopcku gBop. 

riokpbcmBaHemo Ha 6bAaapume e no- 
Bog 3a u3oanpflHe Ha aAyxo mAeeo^ume 
gomoaaBa cnopoBe Me>kgy Pu/v\ckufl na- 
na u KoHcmaHmuHonoAckim nampuapx 
3a nbpBeHcmBo Ha kamegpume um cpeg 
xpucmuflHiime 6 
EBpona. Cnopbm 
B3eMa gpa/v\amuMHu 
pa3/v\epu. 3aA02bm 
e mBbpge 20asim, 
mbu kamo cmaBa 
gy/via 3a agMUHucm- 
pupaHe Ha guou,e- 
3ume Ha egHa om 
mpume BeAuku eB- 
poneucku cuau. Ha 
u,bpko6eH cb6op Ha 
nampuapcume Ha 
KoHcmaHmuHonoA, 
Pum, AHmuoxufl, 
EpycaAUM u AAek- 
caHgpufl npe3 870 z, 

CAeg AoBku MaHeBpu 6u3aHmuuckufl 
nampuapx ycnsBa ga npokapa peweHue 
3a nogMUHenue Ha 6bA2apc- 
kume guou,e3u Ha Kohc- 
maHmuHonoAckama nam- 
puapwufl. BbAaapckume 
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response in Europe. The first mission 
that was expected to convert the 
pagan regions in Northern Bulgaria 
into Christianity arrived from Passau, 
Bavaria, as a result of political agree- 
ment between King Boris I and the 
German King Ludwig in 867. To the 
south, in Thrace and Macedonia, 
Greek clergymen had carried 
out the evangelization of the 
Bulgarians in the previous 
century. The Bulgarian 
monarch was baptized by a 
special Byzantine Imperial 
embassy. 

The conversion of the 
Bulgarians to Christianity was a 
pretext for the aggravation of the 
smoldering dispute between the Pope 
in Rome and the patriarchs in 
Constantinople, Rome, Antioch, 
Jerusalem and Alexandria in 870 the 
patriarch of Byzantium succeeded in 
passing a decision, which placed the 
Bulgarian dioceses under the 

Patriarchate of 
Constantinople. 
However, the 
Bulgarian politi- 
cians had no 
intention to let 
the Bulgarian 

dioceses be sub- 
ordinated to 
Constantinople 
as they realized 
that a church 
under the control 
of another state 
would bring no 
good to the 
Bulgarian state. 
The Bulgarian archbishopric that was 
instituted was granted an autonomous 

status and in 91 7 a fully 
independent Bulgarian 
Patriarchate was pro- 
claimed. 



noAumumj o6aMe H^Mam u kanka Ha/v\e- 
peHue ga nogMUHflm 6bA8apckume enap- 
xuu na KoHcmanmuHonoA, cb3Ha6auku, 
ne u,bpk6a, nogBAacrrma Ha My>kga gtp- 
>ka6a, H^Ma ga goHece Huuup go6po 3a 
6bAeapckama gbp>ka6a. Cbsgagenama 
BbAeapcka apxuenuckonua noAynaBa 
aBmoHOMeH cmamym, a om 917 z. 
e o6si6eHa u 3a nanbAHO He3a- 
6ucu/via BbAeapcka nampu- 
apiuua, 

npue/v\aHemo Ha xpuc- 
muflHcmBomo, npono- 
BagBaHO Ha apbi^ku e3uk, 
cbo6pa3HO kaHOHa, pas- 
pywaBaw, ynompe6ama 
6 6oaocAy>keHuemo caMo 
Ha mpu nucMeHu e3uka - 
apbi^ku, AamuHcku u eB- 
peucku, kpue ou^e egHa 
onacHocm - nocmeneH- 
Hama epo3us na Hapog- 
HocmHomo cb3HaHue Ha 
gbp>ka6Hama agMUHUC- 
mpau,ufl u uHineAeaeH- 
u,uflima. rioAumuMecku- 
nxx\ ekun Ha i^ap Bopuc I 
3acma6a u314^ao 3ag uge- 
ama Ha 6pamflma KupuA 
u Memoguu - 6bAaapu 
om CoAyH Ha 6u3aH- 
muucka cAy>k6a, 3a 6o- 
20CAy>keHue u kyAmy- 
peH >ku6om na Cb3gage- 
Hama om ca/wume m^x cAaBsmcka nuc- 
MeHocm o^e 6 855 z. Tou 6Hu/v\ameAHO 
u3Mak6a kaHOHU3au,uflma Ha cAaB^Hcka- 
ma asGyka om 6e3cnopHume Boganu Ha 
xpucmuflHume 6 EBpona - PuMckus nana 
u KoHemaHtnuHonoAckufl nampuapx. Ka- 
HOHUsai^u^ma Ha a36ykama ugBa npe3 
862 z. om KoHcrrtaHmuHonoA u npes 869 
z. om Pum. KAUMeHm Oxpugcku, Hay/vt, 
AHaeAapua, KoHcmanmuH FlpecAaBcku u 
gp. - yneHUL^u Ha KupuA u 
Memoguu, npucmu2HaAu 
6 BbAaapufl CAeg CMbpmma 
um, nocmeneHHO 6bBe>k- 




King Bon's with a cross in his hand and a crown on his head - minia- 
ture in the teacher's Tetraevangeiia of Constantine of Presiav. 



The adoption of Christianity 
preached in Greek in compliance 
with the canon which allowed to 
serve in church only in three lan- 
guages with a writing tradition, in 
Greek, Latin and Hebrew, constituted 
a further threat: This could gradu- 
ally have eroded the national 
awareness of the state 
administration and the 
clergy. King Boris V and his 
court entirely wholly 
supported the idea of 
the brothers Cyril and 
Methodius, Bulgarians 
from Salonika in 
Byzantine office, to con- 
duct the church service 
and use a the Slavonic 
script that they had 
invented in 855. He 
carefully waited for the 
canonization of the 
Slavonic alphabet by 
the unquestionable 
leaders of Christians in 
Europe: the Pope in 
Rome and the 

Patriarch in 

Constantinople. The 
alphabet was canon- 
ized in 862 by 
Constantinople and in 
869 by Rome, Clement 
Nahum, Angelarius, 
Constantine of Presiav and others, 
disciples of Cyril and Methodius, who 
arrived in Bulgaria after their death 
gradually introduced liturgy in the 
Slavonic language in the Bulgarian 
churches. At the same time the arch- 
bishopric sees of Ohrid and mainly 
Presiav , prepared thousands of 
teachers, priests and monks. In 893 
this enabled the new 
Bulgarian monarch, King 
Simeon the Great (893- 
927) to proclaim the 



of Ohrid, 



gam 6 6bA2apckume u,bpk6u 6oaocAy>ke- 
Hue Ha CAaBflHcku e3uk. Me>kgy6pe/v\eH- 
ho 6 enuckonckume u,eHmpo6e - 2Aa&HO 
8 Oxpug u FlpecAaB, ca nogaomBeHu xu- 
A9\gu ynumeAu, eBeu^eHui^u u MOHacu. 
flpe3 893 2. moBa no36oA^Ba Ha ho- 
Bufl 6bAaapcku BAagemeA - u,ap 
Cu/v\eoH BeAuku (893-927), ga 
o6$i6u CAaBflHckama nuc/vieHOcm 
3a oc|)uu,uaAeH e3uk na 
BbAaapckama gbp>ka6a u •*£&* 

u,bpkBa. C moBa 6bAaapcku- 
9\m napog cmaBa nbpBuam 6 
EBpona, koumo npe3 CpegHume 
BekoBe u3no6^g6a Bapama 6 Boea u 
mBopu kyAmypa Ha pogeH e3uk. 

Pipes CAeg6aiu,ume mpugecem aogu- 
hu BbAeapua u Busanmufl ce BnAumam 6 
c/wbpmoHOceH g6y6ou. 3aA02bm Bene He 
e BAageHue Ha egna uau gpyea npoBuH- 
u,ufl uau o6Aacm, a 6op6ama 3a xeaeMOH 
Ha xpucmuflHckufl H3mok. ToBa e u 6um- 
ka Ha yHuBepcaAHama c Hau,uoHaAHama 
gbp>ka6a. CaMomo cb- 
u^ecmByBaHe Ha Bene 
xpucmuflHckama gbp- ^g 

>ka6a BbAaapua ocnopBa 
CbinHOcmma Ha koH- 
u,enu,u^ma 3a ynuBep- 
caAHama gbp>ka6a, me- 
3ama ; Me mm e npoek- 
i\u% Ha Bo>kuemo u,apo 
mBo Ha 3eM^ma. 

J\$y&onm e Haucrnu- 
Ha gpaMamuMeH. 

OnumHama gunAOA/ia- 
l^uh Ha Bu3aHmuH BbB- 
AUMa BbB BouHume cu 
cpeiuy BbAaapufl Bcunku 
cbcegHu Hapogu - neqe- 
Heau, Mag>kapu, cbp6u. 
flog y/vieAomo ko/viaHg- 
BaHe Ha u,ap Cu/neoH BeAuku 6bAeapcku- 
me ap/wuu pa36uBam 6 gecemku cpa>ke- 
hu9\ Bcunkume cu npomuB- 
huu,u. Cpb6ckume u ynaap- 
ckume 3e/v\u, kakmo eBpo- 
neuckume BAageHUfl na Bu- 





Preslav gold treasure - necklace and earrings, 10th c. 

Ceramic icon of St. Theodore Stratiiat I Oth c. 
(white clay, drawn and with glaze), 



Slavonic script as the official language 
of the Bulgarian state and church. 
Thus the Bulgarians were the first 
among the nations in Europe who 
during the Middle Ages worshipped 
God and produced culture in their 
native language. 

In the next thirty years 
Bulgaria and Byzantium fought a 
life-and-death battle. They 
fought not for domination 
over a province or a region 
but to control the Christian 
East. Also that was a battle between 
a universal state and a nation state. 
The very existence of Bulgaria, 
already a Christian state challenged 
the nature of the concept of the uni- 
versal state and the assumption that it 
was a projection of the Kingdom of 
God upon the Earth. 

The battle was dramatic 
indeed. The experienced diplomats of 
Byzantium persuaded all 
neighbor peoples 
Pechenegs, Magyars and 
Serbs - to fight in the 
wars against Bulgaria. 
The Bulgarian armies 
under the skillful com- 
mand of king Simeon the 
Great defeated all their 
enemies in numerous 
battles. The Serbian and 
Hungarian lands and the 
European territories of 
Byzantium were occu- 
pied. King Simeon the 
Great planned to con- 
quer Byzantium and 
build a Bulgarian-Greek 
Orthodox empire in 
Eastern Europe. He failed to conquer 
Constantinople and in spite of his 

vast and powerful king- 
dom with borders 
stretching throughout 
Southeastern Europe, 



3aHmusi ca okynupanu. L^ap CuMeoH Be- 
Auku 3a/v\ucA5i Auk6ugupaHemo na Bu3aH- 
mu^i u u3apa>kgaHemo 6 l/temoMHa EBpo- 
na Ha egHa 6bAaapo~apbu,ka npaBocAaBHa 
u/vinepua. Tou o6ane He ycn^Ba ga npeB- 
3eMe KoHcmaHmuHonoA u, Makap ne 
ocmaBfl CAeg CMbpmma cu 
egHa oapoMHa u cuAHa gbp- 
>ka6a, Muumo apaHuu,u nok- 
puBam u,5iAa KDao3anagHa E6- 
pona, ugema 3a eguHna npa- 
BocAaBHa u/vmepua ocmaBa 
HeocbmecmBeHa. HacAegHu- 
kbm Ha Cu/v\eoH BeAuku - nap 
riemtp (827-969) ynpaBA^Ba 
npe3 CAegBau^ufl hoaoBuh Bek 
6 Mup c Bcunkume cu Cbcegu. 
BiBaHmufl e oGescuAeHa, ho 
HesaAUMeHa om kapmama Ha 
cBema u CAeg noAoBuH Bek, 
6b3cmaHoBuAa cuAunne cu u^e 
3anoMHe omnoBo 6op6a 3a xe- 
aeMOHUfl 6 XpucmuflHckua 1/13- 
mok, Bumkama m,e npogbA>ku 
mo3u nbm 6au30 50 aoguHU, 3a 3a 
ga npukAKDMu cbc 3aay6ama Ha 6bAaap- 
ckama gbp>ka6Ha He3a6ucuMocm npe3 
1018 a. Ckopo CAeg moBa 6bAaapckama 
apucmokpai^ufl, ocmaBeHa ga ynpaBA^Ba 
apagoBeme u 3eMume cu, u^e nanpaBu 
6u3aHmuuckama BAacm ho- 
MUHaAna, a npe3 1185 a. iu,e 
8b3cmaHo6u gbp>kaBHama 
He3a6ucuMocm. 

I~lpe3 XII-XIV 6. BbA- 
aapckama gbp>ka6a om- 
hoBo ce npeSpbLL^a 6 
xeaeMOH Ha EBponeuckus 
K)aou3mok, u3mukBauku 
B babAa Ha noAumunecka- 
ma ct^eHa Bu3aHmufl, nosi- 
BuAa ce npe3 1204 a. gbp- 
>ka6Ha c^opMai^ufl Ha 3a- 
nagHoeBponeuckomo puu,apcm6o Aa- 
muHcka uMnepua, Cbp- 
6um. npe3 1277 - 1278 a. 
6bAaapckuMm nap HBauAo 
cnac^Ba He ca/v\o BbAaa- 





A coat of arms with the inscription "King of the Bulgarians" from The 

Book of Heraldry by K, Grunenberg (1483). Bavarian State Library, 

German manuscript Ne 145, 

A ceramic plate, 10th c. 



the idea of a unitary Orthodox empire 
did not materialize. Simeon the 
Great's successor, King Peter (827- 
969) ruled in the next half a century 
in peace with all his neighbors. 
Byzantium was weakened but not 

wiped out from 
the map of 
the world 
and in the 
next half a 
century re- 
covered and 
resumed the 
battle for 

domination in 
the Christian 
East. This ti- 
me the strug- 
gle contin- 
ued for almost 
50 years and 
ending in 1018 
when the Bul- 
garian state lost its 
independence. Short 
ly after the Bulgarian 
aristocracy left to govern in 
their cities and lands made Byzantine 
power nominal and in 1186 Bulgaria 
recovered her sovereignty. 

In the 12th-14th century 

the Bulgarian state became the 

dominating factor again in the 

Southeastern Europe and pushed 

Byzantium, the Latin Empire 

which was formed in 1204 by 

Crusader knights and Serbia in 

the corner of the political scene. 

I In 1277-1278 the Bulgarian King 

Ivailo saved not only Bulgaria but 

all Europe from the invasions of 

the Tartars who in their pursuit of 

world supremacy had overrun China, 

India, Russia, Poland 

and Hungary. The Tartar 

armies were defeated in 

Bulgaria and driven out 



pufl, ho u u^Aa EBpana om HaiuecmBue- 
mo Ha mamapume, npe/v\a3aAu no nbrrm 
cu kb/v\ cBemoBHomo aocnogcmBo Ku- 
mau, Ungufl, Pycua, FloALua u YHaapufl. B 
EbAaapim mamapckume apMuu ca 6umu, 

pa32pOA/teHU U U3x6bpAeHU 

usBbH apaHuu,urne Ha gbp- 
>kaBama, l/l Makap ne me 
ocmaBam oiu,e noHe gBa 
Beka cepuo3Ha noAu- 
munecka u BoeHHa cu- 
Aa, ocmpuemo Ha aa- 
pecu^ma um kbM E6- 
pona e 3a6uHaau npe- 
MyneHO. 

Bek no-kbCHo o6ane 
BbAaapuM u ocmanaAu- 
me 6aAkaHcku gbp>ka6u - 
BioaHmim, AA6aHua, Cbp6ufl, 
BAaxua u MoAgoBa, He ycn^Bam ga ygbp- 
>kam Ha HoBama ucAflMcka imBasufl, mo- 
3u nbm Bogena om ocManckume mypi^u. 
Vgbpbm na ucA^/via e naucmuHa mBbpge 
cuAeH, ho nokopsiBaHemo Ha npaBocAaB- 
Hama xpucmuflHcka l/hmoMHa EBpona ce 
gbA>ku u Ha gpyau 4>akmopu. Ha nbpBo 
M5icmo - Ha pa3geAeHuemo Me>kgy ca- 
Mume npaBocAaBHU gbp>ka6u. I/hnbA- 
HeHU c 63auMHu nogo3peHu^ u cno/v\eHU 
om cmapu 8pa>kgu, me He ycn^Bam ga 
U32pag^m 3gpaBa koaAuu,ufl 3a om6- 
AbckBaHe na ygapa. H na Bmopo 
M5icmo - Ha noMOiu, u cbmpygnu 
necmBo om cmpana Ha kamoAu- 
necka 3anagHa EBpona, koamo 3ao- 
pago HaGAiogaBa mumaHUHHume 
ycuAUfl na 6aAkaHckume gbp>ka6u 
ga ce cnpaB^m c MtocKDAMaHckama 
aapecufi. 3anagHa EBpona 3anAaiu,a 
ckbno 3a moBa. Ckopo ap/v\uume Ha 
ucA^Ma ce 03o6a6am nog cmeHume 
Ha BueHa u Beneu^ u ca Hy>kHU pe- 
ku om kpbB u nAaHimu om cpegcmBa, 3a 
ga 6bge cnaceHa 3anagHama nacm Ha 
Cmapim koHmuHeHm. 

flpe3 1396 a. Hag noc- 
Aegnama 6bAeapcka kpe- 
nocm ce pasBaBa 4>Aa2bm 





Proto-Bulgarion tent on which there ore graphic drawings. 
Limestone model, 8th or 9th c, 



Codex Assemani - an Old Bulgarian Giagoiitic manuscript of the 

10th c. 



of the state. Though for at least 
another two centuries the Tartars 
continued to be a serious political 
and military power, the edge of their 
aggression towards Europe was blunt- 
ed forever. 
i Wm A century 

later Bulgaria 
and the remain- 
ing Balkan states 
Byzantium, 
Albania, Serbia, 
Wallachia and 
Moldova - surren- 
dered to the new 
Islamic invasion 

which this time was 
led by the Ottoman 
Turks. Why the blow of 
Islam was very strong indeed though 
the conquest of Orthodox Christian 
Eastern Europe is to be attributed to 
other factors as well. Above all, it was 
the split between the Orthodox 
states. Suspecting each other and 
remembering old rivalry they failed to 
form a strong coalition to 
check the blow.ln the sec- 
ond place there was assis- 
tance and support from 
Catholic Western Europe 
which gloated over the 
titanic efforts of the Balkan 
states to check the Moslem 
aggression. Soon the armies 
of Islam reached Vienna 
and Venice and it was at 
the coast of abundant 
bloodshed and countless 
resources that the western 
half of the Old Continent 
was saved. 
In 1396 the standards of Islam 
were unfurled over the last Bulgarian 

fort. For almost 500 
years the Bulgarian peo- 
ple were to live in an 
alien religious and eth- 



Ha ucAAMa. Bau30 nemcmomuH aoguHU 
6bA2apckimm Hapog e npuHygeH ga >ku~ 
Bee 6 egHa ny>kga Bepcka u emHUMecka 
cpega. Ho mou omcmoflBa xpucmuflHC- 
kama cu Bapa, Hai^uoHaAHama cu eguH- 
muMHOcm u CAeg nopegui^a om Bbcma- 
hua cpeiuy OcMaHckama u/vmepua 6b3C- 
maHoBflBa gbp>ka6ama cu npe3 1878 a. u 
6AU3a kamo cBo6ogHa u cyBepeHHa Ha- 
u,u5T 6 HoBama ucmopim Ha EBpona. 



nic environment. However, the 
Bulgarians upheld their Christian faith 
and national identity and after a 
series of uprising against the Ottoman 
Empire had their state free in 1878 
and became part of the modern his- 
tory of Europe as a free and sovereign 
nation. 



Bojidar Dimitrov 



Bo>kugap 
AuMumpoB 




Embossed hand-written book, 14th c. 





PasnojriOMeHwe: KDrosa- 
naflHa Bb/irapi/m 
rinom: 6464.3 KB. km. 
HaceneHwe: 343 370 
Bpov) o6uuli/ihi/i: 14 
rpaAoee i/i no-rormMi/i 
HacexieHM wiecra: Bna- 
roeBrpafl, CaHAaHCKi/i, 
rieTpim, BaHCKO, Pasnor, 
Toue fle/mee, flKopyAa \a 
MenHiiK, Hai/i-ManKHTe 
rpaAOBe b BbJirapi/m 

My3ei/i: 

- BnaroeBrpaa - HcTopn- 
MecKn wiy3eM, XyAowec- 
TBeHa ra/iepufl 

- BaHCKO - l/ICTopunecKM 
My3ei/i, KbLAa - Mysei/i 
"HnKona BanuapoB", 
Kbma - Mysei/i "HeocjwT 
Pujickh" 

- Toue fle/meB - 1/lcTopn- 
MecKi^i MyseM 

- Me/IHI/IK - 1/ICTOpHMeCKH 

Mysei/i 

- rieTpMM - 1/ICTOpMMGCKH 

My3ei4 

- Pa3J10r .- l/ICTOpHHeCKI4 

My3eiii 

- CTpyMeniHima - RapK - 
My3ei/i "CaMymiOBa 
KpenocT" 

- CaHAaHCKn - Apxeono- 
mMecKM My3ei/i 

MaHacTi/ipi/i: 

- PoweHCKn MaHacTup: 

PO>KeHCKHHT MaHacTup 

e nocTpoeH npes 1220 
roAHHa. B no/iiiTe Ha 
rinpnH nnannHa, na 
ivmcTO, KbAeTO ca cb- 
mecTByBa/iH ApeBHH 
CBeTM/iHLAa. Pipes 14 
seK Manaciupa CTaBa 
ueHTbp Ha Kannrpacf)c- 
Ka LUKOJia. 3a n3BecieH 
nepMOA ot Bpeivie e 6i/iji 
rpbUKi/i Meiox. Flo Bpe- 
Me Ha Haui/ionajiHO oc- 
Bo6oAHTenHOTO ABuwe- 
HMe, necTO e cnywen 
3a CKpiiBariMLAa Ha pe- 
BO/iKDUMOHepa fine 
CaHAaHCKM, koi/ito e 
norpe6aH b 6nn30CT ao 
MaHacTupa. OpecKme 
b MaHacTupcKOTO xpa- 
HMnniMe fla™paT ot 
1662 roAHHa. I/Ikohoc- 
Tacme n3pa6oTeHi/i 
npe3 1715 roAHHa ca 
eAHHCTBeHu no poAa 
cm b Bb/irapi/ia v\ ca c 
yHi/iKarma AbpBope36a 

l/l OpHaMeHTL/l OT UBeTHO 



CTbKJIO. P0>KeH 

e Hai4-yflMBH- 
TeJiHwn MaHac- 
™p b lorosa- 
naflHa B^/ira- 



The village 
Kovachevitsa 









- MaHacmp To- 
ue flejmee" 

- MaHacTup "Xa- 
A>kh Hmmob" 

- MaHacrn/ip 
"06*#ih" 

- MaHadup Top- 
na BpecTHnua" 

Genu 114a, koi/ito 
npeflnaraT kjii/i- 
MaTO- 1/1 6anHe- 
o/ieMeHne: 

Bennua, c. ,0,06- 
piiHtime, c. Ma- 

pi/IKOCTl/IHOBO, 

CaHAaHCKn 
JleKyBam ce: 3a- 
6ormBaHi/m Ha 
AMxaTe/iHUTe nv 
TfiLna, Ha onop- 
HO-fltBuraTenHUJi 
anapaT, Ha cto- 

MaiUHO-MpeBHMfl 

TpaKT, Ha oTjcie- 
nuTejiHaia cwc- 
TeMa, KO>KHO- 
aiieprnHHH n HeB- 
pojiori4MHH 3a6o- 
nnsaHMft 



i ••••«•••• • * < 







Location - 

Southwestern 
Bulgaria 
Area - 

6464.3 sq. km 
Population - 
343 370 
Number of 
municipalities - 
14 

Towns and larg- 
er population 
centers - 
Blagoevgrad, 
Sandanski, 
Petrich, Bansko, 
Razlog, Gotse 
Delehev, 
Yakoruda and 
Melnik, the small- 
est town in 
Bulgaria. 

Museums: 

- Blagoevgrad - 
History muse- 
um, Art Gallery 

- Bansko - 
History 






Museum, Nikola 
Vaptsarov House- 
Museum, Neofit Rilski 
House-Museum 

- Gotse Delchev ."- History 
Museum 

- Melnik - History 
Museum 

- Petrich - History 
Museum 

- Razlog - History 
Museum 

- Strumeshnitsa - 
Samuitova Krepost 
Park-Museum 

- Sandanski - 
Archeological Museum 

Monasteries: 

- The Rozhen Monastery 
- was erected in 1220 in 
the foot of the Pirin 
Mountain, on a place 
where there had been 
ancient shrines, in the 
14th century, the 
Monastery had a scrip- . 
torium. It was a Greek 
convent for a period of 
time. It was the refuge 
of lane Sandanski, a 
national Liberation 
leader who is buried 
nearby. The frescoes in 
the Monastery ossuary 
date from 1662. It has 
unique woodcarved 
icohostases and the 
Church stained glass 
from 1715 is the only 
one of its kind in 
Bulgaria; Rozhen is the 
most distinctive 
monastery in 
Southwestern Bulgaria. 

- Monastery Gotse * 
Delchev 

- Monastery Hadzhidimov 

- Monastery Obidim 

- Monastery Gorna 
Brestnitsa 

SPA RESORTS: 

The villages of Belitsa, 
Dobrinishte, 

Marikostinovo, the town 
of Sandanski 
Treatment of diseases of 
the respiratory system, 
the locomotory system, 
the gastrointestinal tract, 
the secretory system, 
skin and allergic dis- 
eases, neurological dis- 
eases. 







Sozopol 




^essebar 



Hece6i>p 




Pa3nono>KeHMe: KDrons- 
TOMHa Bb/irapi/i*i 
rinoiM: 7604.8 kb. km. 
HaceneHwe: 426 028 
Bpow o6lhl/ihi/i: 12 
TpaAOBe vt no-rojiewm 
Hacenem/i iwecra: Byprac, 
APjtoc, KapHo6aT 5 Axto- 
non, Maiiko TbpHOBO, Ua- 
peso, Hece6bp, 063op, 
floiviopi/ie, Co3onon 

Mysei/i: 

- Byprac - Mysew Byprac, 
Apxeonori/mecKi/i My3ei/i, 
E"morpacJ)CKi/i Mysei/i, l/lc- 
Top^MecKM Myaeii, flpw- 
poflo-HayMeH My3aw, Kb- 
ma My3en u \~\eT9\ fly6apo- 
Ba, XyAO>KecTBeHa rane- 

pMfl 

- KapHo6aT - HcTopi/mec- 
k\a Mysew, Kbma iviyaevi 
"fl^MHTbp non^HOB 1 ' 

- MajiKO TbpHOBO - Mcto- 

PHMGCKM My3e\A 

- Hece6bp - Apxeonorn^ 
MecKH My3ei4 

- riOMOpHe - MCT0pt4MeCKH 
My36l/I 

- Cosonoji - 1/ICTOpHMeCKH 

Myself 

- CTpyMetuHnua - Apxeo- 
nori/mecKi/i wiy3ew, Xyno- 
>KecTBeHa ranepwa, Ba3a 
3a noflBOflHH apxeojiom- 
MecKM npoyMBaHi/m, Kb- 
ma My3ew "AneKcanflbp 
Myrac|)OB ,f 

MBHaoTinpm 

- Mahtacwip ,? >Ki4BonpneM- 

H\A\A I/I3TQMHHK' 5 

- MaHacTup "CBGTa Boro- 
pofltma" 

- ManaciMp "CBeTn Teop- 
rn noSeflOHOceu" 

Ceni/ima komto npeAna- 
raT KJiwiviaTO- w 6a/iHeo- 
neMeHue: 



BypracKM MHHepa^HH 6a- 

HI4, riOMOpwe, K.K. C/lbH- 

mgb 6pf?r 

fleKydam ce: 3a6onflBaHvia 
Ha onopHO - flBviraTanHvm 
anapar, HepBHaia, xpa- 
HOCMMJiaTejiHaTa v\ oTfle- 
ni/rrejiHaia ci/icieivia, 06- 
M^Haia na BemecTBara, 
ruHeKOJiomHHM \a kokhi/i 
3a6onaBaHi/m 













Location - Southeastern 
Bulgaria 

Area - 7604.8 sq. km 
Population - 426 028 
Number of municipali- 
ties - 1 2 

Towns and larger pop- 
ulation centers - 
Burgas, Aitos, Karnobat, 
Ahtopol, Malko Tarnovo, 
Tsarevo, Nessebar, 
Obzor, Pomorie, 
Sozopol 

Museums: 

- Burgas - Burgas 
Museum, 
Archeological 
Museum, 
Ethnographic 
Museum/History 
Museum, Natural 
Sciences Museum, 
Petya Doubarova 
House-Museum, Art 
Gallery 

- Karnobat - History 
Museum, Dimiter 
Polyanov House- 
Museum 

- Malko Tarnovo - 
History Museum 

- Nessebar - 
Archeological Museum 

- Pomorie - History 
Museum 

- Sozopol - 
Archeological 
Museum, Art Gallery, 
Central base for under- 
water archeological 
research, Alexander 
Moutafov House- 
Museum 

Monasteries: 

- Monastery 
Zhivopriemnii Iztochnik 

- Monastery of the Holly 
Virgin 

- Monastery St. George 
Victorious 

SPA RESORTS: 

The Burgas Spa Resort, 
Pomorie, the Sunny 
Beach Resort 
Treatment of diseases 
of the locomotory sys- 
tem, the nervous sys- 
tem, the gastrointestinal 
tract and the secretory 
system, metabolic dis- 
eases, skin and gyne- 
cological diseases. 
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The village of Emona 




c. EMOHa 





St Dimitar church 
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Golden sands 



3AamHu nacbmt 









Pa3nono>KeHK4e: Ceee- 
poii3TOMHa Bbnrapi/m 
rinom: 3820.2 kb. km. 
Hace/iem/ie: 465 01 2 
Bpoi/i o6uli/ihi/i: 12 
rpaAOBe i/i no-roneMi/! 
HaceneHM wieda: Bap- 
Ha, fleBHfi, flo/iHW Hi/icJ)- 
jtmk, CyBopoBo, Be/ioc- 
naB, Bflna, JUb/ironon 

Mysei/i: 

- BapHa - Ky/iTypHo i/ic- 
TopuHecKn My3eM, 
Apxeonon/mecKH My- 
self My3ew Ha Ebn- 
rapcKOTO Bb3pa>KAa- 
He, ETHorpac|)CKn My- 

3ei/i, 1/ICTOpWMeCKW 

My3ei4 Ha Bapna, My- 
self Ha MOflepHaia n 
cbBpeivieHHa hctopmh, 
Pmmckh 6aHM, ripi/ipo- 
AO-HayneH My3ei/i, My- 
self Ha Typn3Ma, 
flapK My3eM "Bjiafli/ic- 
naB BapHeHMMK", My- 
3ei/i Ha MopcKaTa hh- 
flycrpi/m, My3eM "Hc- 
Topi/m Ha MeAMUHHa- 

Ta", BoeHHO-MOpCK^I 

My3eM, Xyflo>KecTBe- 
Ha ra/iepn^, My3ei/i 

"HOBeKbT 14 HerOBOTO 

3flpaBe" 

- JUbjironon - 1/lcTopn- 
MecKH My3ei/i 

- flpoBanMfl - 1/lcTopn- 
MecKH My3eM, Xyno- 
>KecTBeHa ranepua 

- fleBHfl - My3ei/i Ha 

M03aMKMTe 

MaHacTi/ipi/i: 

- MaHacTi/ip M Ajian>Ka" 

- MaHacTup "CBeTH 

CBeTH KOHCTaHTMH 14 

EneHa" 

Ceni/ima koi/ito npefl- 
naraT KJii/uviaTO- m 
6anHeoneneHV\e: 

K.K. Cb. Cb. KOHCTaH- 

tmhm EneHa, k.k. 3/iai- 
Hi/i rmcbmi/i, BapHa 
JleKyBam ce: 3a6ormBa- 
wm Ha A^xaTenHWTe 
nbiMina, ueHTpannaia 
nepBHa cudeivia, 
onopHO-flBuraTe/iHMfi 
anapaT 






Location - Northeastern 
Bulgaria 

Area - 3820.2 sq. km 
Population -465 012 
Number of municipalities 
-12 

Towns and larger popula- 
tion centers - Varna, 
Devnia, Provada, Dolni 
Chiflik, Souvorovo, 
Beloslav, Byala, Dalgopol 

Museums: 

- Varna - Cultural and 
Historical Museum, 
Museum of Archeology, 
Museum of the Bulgarian 
Revival, Ethnographic 
Museum, Museum of 
History of Varna, Museum 
of Modern and 
Contemporary History, 
Roman Baths, Natural 
Science Museum, 
Museum of Tourism, 
Vladislav Varnenchik 
Park-Museum, Museum 
of Sea Industry, Museum 
of History of Medicine, 
National Naval Museum, 
Art Gallery, Man and 
Health Museum 

- Dalgopol - History 
Museum 

- Provadia - Histori 
Museum, Art Gallery 

- Denvia - Museum of the 
Mosaics 

Monasteries: 

- Aladzha Monastery 

- Monastery St. St. 
Constantine and Helena 







Golden sands 



3AamHu nncbw 




SPA RESORTS: 

St. St. Constantine and 
Helena Resort, the Sunny 
Beach Resort, the town of 
Varna 

Treatment of diseases of 
the respiratory system, the 
central nervous system, the 
locomotory system. 



Golden sands 



3AamHu nncbiju 





Entertainment - Varna 



BapHa - KyAmypeH muBom 




Entertainment - Varna 



BapHa - KyAmypeH muBom 
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The Tsarevets 
Fortress, 
Veliko Tarnovo 




Kpenocmma LjapeBett, 
BeAUKO TbpnoBo 
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The Tsarevets Fortress 






Kpenocmma LjapeBeu 











Pa3nono>KeHMe: UeHT- 
pa/iHa Bbnrapi/m 
ri/iom: 4690 kb. km. 
Hace/iem/ie: 294 790 
Bpoft o6llu/ihi/i: 10 
TpaaoBe v\ no-roneivm 
HaceneHu wiecTa: Be/in ko 
TbpHOBO, EneHa, TopHa 
OpaxoBi/iua, Cbulmob, Bh- 
jia HepKBa, Ki/mncf)apeBO, 
SjiaTapnua, naBJii/iKeni/i, 
JlacKOBeu, CyxMHflOJi, 
riojicKH TpbM6euj, Opa- 
>Knua 

My3ei/i: 

- BejinKO TtpHOBO - Haui/i- 
OHaneH Mysei/i Ha 6b/i- 
rapcKaia apxi/iieKTypa, 
1/ICTopwMecKH My3ei/i, Ap- 
xiiTeKTypeH My3eeH pe- 
3epBaT "UapeBeu", Apxi/i- 
TeKiypeH My3eeH pe3ep- 
BaT "ApeaHacn", Apxeo- 
nornMecKn Myself, My3ei/i 
Ha Bb/irapcKOTO Bb3- 
pa>KAaHe, Capac|)KHHa 
KbLna, M3Jio>K6a Ha cbB- 
peivieHHaTa l/jctopha, 

UbpKOBHMfl KOMnneKC B 
AceneBHfl KBapTa/i, Kb- 
ma My3ei4 "(leTKO P. Cna- 
BeiiKOB", HauMOHanHa xy- 
AO>KecTBeHa ra/iepua, 
KbLua Mysei/i "Emujim^h 
CiaHeB" 

- Efl/ia HepKBa - Kbma My- 

3eM "UaHKO UepKOBCKH", 

KbLua My3ei4 "Pai/iKO flac- 
Ka/iOB" 

- TopHa OpflxoBi/ma - l/lc- 
TopuMecKM Myself, Boe- 

HeH - MCTOpMMeCKH My- 

3ei4 

- AparaHOBO - Kbiua My- 
self "AceH Pa3UBeTHM- 

KOB" 

- l~laB.ni/iKeHi/i - 1/lcTOpi/mec- 
kv\ My3eM 

- Cbuluob - UdopuMecKH 
Myself - ApxeonorMMecKa 
M3no>K6a, ETHorpac))CKa 

l/l3/10>K6a, 1/ICTOpHMeCKM 

My3ei/i - ^ecaHT Ha pyc- 
Kaia apMM^ npn Cbhiuob 
npes 1877 r., KbLua My- 
3ei/i "AneKO KoHCTaHin- 
hob", XyflOwecTBeHa ra- 
jiepufl. 

MaHacn/ipi/i: 

-MaHacTupn b Ap6aHacn 
MaHacTupme Csein Hn- 
Ko/ia n CBeia BoropoAi/i- 
14a ca pa3nono>KeHM BbB 
Bens/iKO TbpHOBCKOTO ce- 
jio Ap6anacM. MaHac™- 



n ■ ■■ i-hi 



pbT Gee™ HnKona e 
nocTpoeH npe3 Biopo- 
to 6bnrapcKO uapcTBO n 
e 6v\n Msrap^H n dpoeH 

HaHOBO MHOrO HbTM. 

Tom ce ornmasa c H3K- 
juom/rrenHO ueHHi/rre en 
CTeHoni/icn. MaHacTMpbT 
CBeia Boropofli/iua e 
nocTpoeH npe3 1393 ro- 
flMHa 14 KaTo no myao e 
oue/iflji ociviaHCKOTO Ha- 
LuecTBMe n nocneflBajin- 
Te onycTOiueHiifl Ha 6wi- 
rapcKMTe 3eMi/i. MaHac- 
™pbT e 6v\n o6HOBeH 
npe3 1716 rofli/ma m 
Aei/iHOcrra b Hero e 6n- 
na Bb3o6HoeeHa. Ma- 
HacTiipbT npnTe>KaBa 

M3KJlK)MHTeJlHO UeHHM 

hkohh n cJ>pecKi/i ot 1762 
roA^Ha. 
-KbpnnnoBCKM MaHacnip 
MaHacTnpbT ce HaMi/ipa b 
6jii430CT flo ceno Kbp- 
nnHOBO. OcHOBaH e 
npe3 1272 v\ npe3 flb/ira- 
Ta My ncTopufl e 6i/m or- 

pa6BaH H Bb3CTaHOBfl- 

BaH MHoro nbTi/i. I1pe3 
1794 rofliiHa nryivieH Ha 
MaHadupa CTaBa Co4>- 
pOHMM BpanaHCKM, koi/i- 
to AOHaca cbc ce6e ov\ 
Konne na 1/lcTopna c/ia- 
B^HO-6bJirapcKa. ripes 
1856 romiHa ca nocipo- 
eHM hobi4 flByeia>KHi/i 
crpafli/i. 3ana3eHM ca 
MKOHOCTaCH c yHHKa/iHa 
flbpBope36a, ot CTapaia 
UbpKBa. 

- Ki/mi/i())apeBCKn MaHac- 
Tnp 

- ripeo6pa>KeHCKL/i MaHac- 
™p 

- MaHacmp "CBeia Boro- 
pofli/iua" 

- TopHO OpflXOBCKI/l Ma- 

HacTi^p 

- MaHacTvip "CBe™ Ap- 
xanreji Mnxann" 



Location - North Central 
Bulgaria 

Area - 4690 sq. km 
Population - 294 790 
Number of municipali- 
ties - 10 

Towns and larger popu- 
lation centers - Veliko 
Tarnovo, Elena, Gorna 
Oriahovitsa, Svishtov, 
Biala Cherkva, Kilifarevo, 
Zlataritsa, Pavlikeni, 




Liaskovets, Suhindol, Poiski Trambesh, 
Strazhitsa 

Museums: 

- Veliko Tarnovo - National Museum of 
Bulgarian Architecture, History Museum, 
Tsarevets Architectural Museum Reserve, 
Arbanassi Architectural Museum Reserve, 
Archeological Museum, Museum of the 
National Revival and the Constituent 
Assembly, Sarafkina House, Contemporary 
History Exhibition, The Assenevtsi Quarter 
Church Complex, Petko R. Slaveikov House- 
Museum, State Art Gallery, Emilian Stanev 
House-Museum 

- Biala Cherkva - Tsanko Tserkovski House- 
Museum, Raiko Daskalov House-Museum 

- Gorna Oriahovitsa - History Museum, Military- 
Historical Museum 

- Draganovo - Assen Raztsvetnikov House- 
Museum 

- Elena - Museum of the National Revival and 
the National Liberation Struggles 

- Pavlikeni - History Museum 

- Svishtov - History Museum - Archeological 
Exhibition, Ethnographic Exhibition, History 
Museum - Landing of the Russian Army at 
Svishtov in 1877, Aleko Konstantinov House- 



Museum, Art Gallery 

Monasteries: 

- The Arbanassi Monasteries St. Nicholas and 
The Holly Virgin are in the village of Arbanassi 
in the Veliko Tarnovo region; St. Nicholas - 
dates from the Second Bulgarian Kingdom 
and was burned and restored many times; it 
is famous for its valuable murals. The 
monastery of the Holly Virgin miraculously 
survived the Turkish invasion and destruction 
in 1393; it was restored and rebuilt in 1716 
with fine frescoes from 1762 and icons. 

- The Kapinovski Monastery, near the village of 
Kapinovo was founded in 1272 and was 
repeatedly plundered and restored. In 1794, 
Sofronii Vrachanski become abbot of the 
monastery and brought a copy of The Slav- 
Bulgarian History. In 1856 new two-storied 
buildings were constructed. A masterpiece 
woodcarved iconostasis from the old church 
has been preserved. 

- Kilifarevski Monastery 

- Patriarcal Monastery 

- Preobrazhenski Monastery 

- Monastery of the Holly Virgin 

- Gorno Oriahovski Monastery 

- Monastery of Archangel Michael 



' * Arbanassi 




The Rocks of 
Beiogradcntk 



BeAoapagmiuiKume 

CK3AU 




Pasno/ioxceHi/ie: CeBepo3anaAHa Ewirapi/m 

rinoLq: 3111 kb. km. 

Hacenem/ie: 131 215 

Epoi/i o6mi/mi/i: 11 

rpaflOBe i/i no-rojieMM Hacenem/i n/iecTa: 

Bhamh, BenorpaflMHK, ,0,1/imobo, Kyjia 

My3en: 

- BuflHH - l/lcTopi/mecKH My3eM, My3ei/i Kpenocr 
"Ba6a Bi/ifla", XyflowecTBeHa ra/iepi/m 

- Bejiorpaflm/iK - 1/lcTopi/NecKi/i Mysei/i, 
Xyao>KecTBeHa ra/iepn5i 

MaHacn/ipi/i: 

- PaKOBMLUKU MaHacTMp 

- l/l3BOpCKH MaHacTi/ip 

- fl06pHA0J10BCKI4 MaHacTup 



Location - Northwestern Bulgaria 

Area - 3111 sq. km 

Population - 131 215 

Number of municipalities - 1 1 

Towns and larger population centers - Vidin, 

Belogradchik, Dimovo, Kula 

Museums: 

- Vidin - History Museum, Baba Vida Museum- 
Fortress, Art Gallery 

- Belogradchik - History Museum, Art Gallery 

Monasteries: 

- Rakovishki Monastery 

- Izvorski Monastery 

- Dobridolovski Monastery 



The Baba Vida Fortress 



Kpenocmma Ba6a Buga 
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Pasno/ioaceHi/ie: SanaflHa Eb/irapvm 
ri/iOLu: 4186,3 kb. km. 
Hace/iem/ie: 244 881 
Bpow o6u|i/ihi/i: 11 

TpaAoee i/i no-ronewiiA HaceneHi/i MecTa: 
Bpaua, Mesflpa, Bana GnaTt/iHa, KHe>Ka, Mu- 
slim, K03J10flyM, Op^XOBO 

My3ew: 

- Bpaua - HcTopuMecKH My3ei/i, XynoKecTBGHa 
ranepi/ia, ETHorpacj)CKn KOMnneKC 

- Op^xoBO - 1/lcTopimecKi/i Mysei/i" 

- Me3Apa - XyflOKecTBeHa ranepufl 

- Ko3JioflyM - Hai4L40Ha/ieH My3ei/i M Kopa6a Pa- 
fleuKM" 

MaHacmpw: 

- Hepeni/muKi/i MaHac~n/ip 

HepennuiKi/m MaHacTup e nocipoeH Ha >khbo- 
nucHO mhcto, cflKaw H3HMKHan Bbpxy CKani/i- 
Te Ha 6pera Ha peKa 1/lcKbp. MaHacmpa e 
Cb3AafleH KbM Kpaa Ha 1 4 bgk h e 6i/vi o6ho- 
bgh npe3 17 BeK. HepenniuKOTO MeiepfieBaH- 
renne e cb3AaAeHQ b MaHacTi/ipa npes 15 
bgk. riapaKriMca Ha MaHacTupa e nocipoeH 
npe3 17 BeK, BucoKO-cieHHme HKOHOCiacH 
Ha MaHaciupa, koi/ito ca H3pa6oieHn npe3 
19 BeK \a HHTerpi^paT ciapi/ne HKOHOdacf/i Ha 
MaHacrupa ea c HenoBTopuMa A"bpBope36a b 
cinjia Ha TpeBHeHCKaia wKona no A*>pBope3~ 
6a. 

- ManacTup "CeAeMTe npeciojia" 

- dpyneuKn ManacTHp 

- rpaAeLUHnuuKu MaHacTfip 

- BudpeuKu MaHac™p 



Location - Western Bulgaria 

Area -4186.3 sq. km 

Population - 244 881 

Number of municipalities - 11 

Towns and larger population centers - 

Vratsa, Mezdra, Biala Slatina, Knezha, Miziya, 

Kozlodui, Oriahovo 

Museums: 

- Vratsa - History Museum, Art Gallery, 
Ethnographic Complex 

- Oriahovo - History Museum 

- Mezdra - Art Gallery 

- Kozlodui - Radetski Ship National Museum 

Monasteries: 

- The Cherepishki Monastery has a scenic 
location on top of cliffs on the Iskar river, It 
dates from the end of the 14th century and 
was rebuilt in the beginning of the 17th centu- 
ry. The Cherepish Tetraevangelica originated 
from the monastery in the 15th century. The 
church dates from the beginning of the 17th 
century. The 19th century wall-high wood- 
carved iconostasis is in the Triavna artistic 
school style and is composed of the parts of 
an older iconostasis. 

- Sedemte Prestola Monastery 

- Strupetski Monastery 

- Gradeshnishki Monastery 

- Bistretski Monastery 
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HMDilSJlA 







Mnni 




Pa3no/io>KeHMe: UempaiiHa 

BbJirapna 

rinom: 2068 kb. km. 

Hace/iem/ie: 144 849 

EpoM o6mi/iHi/i: 4 

fpaAOBe i/i no-ronewii/i Hacene- 

hi/i MecTa: l~a6pOBO, J^p^hobo, 

CeBJii/ieBO, Tp^BHa, Bo>KeHi4M 

Mysen: 

- Ta6pOBO - ETHorpac|)CKn otk- 
pm My3ev\ "ETbp", 1/lcTopnMec- 
km My3eM, Hani/iOHa/ieH My3eti 
Ha o6pa30BaHneTO, KbLua Ha 
xyiviopa n caTi/ipaia, Xyao>Kec- 
TBeHa ra/iepi/m 

- Bo>KeHi4M - ApxuieKTypeH nc- 
jop\A^ecK\A pe3epBaT n 

- flp^HOBO - 1/lCTOpHHeCKM My- 

3ei/i, My3ei/i "Konbo QnMeTo", 
flpflHOBCKH MaHacTup, XyAO- 
>KeciBeHa rajiep^m 

- TpflBHa - My3ei4 3a Abpsopes- 
6a n nKOHonnc, KannHneBaTa 
Kbtna, Kbma Mysei/i "AHren 
KbHMeB", KbLua N\y3e\A "Cna- 

Bei/IKOB", yMUJli^LUeTO 

MaHacTi/ipi/i: 

- flpflHOBCKi/i ManacT^p 
JUpaHOBCKi/mT MaHacTup e OCHO- 

BaH b Hana/iOTO Ha 1 2 BeK. Ce- 
ra cbinecTByBamnTe crpaAn Ha 
Manacii/ipa ca nocTpoeHi/i 
npe3 1876 rofii/iHa. MaHacTi/i- 
pbT e eAUH ot ueHrpoBeTe na 
HaunoHajiHO-ocBo6oAMTejiHo- 
to ABM>KeHne m MecTO e noce- 
maBaH ot JleBCKM n oTeu Ma- 
Tew Flpeo6pa>KeHCKM. no Bpe- 
Me na AnpuncKOTO BbCTaHi/ie 
npe3 1876 roflMHa, OTp^Aa na 
non XapHTOH boah hhkojiko 
6mtkm b pai/iona na wiaHac™- 
pa.MaHacTupbT e n3ropeH, ho 
e Bb3CTaHoeeH npe3 1880 ro- 
A^iHa. B ABopa Ha ManacTupa 
nivia xpaHnnMLue c ocTaHKUTe 
Ha BbCTaHHunTe. 

- BaT0LueBCKi4 MaHaeTup 
BaTOLueBCKH^T ManacT^p e pa3- 

nonoweH b ce/io BaTOLueso, 
OcHOBaH e no Bpeivie Ha uapy- 
BaHeTo Ha uap Muxai/in II AceH 
npe3 13 BeK. MaHacTupbT e 
6i/m HanbnHO yH^LAO^eH, ho e 
Bb3CTaHOBeH npe3 1836 toam- 
Ha. ManacTupbT npi/iTewaBa 

H3KJlKDMMTenHO L^eHHM l/IKOHOC- 
TaCM. 

- COKOJIOBCKM MaHaCTMp 

- MaHacTMp "YcneHf/ie Boropo- 

AMMHO" 

Ce.n1/1114a koi/ito npeA/iaraT 
K/inMaTo- i/r 6ajiHeojieHeHifle: 

MecTHOCT TIiormui/iTe" - Fa6po- 



bo, ce.no EoweH- 

141/1 

IleKyBam ce: 6e- 

noapo6Hw 1/1 cbp- 

fleMHO-CbAOBH aa- 
60JlflBaHI/lfl, (|)H3I/I- 

OTepani/m 



Location - North 
Central Bulgaria 
Area - 
2068 sq. km 
Population - 
144 849 
Number of 
municipalities - 4 
Towns and larger 
population cen- 
ters - Gabrovo, 
Drianovo, 
Sevlievo, Triavna, 
Bozhentsi 

Museums: 

- Gabrovo - 
Ethnographic 
open-air 
Museum Etar, 
History Museum, 
National 
Museum of 
Education, 
House of Humor 
and Satire, Art 
Gallery 

- Bozhentsi - 
Architectural- 
Historic Reserve 

- Drianovo - 
History Museum, 
Museum Kolio 
Ficheto, 
Drianovki 
Monastery, Art 
Gallery 

- Triavna - 
Museum of 
wood-carving 
and icon-paint- 
ing, Kalincheva 
House, Angel 
Kanchev House- 
Museum, 
Slaveikovi 
House-Museum, 
The School 

Monasteries: 

- The Drianovo 
Monastery was 
founded in the 
beginning of the 
12th century. The 
existing build- 
ings were erect- 
ed in 1845. It has 




Bozhentsi 



BomeHiiu 




Bozhentsi 



BoMenmi 




Drianovo 
monastery 



flpflHOBCKU 

MaHacmup 




an iconostasis from 1876 and was one of the 
centers of National Revival Period; Levski 
and Otets Matei Preobrazhenski visited it. 
During the April, 1876 insurrection the Pop 
Hariton's detachment engaged in several bat- 
tles. The Monastery was destroyed and 
burned, and later restored in 1880. In the 
courtyard, there is a memorial ossuary of the 
insurgents. 

Batoshevski Monastery is in the village of 
Batoshevo. It was founded during the reign of 



Tzar Michail II Assen in the 13th century, 
razed to the ground, and restored in 1836. It 
has a fine wood-carved iconostasis. 

- Sokolski Monastery 

- Uspenie Bogorodichno Monastery 

SPA RESORTS: 

The Lyulyatsite Locality near the town of 
Gabrovo, the village of Bozhentsi 

Treatment of pulmonary and cardiovascular 
diseases, physical therapy. 
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The Kaliakra 
Fortress 



Kpenocmma 
KaAuaKpa 






PasnonoxteHi/ie: CeBepoi/moMHa 

BMirapi/m 

D/iom: 4706 kb. km. 

Hace/iem/ie: 217 012 

6pow o6mi/iHi/i: 7 

rpafloee i/» no-roneMi/i HaceneHi/i wiecTa: 

JHo6pnM, Ba/iMHK, feHepan ToweBO, 

LUa6na, KaBapHa, TepBen, k.k. An6eHa 

Mysei/i: 

- flo6pnM - 1/lcTqpnMecKn My3ebi "floepuM", 
Kbina My3ei/i "1/lopflaH I/Iobkob", 
ETHorpacJ)CKM KOMn/ieKC "Ciapn^T 
j}o6pi/m", Xyflo>KeeTBeHa ranepi/m 

- Ba/iMHK - Apxi/rreKTypeH napK-KOMnneKC 
"ABopeua", l/IcTopimecKt/i My3ei/i, 
XyAO>necTBeHa ranepi/m 

- KasapHa - HcTopi/mecKn Mysei/i, 
Xyflo>KecTBeHa ranepi/m, ETHorpacJ)CKyi 

Bb3pO>KAeHCKI/1 KOMn/ieKC 

- Tepee/i - l/lcTopi/mecKi/i Myself 

MaHacTi/ipi/i: 

Okojio ceno 06poMHLne MMa ociaHKii ot 

MKDCHDJIMaHCKO CBeTI/IJlt/ILMe, K06T0 e 

mhcto sa noKnoHeHi/ie n Ha MK3CK)jiMaHi/i 
14 xpucTi/mHi/i. 

Ce/ii/ima koi/ito npemiaraT KrmrviaTO- i/i 
6a/iHeoneHeHiie: 

k.k. An6eHa, Ba/mkiK 

JleKyBam ce: 6o;iecTH Ha onopno- 

ABi/iraTe/iHi/m anapar, 3a6o/iflBaHi/m Ha 

nepi/ic^epHaia HepBHa CMCTeMa, 

ri/iHeKonornMHM n hhkom ko>khh 

3a6o/i^BaHn^ 



Location - Northeastern Bulgaria 

Area - 4706 sq. km 

Population -217012 

Number of municipalities - 7 

Towns and larger population centers - 

Dobrich, Balchik, General Toshevo, 

Shabla, Kavarna, Tervel, Atbena Resort 

Museums: 

- Dobrich - History Museum-Dobrich, 
Yordan Yovkov House-Museum, Stariat 
Dobrich Ethnographic Complex /The old 
Dobrich/, Art Gallery 

- Balchik - The Palace Architectural Park- 
Complex, History Museum, Art Gallery 

- Kavarna - History Museum, Art Gallery, 
Ethnographic Revival Complex 

- Tervel - History Museum 



Monasteries: 

- Ruins of a shrine sacred to Muslims and 
Christians alike near the village of 
Obrochishte. 

SPA RESORTS: 

The Albena Resort, the town of Balchik 
Treatment of diseases of the locomotory 
system , the peripheral nervous system, 
gynecological and some skin diseases. 



Tatul 









TamyA 




Pa3nono>KeHi/ie: K)>KHa Bbiirapua 

rinom: 3208,7 kb. km. 

Hace/iem/ie: 1 64 958 

Bpow o6mv\H\n: 7 

rpaAOBe i/i no-roneivm Hacenem/i iv/iecra: 

Kbpfl^a/in, Apfli/iHO, KpyMOBrpafl, 

MoMM^nrpafl, fl>Ke6en 

Mysew: 

- Kbpn>Kann - l/ICTopumecKM Myself, 
Xyflo>KecTBeHa ranepufl 

- My3ei/iHi/i KoneKuni^ b MowmtuirpaA m 
KpyMOBrpaA 

naivieTHi/1141/1 Ha KymypaTa: 

CKaiiHUTe oniapi/i h cBeTminma, 
npeflMCTopMHecKMTe Mon/mM b Cefljiape, 
p^MCKaTa Buna "Apwiupa", cpeflHOBeKOBHa 
KpenocT, MaHacTi/ipcKi/m KoivinneKC "Cbgth 
1/loaH FlpoflpoM" 

npupoAHM 3a6ene>KMTenHOCTM: 

BKaivieHeHaTa ropa, KaivieHHaTa CBaT6a, 
KaMeHHMTe rb6i/i, pe3epsaTa "Bb/mn aoji". 






Location - Southern Bulgaria 

Area -3208.7 sq. km 

Population - 164 958 

Number of municipalities - 7 

Towns and larger population centers - 

Kardzhali,Ardino, Krumovgrad, Momchilgrad, 

Dzhebel 

Museums: 

- Kardzali - History Museum, Art Gallery 

- Museum collections in Momchilgrad and 
Krumovgrad 



Tourist sites: 

- Rock altars and sanctuaries, Sedlare tell, 
Roman villa at Armira, Medieval fortress, 
Monastic complex St. John Prodromes, natu- 
ral landmarks - the Petrified Forest, the Stone 
Wedding, the Stone Mushrooms, Vulchi Dol 
Reserve 






Rock 
formations 





The Rila monastery 



Puacku MaHacmup 




PasnojioateHi/ie: UempanHa BbJirapua 

ri/iom: 3002,2 , kb. km. 

Hacenem/ie: 163 388 

EpoM o6\i\inH\n: 9 

TpaAOBe i/i no-roneivm Hacenem/i wiecTa: 

KiocTeHflu^, AynH^ma, 5o6ob flori, Canapeea 

BaHH, Puna 

My3en: 

- KfOCTeHfln/i - l/lcTopi/mecKM My3eM "AKafle- 
muk 1/lopAaH l/lBanoB", Apxeonon/mecKa v\3- 
no>K6a b n>KaMH^Ta "AxMeA Ben", Mysei/i 
u EMc|)Mefl>KneBaTa KbLna", Kbma My3ei/i 
"l/l/ibo BOMBona", Xyao>KecTBeHa ranepua 
"BjiaflUMnp fli/iwii/npoB - Mai/iCTopa" 

- ,n,ynHnua - 1/ICTopi/mecKH Myself, XyAO>KecT- 
BeHa ra/iepi/m 

- Pmjickh MaHacTup - My3ei/i 

MaHacTupn: 

- Pl/l/lCKl/1 MaHadup 

Pi/uiCKi/mT MaHacmp e Hai/i-ro/ieMfm Manac- 
tupckm KOMn/ieKC b Bbjirapi/m. Pa3no/io>KeH 
e b cbpueTO Ha Pnxia rmaHUHa. Toi/i e Haun- 
OHaneH ncTopuMecKM pe3epBaT h e bk/iio- 
MeH b cnncbKa Ha KDHECKO Ha npnpoflHo- 

TO l/l MCTOpMMeCKOTO HaCJieACTBO Ha MOBe- 

necTBOTO. MaHacT^pbT e JiaypeaT Ha Harpa- 
naia Ha F.I.J.E.T "3;iaTHaTa $i6bJiKa" n e rna- 
BOsaMaMBaiAO Kpaci/iBO macto 3a Me>KAyHa- 

pOAeH Typl/l3bM. 

CBeTn 1/lBaH Ph/ickh wniA hhkoi/i ot HeroBi4Te 
yMeHnuH ocHOBaBa MaHacTupa npe3 10 BeK. 
CbiAecTByBaiuMTe crpaAn ca nocTpoeHM 
npe3 14 BeK; ToraBa e n3Ai/imaTa n Xpeiibo- 
saia Kyna. DocTpoflBaHeTO Ha ManacTi/ipa 
OTHeMa 30 toauhm. MaHaompbT MHoroKpaT- 
ho e noflnaraH Ha nowapn n rpa6e>KH, ho e 
HanbJiHO Bb3CTaHOBeH npe3 19 BeK. MHoro 
npoMyTM cipowTerwA >Ki/iBeni/i no BpeivieTO Ha 
peKOHCTpyKun^Ta ca ynacTBajin BbB Bb3c- 
TaHOB^BaHeTo Ha MaHacTupa, cpeA tax ca 
Mai/icrap riaBexi l/lBaHOBMM, A/ieKCi4 Pn/ieu 11 
MawcTop Mi/ineHKO. npeKpacHi/rre deHonn- 
cn ca i/i3pa6oTeHn ot nKOHorpacpnTe ot Ca- 
MOKOBCKaTa m BaHCKaia xyAOwecTBeHu 
lukojih, cpeA tux ca 3axapi/i 3orpac|), Ct. 
flocneecKn, T. BniuaHOB 1/1 MonepoB. Abp- 
Bopes6nTe b MaHacTupa ca Tuni/NHH npeAC- 
TaBmejin CTMJia "Bpbx Atoc" h ca peHecaH- 
cobo 6orain Ha opHaivieHTH. 

I~lpe3 BeKoseie, Pm/ickhat MaHacTi/ip e 6wn 

eAHH OT HaM-Ba>KHMTe KyjuypHM, AyXOBHM V\ 

Hay^HM ueHTpoBe n e 061/rraBaH ot mhoto 
OT Hai4-H3BeCTHMTe 6b/irapcKi/i AyxoBHvmn. 
Hpe3 15 eeK, MaHacTupbT ce npeBpbina b 
Ba>Ken Ky/rrypeH v\ ni/iTepaTypeH uenTbp. 
BbnpeKM ne MaHacTupa e 6nn orpa6BaH mho- 
roKpaTHO, 6n6/ii/iOTeKaTa My cbAtp>Ka noBe- 
Me ot 32 000 TOMa, BKruom/rrejiHO l/i 9000 th- 
norpac}>cKH Konw^, 250 pbKonncn ot 11-19 
B6K m OKono 100 3anncKH. 

- MaHacTMp "CBeTM CTec|)aH" 

- PeCH/lOBCKH MaHacTMp 

- Bo6oLueBCKw ManacTup 

- rpaHi/iujKi/i ManacTup 



Cermma koi/ito npefl/iaraT KJii/iMaTo- 1/1 6a;iHeone- 
MeHue: 

KtocTeHfln/i, CanapeBa 6ai-m 
JleKyBam ce: flereHepan/iBHn daBHH 3a6ojiflBaHi/m, 
cbCTOflHUfl c/iea npeKapaHM rpaBMH Ha onopHO-flBn- 
raTe/iHUfl anapaT, HepBHn, ruHeKO/iomMHi/i 1/1 ko>khh 
saBo/iaeam/m, 3a6onnBaH\A5\ Ha rpb6HaHHHfl M03bK 



Location - West Central Bulgaria 

Area - 3002.2 sq. km 

Population - 163 388 

Number of municipalities - 9 

Towns and larger population centers - Kyustendil, 

Dupnitsa, Bobov Dol, Sapareva Bania, Rila 

Museums: 

- Kyustendil - Academician Yordan Ivanov History 
Museum, Archeological Exhibition at the Ahmed 
Bey Mosque, Emfiedzhiev's House-Museum, llyo 
Voivoda House-Museum, Vladimir Dimitrov- 
Maistora /The Master/ Art Gallery 

- Dupnitsa - History Museum, Art Gallery 

- Rila Monastery - Museum of Rila Saint Cloister 

Monasteries: 

- The Rila Monastery - the largest monastery com- 
plex in Bulgaria. It is situated deep in the heart of 
the mountains. It is a national historical reserve, is 
on the UNESCO world natural and cultural heritage 
list, is a recipient of the Golden Apple Award of 
F.U.E.T., and is a fascinating local international 
tourist site. St. Ivan Rilski or his disciples founded it 
in the 10th century. The existing buildings date from 
the 14th century, when the Hrelio Tower was erect- 
ed /1335/. It took 30 years to build the current 
monastery. Plundered and burnt several times, the 
monastery was restored in the 19th century. Many 
famous builders of that time contributed to the 
restoration - Master Pavel Ivanovich, Alexii Rilets 
and Master Milenko. The rich wall paintings are the 
work of iconographers from the Samokov and 
Bansko art schools - Zahari Zograph, St. 
Dospevski, T. Vishanov and Molerov. The wood 
carvings are representative of the typical renais- 
sance rich relief ornaments in the Mount Athos 
style. Throughout the centuries, the Monastery has 
been one of the most important cultural, scholarly 
and writing centers, and the home of many famous 
clerics. In the 15th century, it was a literary center. 
Although it has been repeatedly plundered, it has a 
book collection numbering more than 32 000 vol- 
umes, including 9000 old typographic copies, 250 
manuscripts from the 11th - 19th centuries, and 
some 100 annotation manuscripts. 

- Sveti Stefan Monastery 

- Ressilovski Monastery 

- Boboshevski Monastery 

- Granishki Monastery 

SPA RESORTS: 

The town of Kjustendil, Sapareva Bania Spa Resort 
Treatment of degenerative diseases of the joints, 
conditions after traumas of the locomotory system, 
nervous, gynecological and skin diseases, diseases 
of the spinal cord.^ 



The Rila monastery 



Puacku MaHacm 




fAomeHCKU Manacmup 
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The monastery of Troyan TpoRHCKu iwaHacmup 




Pa3nono>KeHne: UeHTpa/iHa BbjirapHfl 

llJiom: 4128,5 KB. km. 

Hace/iem/ie: 171 236 

Epoifl o6u4uhh: 8 

TpaAoee i/i no-rojieMM HaceneHi/i n/iecTa: JloBen, 

TpoaH, TeieBeH, Anpi/irmi/i, JleTHi/ma, fl6jiaHi/iua 

Mysevi: 

- JloBeM - 1/lcTopnMecKn My3ei/i, Xyflo>KecTBeHa ra- 
jiepua, ApxMTeKTypeH KOMnneKC "Bapowa" 

- KbKpuiHa - My3ei/i "KbKpuHCKOTO xaHMe" 

- OpewaKa - Haui/iOHariHa n3Jio>K6a Ha xyqo>KecT- 
BeHme 3aHa^™ n npnjio>KHi/i i/i3KycTBa 

- HepHU OcbM - npupoflo-HayneH Mysew 

MaHacn/ipi/i: 

- TpOflHCKH MaHacTHp 

TpoaHCKt/m ManacTi/ip e ocnoBaH npe3 1660 rofli/i- 
Ha. npes BiopaTa no/iosnHa Ha 18 BeK to\a ce 
npespbiua b efli/iH ot nnaBHi/rre Ky/iTypHui i/i fly- 
xobhh ueHTpoBe. TaM ca cb3AaAeHM TpoaHCKi/m 

flaMaCKHH \A BTOpl/m TpOflHCKl/l flaMaCKHH. Flo 

BpeMe Ha HaunoHa/iHO ocBo6om/iTejiHOTo rb\a- 
>KeHi^e MaHacTnpbT CTaBa peBonraunoHeH ueH- 
Tbp. ripe3 1872 rofli/iHa Baci/m JleBCKii ocHOBasa 
b MaHacTi/ipa peBO/uounoHeH KOMmei. ripe3 
1876 rofli/iHa, TaM ce ccj)opMi/ipa OTpaaa Ha Xpuc- 
TO l/lBaHOB - roneivMfl. no BpeMe Ha PycKO-Typc- 
Kara BOMHa, ManacTi/ipbT noMara Ha pycKi/rre 

B014CKI/I. 

- Tno>KeHCKH MaHacinp 

TjiOKeHCKH^T MaHacinp ce H3flnra >Ki/iBoniiCHO Ha 
CKani/rre nap, ce/io HnoKeHe. OcHosaH e npe3 
1220 roflMHa, HauhBeposrmo ot pycKi/ia npi/iHu V. 
nno>K v\ MHoroKpaTHO e yHi/imowaBaH i/i Bb3CTa- 
HOB^BaH. Flpe3 18 bgk ManacTupbT CTasa eflHH 
ot Hai/i-roneMUTe flyxoBHn ueHTpoBe b pai/ioHa. 
MaHacTi/jpbT e npi/rrewaBaji 6oraTa KoneKuna ot 
khl/ir/i v\ pbKonncn, kohto e 6t/ma yHnmoweHa ot 
rpbi4Ki4Te flyxoBHUun, oni/iTa/in ce Haci/incTBeHo 
fla Hano>KaT rpbijKHfl e3HK Ha 6bjirapcK0T0 Hace- 
neHMe. fleBCKM e nocemaBa/1 ManacTupa a Ba- 
cvrn flpyMeB e 6i/m 3aT0MeH TaM.CbmecTByBama- 
Ta ubpKBa e nocTpoeHa b nepi/iona 1930-1931 ro- 
fluna, HKOHMTe ca HapwcyBaHH ot 3axapn 3or- 
pac(), Ct. flocneBCKH v\ Apyn/i npoqyn/i Mai/iCTopn. 
TypucTMTe MoraT ,qa bi/iaht Bb3CTaHOBeHOTO 
CKpHBa.nnuj.e Ha JleBCKi/i \a Ki/ini/iflTa Ha Baci/m 
flpyMeB. 

- HoBOcencKM ManacTi/ip 

- TeTeBeHCKii MaHacTup 

- CnnBeLUKM ManacTMp 

Ceni/ima koi/ito npennarai KJWMaTO- i/i 6a/iHeo- 
neneHi/ie: 

ceno Pn6apnna, ceno LUnnKOBO, TpoaH 
IleKyBam ce: 3a6ormBaHi/m Ha onopHO-ABi/iraTe/i- 
Hi/m anapaT, HeBpojion/mHi/i i/i Ap. 



Location - North Central Bulgaria 

Area -4128.5 sq. km 

Population- 171 236 

Number of municipalities - 8 

Towns and larger population centers - Lovech, 

Troyan, Teteven, Apriltsi, Letnitsa, Yablanitsa 






Museums: 

- Lovech - History 
Museum, Art Gallery, 
Varosha Architectural 
Complex 

- Kakrina - Kakrinsko 
Hanche Museum 

- Oreshak /Troyan 
Municipality/ - National 
Exhibition of Folk Artistic 
Crafts and Applied Arts 

- Teteven - History 
Museum 

- Troyan - Museum of 
Artistic Crafts and 
Applied Arts 

- Cherni Osam - Natural 
Sciences Museum 



Monasteries: 

- The Troyan Monastery 
was founded in 1660. 
Since the 2nd half of the 
18th Century it has been 
a major cultural and 
scholarly center. The 
Troyan Damascene 
/1 7th century/ and the 
Second Troyan 
Damascene were creat- 
ed here. During the 
national liberation move- 
ment, the monastery 
became a revolutionary 
center. In 1872, Vassil 
Levski founded a revolu- 
tionary committee; in 
1876, Hr. Ivanov- 
Golemia's revolutionary 
unit was formed. During 
the Russo-Turkish War 
the Monastery helped 
the Russian troops. 

- The Glozhene 
Monastery is spectacu- 
larly perched on a cliff 
above the village of 
Glozhene. It was found- 
ed in 1224, probably by 
the Russian prince G. 
Glozh, and was repeat- 
edly destroyed and 
rebuilt. In the 18th cen- 
tury it was one of the 
largest scholarly centers 
in the region. It had a 
rich book collection 
destroyed by Greek 
clerics in their attempt 
to enforce Hellenization 
on the Bulgarian popu- 
lation. Levski visited the 
monastery, and V. 
Drumev was exiled here. 
The existing church 
dates from 1930-31; Z. 




The monastery of Troyan 



TponHCKU Manacmup 
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Troyan 



Zograph, St. Dospevski 
and others paint the 
icons. Tourists can see 
the restored hiding place 
of Levski and V. Drumev's 
cell. 

- Novoselski Monastery 

- Tetevenski Monastery 

- Stiveshki Monastery 

SPA RESORTS: 

The village of Ribaritsa, the 
village of Shipkovo, the 
town of Troyan 
Treatment of diseases of 
the locomotory system, 
neurological diseases etc. 
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The monastery of Troyan 



TpoBHCKU MaHacmup 
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Berkovitsa 



EepKoButta 




Pa3nojio>KeHi/ie: CeBepo3anaflHa Bb/irapufl 

rinom: 3628,7 kb, km. 

HaceneHi/ie: 183 353 

Epoi/i o6ii<i/iHi/i: 1 1 

rpafloee i/i no-rojieMi/i HaceneHn iwecia: Mohrra- 

Ha, JIom, BepKOBnua, Bbpujeu, Hunposun 

My3en: 

- MoHTaHa - 1/lcTopi/mecKi/i My3ei/i, Xyflo>KecTBei-ia 
ra/iepi/m "Kuipun neipoB" 

- BepKOBnua - ETHorpa<()CKi/i My3ei?i, KbLu,a My3eM 
n l/lBaH Ba30B", XyAOKecTBena rajiepMfl 

- JIom - 1/lcTopimecKi/i My3ei/i 

- Bbpiueu - 1/ICTOpi/mecKn My3eM 

- HnnpoBun - l/icTopi/mecKn My3ei/i 

MaHacTupii: 

- MaHadup HunpoBun 

MaHacTMpbT b HwnpoBun cbmecTByBa ot 10 BeK v\ 
e 6i/m Hanb/iHO yHumo>KaBaH n Bb3CTaH0BflBaH 
LuecT nbTH.ripe3 1688 roflUHa, no Bpeivie Ha no- 
TyujaBaHeTO Ha HunpoBCKOTO BbdaHne e yt-m- 
iMOKena 6oraTaTa 6n6nnoTeKa Ha MaHacTi/ipa. 
MoHacme Ha ManacTupa aKTHBHo yjacTBaT BbB 
BbCTaHUHTa npe3 1836, 1837, 1867-68 n 1876 ro- 
fli/iHa. no BpeMe Ha Anpi/mcKOTO BbdaHne (1876 
roflUHa) b MaHacTupa ce boai/i 6nTKa. 

- JlonyujaHCKM MaHacTup 

JlonyLuaHCKHflT MaHacn/ip e nocipoeH npe3 1850 
roflUHa Bbpxy ocHOBme na Hei/]3BecTeH MaHac- 
Tup. riapaKJinca Ha MaHacTupa e nocipoeH 
npes 1853 roflw-ia v\ ce oinvmasa c roTi/mecKL4 
apxiueKTypHM ejieivieHTn. 1/lKOhMTe Ha HKOHOCTa- 
ci/rre ca HapuicyBaHn ot dam/ic/iaB v\ Hi/iKO/ia 
flocneBCKM. Tpme rpasupaHM flbpBeHu hkohoc- 
xaca ca no6pe 3ana3ei-M. 

- ManacTup b Knucypa 

ManacTupbT b Knucypa e ocHOBaH okojio 1240 
roni/ma. Bb3CTaHoeeH e npe3 1742 roAHHa, cnefl 



TOBa e 6mji nsropeH ao ochobh \a BbscTaHOBeH 
othobo. I1pe3 1862 rofli/iHa, na npasHUKa Ha 
6paT^Ta yHi/rre/in CBe™ Knpi/iJi v\ CBe™ MeTO- 
flHM TaM ca H36mn 120 noKJiOHHUuin ot TypcKme 
nopo6L/rrem4 a MOHaci/rre ca n3ropem/i >ki/ibi/i b 
ocTaHKi/rre Ha MaHacTi/ipa. 1/lKOHOCTacnTe Ha Ma- 
HacTupa ca HanpaeeHu b c™na na CaMOKOBc- 
KaTa AbpBope36apcKa LUKona a nKOHUTe ca fle- 
no Ha HnKona 06pa3oni/icoB. 
- TpaAeLiiHi/iLUKi/i MaHacn/ip 

Cennma koi/ito npeflJiaraT mii/iMaTO- i/i 6a/meo- 
neneHMe: 

Bbpujeu 

IleKyBam ce: HeBpo3M, cbpfleMHO-cbflOBM 3a6o/ifl- 
Bam/m - xi/inepTom/m, cbpfleMHa HefloCTarbmnocT; 
eHflOKpnHHo-o6ivieHHn 3a6oji^BaHMfi. 



Location - Northwestern Bulgaria 

Area - 3628.7 sq. km 

Population - 183 353 

Number of municipalities - 11 

Towns and larger population centers - Montana, 

Lorn, Berkovitsa, Vurshets, Chiprovtsi 

Museums: 

- Montana - History Museum, Kiril Petrov Art 
Gallery 

- Berkovitsa - Ethnographic Museum, Ivan Vazov 
House Museum, Art Gallery 

- Lorn - History Museum 

- Vurshets - History Museum 

- Chiprovtsi - History Museum 



Monasteries: 

- The Chipovtsi Monastery dates from the 10th 
century and was razed and restored 6 times. 
During the Chiprovtsi insurrection in 1688, the 
rich book collection of the monastery was 
destroyed. The monks actively participated in the 
uprising in 1836, 1837 and 1867-68; in 1876 a bat- 
tle was fought in the monastery. 

- The Lopushanski Monastery was built of the 
foundations of an unknown monastery in 1850; 
the church dates from 1853 and has 17th century 
Gothic church architectural elements. Stanislav 
and Nikola Dospevski paint the icons on the 
iconostasis. Three woodcarved iconostases are 
preserved. 

- The Klisura Monastery was founded around 
1240, restored in 1742 and burned and rebuilt. In 
1862 on the feast day of St. St. Cyril and 
Methodius day the Turks massacred some 120 
worshipers and the monks were burned in the 
remains of the monastery. The iconostasis is 
made in the Samokov woodcarving tradition, and 
Nikola Obrazopisov paints the icons. 

- Gradeshnishki Monastery 

SPA RESORTS: 

The town of Varshetz 

Treatment of neuroses, cardiovascular diseases, 
hypertension, cardiac insufficiency, endocrine and 
metabolic diseases. 



Pa3nojio>KeHi/ie: UempajiHa Bbnrapi/m 

flnoiu: 4455,3 KB. km. 

Hacenem/ie:313 059 

Spoil o6u\mHV\: 1 1 

TpaflOBe \a no-roji^MM Hace/ieHM Meda: I~la3ap- 

fl>Ki4K, BeniiHrpafl, Bpaui/iroBO, BaTaK, BenoBO, na- 

Hanopuime, flemepa, PaKwroBo, CenreiviBpn, 

dperiMa 

My3ew: 

- na3apA>KHK - HcTopnMecKM My3ei/j, Kbma Mysei/i 
"CTaHnc/iaB flocneBCKM", ETHorpa<()CKa n3Jio>K6a, 
Xyno>KecTBeHa ranepi/ifl "CTaHMCJiaB flocneBCKn", 
Kbma Mysei/i "KoHCTaHTHH Beni/mKOB" 

- BaTaK - 1/lcTopi/mecKH My3ei/i 

- Bpaui/iroBO - HcTopi/NecKi/i My3ei/i 

- BennHrpafl - HcTopi/MecKi/i My3ei/i 

- riaHanopi/iLMe - I/lcTopi/mecKn MyseiA, Kbma My- 
3ei/i "Pai/iHa KhmrwHsi" 

- C/iaBOBi/iua - Kbiua MyseiA "AneKcaHAbp CTaivi6o- 

T]\A\ACK\A" 

- CenTeMBpi4 - ApxeonorMHecKM My3ei/i 

MaHacn/ipi/i: 

- BaTKyHCKn wiaHacTi/ip 

- KanyrepoBCKM MaHacTup 

Ce/ii/iuua koi/ito npeAnaraT 
KnwMaTo- i/i 6anHeojieHem/ie: 

BenwHrpan, BaiaK, CTperma 

fleKyBam ce: 3a6ojiflBaHi/m Ha onopHO-ABuraTeji- 
h\a9\ anapaT, nepnc))epHaTa HepBHa cucTeivia, r\a- 
xaTe/iHaTa cucieivia, mneKOJiornMHH 3a6o/iflBa- 
hv\9\, CTepi/uimeT. 



Location - South Central Bulgaria 

Area - 4455.3 sq. km 

Population -313 059 

Number of municipalities - 11 

Towns and larger population centers - 
Pazardzhik, Velingrad, Bratsigovo, Batak, Belovo, 
Panagyurishte, Peshtera, Rakitovo, Septemvri, 
Strelcha 

Museums: 

- Pazardzhik - History Museum, Stanislav 
Dospevski House-Museum, Ethnographical 
Exhibition, Stanislav Dospevski Art Gallery, 
Konstantin Velichkov House Museum 

- Batak - History Museum 

- Bratsigovo - History Museum 

- Velingrad - History Museum 

- Panagyurishte - History Museum, Raina Kniaginia 
House-Museum 

- Slavovitsa - Alexander Stamboliiski House- 
Museum 

- Septemvri - Archeological Museum 

Monasteries: 

- Batkunski Monastery 

- Kalugerovski Monastery 

SPA RESORTS: 

The towns of Velingrad, Batak, Strelcha 
Treatment of the locomotory system, the peripheral 
nervous system, the respiratory system, gyneco- 
logical diseases, sterility. 




Bachkovo 




The Zemen monastery 



3emeHCKu MaHacmup 



TaHOBUU 

Myaei/i: 

- nepHHK - HcTopt/mecKi/i 
My3ei/i, My3ei4 Ha muhho- 
to agio, Xyflo>KecTBeHa 
ranepi/ia 

- PaflOMi/ip - Myself M Boi/t- 
hi/iluko BbCTam/ie" My3ei/i 
m I/Ikohm ot 6bnrapcKoro 
Bb3pa>KflaHe", ETHorpacJ)- 
ckm wiy3eii "CrobOBaTa 
KbiMa" 

MaHacTupn: 

- SeivieHCKn MaHacTup 
3ei\/ieHCKi/mT MaHacTi/ip e 

Mad ot Ham/iOHaiiHi/m My- 
3ev\ "Bo^HCKaia ubpKBa". 
B 6jii/i30ct no MaHacTMpa 
ca ocTaHKi/rre ot 3eivieH- 
rpaflCKaTa KpenocT, a b 
flBopa Ha MaHacTMpa nivia 
rormM HeKpono/i ot 13-14 
BeK. 

- MaHacTnp "CseTa lleTKa" 

- flHB0TI4HCKH MaHaCTI/ip 

- KnaflHULUKM MaHacTi/ip 

- TurMHCKM MaHacTnp 




Pa3nono>KeHi/ie: UeHT- 
pa/iHa EbJirapua 
IIjioim: 2390.5 KB. km. 
HaceneHi/ie: 150 318 
Bpow o6liji/ihi/i: 6 
TpaAOBe w no-ronei\iu 
HaceneHi/i niecTa: flep- 
hi/ik, PanoMMp, Bpe3- 
hmk, TpbH, 3eivieH, Ba- 



Location - West Central 
Bulgaria 

Area - 2390.5 sq. km 
Population - 150 318 
Number of municipalities 
-6 

Towns and larger popula- 
tion centers - Pernik, 
Radomir, Breznik, Trun, 
Zemen, Batanovtsi 

Museums: 

- Pernik - History Museum, 
Mining Museum, Art 
Gallery 

- Radomir - Soldiers 
Uprising Museum, Icons 
from the Bulgarian Revival 
Museum, Stoio's House 
Ethnographical Museum 

Monasteries: 

-The Zemenski Monastery 
is a branch of the Boyana 
Church National Museum. 
Close to the Monastery 
are remains of the 
Zemengrad fortress and 
a 13th - 14th century bur- 
ial ground. 

- Sveta Petka Monastery 

- Divotinski Monastery 

- Kladnishki Monastery 

- Giginski Monastery 
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Pa3nono>KeHi/ie: UempanHa Bbnrapi/m 

flnom: 4341.9 kb. km. 

Hace/iem/ie: 313 630 

Bpow o6iiimhi/i:'10 

TpaAOBe in no-rojifiMi/j Haee/iem/i wiecTa: 

nneBGH, AonHa Mi/nponojii/m, Aojihh AbeHi/iK, 

HnKonon, JleBCKii, MepBeH 6p*ir, GnaBflHOBO, 

Tp-bdeHMK 

My3en: 

- 11/ieBeH - 1/lcTopnMecKn My3ei/i, BoeHeH mcto- 
puMecKM Mysei/i, MaB3onei/i Ha pycKUTe v\ py- 
MbHCKme bomhmuh 3an/iHa;ii/i Kpai/i rineBeH 
npes BOWHaTa b 1877, My3ei/i "OcBo6o>KfleHw- 
eTO Ha ri/ieBeH - 1877", riaHopaivia 'TlneBeHC- 
Ka enonoa", XyflowecTBeHa rajiepi/m, Xyflo- 
>KecTBeHa ra/iepi/m KoneKui/m - AapeHne ot 
CBernnH Pycee 

- TopHu JUbSni/iK - FlapK - Mysei/i TeHepan JlaB- 
poB" 

- rpMBnua - PyiwbHCKn MaB30Jiei/i, My3ei/i, ivmc- 
to 3a OTfli/ix i/i napK Ha npi/miencTBOTO. 

- JleBCKn - Xyflo>KecTBeHa ra/iepua 

- llopAUM - My3ei/i Ha pyMbHCKme Boi/iHt/im/i 



Location - North Central Bulgaria 

Area - 4341.9 sq. km 

Population -313 630 

Number of municipalities - 10 

Towns and larger population centers - 

Pleven, Dolna Mitropolia, Dolni Dubnik, 

Nikopol, Levski, Cherven Briag, Slavianovo, 

Trustenik 

Museums: 

- Pleven - History Museum, Military Historical 
Museum, Mausoleum of the Russian, Finnish 
and Romanian Soldiers fallen near Pleven 
during the war in 1877, The Liberation of 
Pleven-1877 Museum, Skobelev Park, Stoyan 
and Vladimir Zaimovs House-Museum, the 
Panorama of the epic battle at Pleven, Art 
Gallery, Art Gallery Collection - Donation of 
Svetlin Roussev 

- Gorni Dubnik - General Lavrov Park-Museum 

- Grivitsa - Romanian Mausoleum, Museum 
Recess and Park of Friendship 

- Levski - Art Gallery 

- Pordim - Romanian Soldier Museum 













The old Plovdiv 



CmapuHeH flAoBguB 




Pa3nono>KeHi/ie - KD>KHa 
Bbnrapufl 

rinoiM - 5962.2 kb. kM 
HaceneHi/ie - 721 905 
Epoi/i o6mi/iHi/i - 16 
TpaAOBe y\ no-ronewiw Ha- 
ceneHM MecTa - IIjiobahb, 
AcenoBrpafl, Kajiocf>ep, Kap- 
hobo, ConoT, 5pe30BO, ribp- 
BOMai/i, PaKOBCKM, nepyLMH- 
14a, Xi/icapa, CTaiviSojiniicKyi, 
K/ii/icypa, CaAOBo, CbeAMHe- 
Hue 

My3en: 

rinoBflMB - Apxeojiori/mecKi/i 
My3ei/i, 1/lcTopnMecKn My- 
self, My3ew Ha 6b/irapcKO- 
to Bb3pa>KflaHe v\ Haui/io- 
Hanna 6op6a 3a ocbo6o>k- 
AeHne, ETHorpac})CKM My- 
3ei/i, KbLna-My3eii "Xpi/iCTO 
r. AaHOB", flpupoAO-Hay- 
Men Mysei/i, flbpwaBHa xy- 
AO>KecTBeHa ranepi/m 

- AceHOBrpaA - Hcrropi/mec- 
Ki/i My3ei/i, riajieoHTono>KKM 
My3ei/i, XyAO>KecTBeHa ra- 
nepm 

- Kap/IOBO -1/ICTOpHMeCKll 

Myself Kbina-My3ei/i "Ba- 
cuji JleBCKn", XyAO>KecTBe- 
Ha ra;iepM5i 

- Kajioc|)ep - KbLAa-My3GM 
"XpucTO BoTeB" 

- Knucypa - 1/lcTopnMecKn 
My3e\A 

- KpyMOBO - Mysei/i Ha aBna- 
Ui/iflTa 

- riepy 1141/1 14a - 1/lcTopHMecKH 
My3ew 

- ConoT - KbiMa-Mysew 
"1/lBaH Ba30B fl 

- Xt/icapa - ApxeonornMecKM 
My3ei4 

MaHacT^pn: 

- BaMKOBCKM ManacTup 
BaMKOBCKH^T ManacTup e 

BTOpi/lflT no 3Ham/lMOCT Ma- 
HaCTUpCKH KOMn/ieKC B 

Ebjirapi/m cneA Pi/mcKi/m 
MaHacTup. MaHadupbT e 
pa3nono>KeH b cbpueio Ha 

POAOHMTe, B OKOJIHOCTMTe 

Ha ce/io BaMKOBO. Ocho- 
BaH e npes 1083 roAHHa ot 
Tperop^iaH Tperopnoc Ba- 
KypnaHH. B Kpaa Ha 11 BeK 
b ManacTLipa Bb3Hi4KBa 

BaMKOBCKOTO yMMJlULAe n 

AyxoBeH ueHTbp. Be3i4eH- 

H\Aie \AKOHV\ \A CTeHormcM 

3a 3ana3eHM b My3efl. 

- ropHOBOAeHCKH MaHacTHp 

- MyiiAaBCKn MaHadup 

- BenonepKOBCKn MaHadup 









- ConoTCKM MaHacrn/ip 

- KanocftepcKn MaHacm/ip 

Ceni/ima koi/ito npeA/iaraT 
KnwiviaTO- i/i 6anHeoneMeHi/ie: 

Ceno BaHfl, HapeMeHCKH 6aHi/i, 

Xi/icapa 

fleKyBam ce: 

HapeMeHCKH 6am/i - 3axapeH 

fli/ia6eT, apiepi/iariHa xi/inepio- 

Hi/m, c|)yHKi4LioHajiHLi Hapywe- 

h\a9\ Ha ueHTpa/iHaia HepBna 

cucTeMa. 

Xncapa \a ceno BaH* - 3a6o/ifl- 

BaHi/ia Ha 6b6peuuiTe 1/1 OTfleni/i- 

TenHaTa cudeMa, wribMKaTa, 

xpaHOCMHnaTenHaTa ci/tcTeivia - 

H3BGHa 6onecT, xpoHUMeH rac- 

TpUT, KOJ1HT H AP- 



Location - Southern Bulgaria 
Area - 5962.2 sq. km 
Population - 721 905 
Number of municipalities - 16 
Towns and larger population 
centers - Plovdiv, Asenovgrad, 
Kalofer, Karlovo, Sopot, 
Brezowo, Purvomai, Rakovski, 
Perushtitsa, Hissar, 
Stamboliiski, Klissura, Sadovo, 
Saedinenie 

Museums: 

- Plovdiv - Archeological 
Museum, History Museum, 
Museum of the Bulgarian 
Revival and the National 
Liberation Struggles, 
Ethnographic Museum, 
Christo G. Danov House- 
Museum, Natural Sciences 
Museum, State Art Gallery, 

- Asenovgrad - History 
Museum, Paleonthological 
Museum, Art Gallery 

- Karlovo - History Museum, 
Vassil Levski House-Museum, 
Art Gallery 

- Kalofer - Christo Botev 
House-Museum 

- Klissura - Historical Museum 

- Krumovo - Museum of 
Aviation 

- Perushtitsa - History Museum 

- Sopot - Ivan Vazov House- 
Museum 

- Hissar - Archeological 
Museum 

Monasteries: 

- The Bachkovo Monastery - 
the second most important 
monastery after the Rila 
Monastery - was built near the 
village of Bachkovo, in the 
heart of the Rhodopes. It was 




founded in 1083 by the Georgian Gregorios 
Bakuriani. At the end of the 1 1th century, the 
Bachkovo School of learning emerged in the 
monastery. Valuable icons and church plate 
are preserved in the museum. 
Gornovodenski Monastery 
Muldavski Monastery 
Belocherkovski Monastery 
Sopotski Monastery 
Kaloferski Monastery 






SPA RESORTS: 

The village of Bania, the Naretchen Baths, the 
Hissarya Spa Resort 

Treatment of Diabetes mellitus, essential hyper- 
tension, functional disorders of the central 
nervous system. 
Hissarya and the village of Bania 
Treatment of kidney and secretory diseases, 
biliary, gastrointestinal diseases - ulcer, chronic 
gastritis, colitis etc. 



Bachkovo monastery 




The Hissaria Fortress 





The Red Church near Perushtitsa, 6th c. 



HepBeHama qbp/cSa, Hepyimma, VI 0. 
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Pa3nono>KeHi/ie - CeBepon3TOMHa Bb/irapi/m 

rinom* 2637.6 kb.km 

HaceneHVie - 153156 

Bpow oCmmi/ihm -6 

rpaAoee i/i no-roneMi/i Hacenem/i n/iecTa - 

Pasrpafl, i/lcnept/ix, Ky6paT, 3aBeT, U^p Ka/io- 

My3en: 

- Pasrpafl - Hctoph4©ckh Mysew, Xyfld^KecTBe- 
Ha ranepi/m 

- Hcnepi/ix - HcTopi/mecKi/i My3ei/i, ETHorpacf)c- 
Ka FCbLua 

TypMCTwqecKM 3a6ene>KMTenHOCTM: 

- TpaKuiicKa rpo6Hi/iua b 6jih30Ct ao c. CBe- 
Luapn - MOHyivieHT ot CBeTOBHO SHaMeHne 

- Ky/iTOB ueHTbp "fleiviup Ba6a TeKe" 

- B^TbpHaTa Me/iHi/ma b c. Be/ieHUH 



Location - Northeastern Bulgaria 

Area- 2637.6 sq. km 

Population - 153 156 

Number of municipalities - 6 

Towns and larger population centers - 

Razgrad, Isperih, Kb brat, Zavet, Tsar Kaloyan 

\ 
Museums: 

- Razgrad - History (Museum, Art Gallery 

- Isperih - History Museum, Ethnographic 
Hou^e 

Tourist sites: 

- A Thracian king's tomb near the village of 
Sveshtari - a monument of world significance 

- Cult Centre Demir Baba Teke 

|- A windmill in the village of Belentsi 



■ 




PasnonoxceHi/ie - CeBepoi/i3TO<4Ha BbJirapua 

ri/ioiu - 2791.2 KB. KM 

Hace/ieHi/ie - 267618 

Epoi/i 061141/iHi/i - 8 

TpaAOBe i/i no-ro/ieMM Hacenem/i MecTa - Py- 

ce, ABe MornriH, BopoBO, Bana, BeioBO 

Mysei/i: 

- Pyce - UdopimecKn My3ei/i, PlaHTeoH Ha Ha- 
Ui/iOHa/iHOio Bb3pa>KflaHe, KbLAa-My3ei/i "3a- 
xapn Ctoahob", PyceHCKa xyqowecTBeHa ra- 
nepi/m, HaunoHaneH My3ei/i sa TpaHcnopTa i/i 
KOMyHi/iKai4HMTe 

- Bana - BoeHHO-ncTopnMecKn MysePi 

- HBaHOBO - CKajiHi/rre ubpKBin b 6nn30CT no c, 

1/lBaHOBO 

MaHacTi/ipi/i: 

- CKaJlHUTe HbpKBH 

llpes 1979 roAMHa CKajiHi/rre ubpKBi/i ca bkjind- 
venv\ b cni/icbKa Ha KDHECKO Ha npupoAHOTO 
h ncTopimecKOTo HacneACTBO Ha MOBeMecT- 
boto. Te npeflCTaB/iflBaT KOMn/ieKC ot cpefl- 
HOBeKOBHM ubpKBi/i, napaK/incn H MOHaLUeCKl4 
khjii/m n3ceMeHn b KaMeHHOTO Ae4)Mne Ha pe- 
Ka PyceHCKM hom. Ha TOBa ivmcTo e cbLnecT- 
ByBan AyxoeeH i/i khh>kobgh ueHTbp CBbp3aH 
c Be/inKO TbpHoeo. MoHyMeHTme ce HaMn- 
pai Ha okojio 4 Ki/uiOMeTpa ot ce/io 1/lBaHOBO. 

- Becap6oBCKH ManacTi/ip 

- KonpuBeuKU MaHacTup 



Location - Northeastern Bulgaria 

Area -2791.2 sq. km 

Population - 267 618 

Number of municipalities - 8 

Towns and larger population centers - Ruse, 

Dve Mogili, Borovo, Byala, Vetovo 

Museums: 

- Ruse - History Museum, Urban Life Style 
Museum, Pantheon of the National Revival, 
Zakhari Stoyanov House Museum, Ruse Art 
Gallery, National Transportation and 
Communications Museum 

- Byala - Military Historical Museum 

- Ivanovo - Rock Churches near Ivanovo village 

Monasteries: 

- The Rock Churches have been included in 
the world cultural heritage list in 1979. They 
represent a complex of medieval churches, 
chapels and monks cells hewn into the crag- 
gy gorge of the Rusenski Lorn river. On the 
same spot there used to be a literary center 
connected with Veliko Tarnovo. The monu- 
ments are about 4 km away from the village 
of Ivanovo. 

- Besarbovski Rock Monastery 

- Koprivetski Monastery 



Cherven, 

a Medieval town 

and fortress 
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Pa3nojio>KeHi/ie - CeBepon3TOMHa Bvirapi/m 

llnOLM - 2841.9 KB. km 

Hacenem/ie - 142 815 

Epoi/i 061141/mi/i - 7 

TpaAOBe i/i no-rojieMi/i Hacenem/i n/iecTa - Cn- 

nucTpa, A/icfjaTap, Ay/iOBO, TyTpaKaH 

My3en: 

- Cuni/iCTpa - i/lciopi/NecKn Myself, XyAO>KecT- 
BeHa ranepi/m 

- Anc^aTap - l/lcTop^MecKn Mysei/i 

- Cpe6bpHa - HaunoHaneH pesepsaT c My3ei/i 

- TyTpaKaH - I/leTopi/mecKH Myself, My3ei/i "fly- 
HaBCKui pw6onoB V\ Kopa6ocTpoeHe" 

MaHacTi/ipi/i: 

- MaHacTup Bb3HeceHwe TocnoflHe 

- AMfleMupcKi/i MaHadup 

- Ci/iahobckh MaHacTup 



Location - Northeastern Bulgaria 

Area - 2841.9 sq. km 

Population -142 815 

Number of municipalities - 7 

Towns and larger population centers - 

Silistra, Alfatar, Dulovo, Tutrakan 

Museums: 

- Silistra - History Museum, Art Gallery 

- Alfatar - History Museum 

- Srebarna - National Reserve with Museum 

- Tutrakan - History Museum, Danubian Fishing 
and Boat Construction Museum 

Monasteries: 

- Monastery of the Assumption 

- Aiclemirski Monastery 

- Sianovski Monastery 



The Roman town 

of Durostorum, 1st century 



Pumcku apag 
IlypocmopyM, I 8. 
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Zheravna 



MepaBHa 




Pasnonowem/ie - UempanHa Bbnrapi/m 

riiiOLU - 3544.9 KB. KM 

Hace/iem/ie - 220 273 

Epow 061141/iHi/i - 4 

TpaAOBe 1/1 no-rojiewm Hace/iem/i wiecTa - 

CnnBeH, HoBa Saropa, KoTe/i, TBbpA^ua, 

>KepaBHa 

My3en: 

- CnnBeH - McTopuMecKn My3ei/i, Kbma-My- 
3e\A "Xaa>K\A fluMHTbp", My3eiA na reKcmn- 
naia npoMnwneHOCT, XyAOKecTBena rane- 

pi/m "AHMMTbp flo6pOBHM M ^ 

- >KepaBHa - KbLAa-Mysei/i "I/lopAaH I/Iobkob", 
KbLMa-My3ei4 n Hop6afl>Ki4 Pyci/i", Kbma-My- 
3ei4 M CaBa (pM/iapeTOB", Xyflo>KecTBeHa ra- 
jiepufl 

- KoTen - Mysei/i Ha Haui/iOHa/iHOTO Bb3pa>K- 
Aane, npi/ipoAO-HayMeH Mysei/i, i/i3Jio>K6a 
"dapnTe cf)a6pMKM Ha KoTen" 

- MeABeH - Kbma-Mysei/i "3axapM Cto^hob" 

- HoBa 3aropa - i/lciopi/NecKu My3ei/i 

MaHacTi/ipw: 

- l4bpKOB6H Bb3pO>KAeHCKL1 KOMnflGKC B >Ke- 

paBHa 

- MaHacmp CBeia lleTKa 

Cennma kohto npeA/iarar K/ii/iMaTO- m 
6a/iHeoneHeHwe: 

Cjiubghckm MUHepanHM 6aHM 

IleKyBam ce: CTOMaiuHO-qpeBHi/i, w/ibm-in, 

qepHOApo6HH 1/1 6b6peMHO-ypojiornMHi/i 3a6o- 

nn&aHm. 



Location - East Central Bulgaria 

Area - 3544.9 sq. km 

Population - 220 273 

Number of municipalities - 4 

Towns and larger population centers - 

Sliven, Nova Zagora, Kotel, Tvarditsa, 

Zheravna 

Museums: 

- Sliven - History Museum, Hadzhi Dimitar 
House-Museum, Textile Industry Museum, 
Dimitar Dobrovich Art Gallery 

- Zheravna - Yordan Yovkov House-Museum, 
Russi Chorbadzhi House-Museum, "Sava 
Filaretov" House-Museum, Art Gallery 

- Kotel - Museum of the National Revival, 
Natural Sciences Museum, Old Fabrics 
from Kotel Exhibition 

- Medven - Zakhari Stoyanov House-Museum 

- Nova Zagora - History Museum 

Monasteries: 

- National Revival Church Complex in 
Zheravna 

- Sveta Petka Monastery 

SPA RESORTS: 

The Sliven Baths 

Treatment of gastrointestinal, biliary, liver, 

kidney and secretory diseases. 







Pa3nono>KeHi/ie - K3>KHa EwirapHfl 

rinom - 3193.9 kb.km 

Hace/iemie- 140 664 

Bpoi/i oSmwHW - 10 

TpaAOBe i/i no-ro-neivii/i nacenenm wieda 

- Cmojihh, flocnaT, flesnH, MaflaH, 3na- 
TorpaA, HeAe/iMHO, PyAOseM, Henenape, 
KypopieH KOMfineKc riaivinopoBO 

|* My3ei/i: 

fa% - Cmojihh - 1/lcTopnMecKM Mysei/i, XyAO- 
>KecTBeHa ranepi/m, njiaHeiapnyivi 
rv: _ MaAaH - My3ei/i Ha pyAUTe n muhhoto 

\,y* _ Hene/iape - My3ei/i no cnejieojion/m 

Typi/iCTi/mecKi/i 3a6ene>Ki/iTejiHocTi/i: 

- AryweBU KOHauM - apxirreKTypeH n eT- 
Horpac()CKH KOMnneKC b c. Mon/mnua 

- ripi^poAHH 3a6e/ie>Ki/iTenHOCTi/i ot Hauno- 
Ha/iHO sna^eniAe: MynHMTe MOCTOBe (Ep- 
Kionpufl), flroAUHCKaia nemepa, Tpi/ir- 
paACKO >KApe/io c neLAepaia "A^bojicko- 
to rbpjio", flemepaTa "YxjiOBnuia" 

Ceni/ima koi/ito npeflnaraT K/n/iivtaTO- i/i 
6ajiHeojieMeHi^e: 

AeBHH 

IleKyBam ce: 6anecTi/i Ha onopno-ABi/ira- 
TexiHi/m anapaT, CbpAeHHO-ciDAOBi/i, HGBpo- 
nornMHn, ko>khh 3a6o/iflBaHi/m, xnnepTO- 

HUfl l/i pp. 



Location - Southern Bulgaria 
Area -3193.9 sq. km 
Population - 140 664 
Number of municipalities - 10 
Towns and larger population centers - 
Smolyan, Dospat, Devin, Madan, 
Zlatograd, Nedelino, Rudozem, Chepelare, 
Pamporovo Resort 

Museums: 

- Smolyan - History Museum, Art Gallery, 
Planetarium 

- Madan - Museum of Ore-Dressing and 
Mining Industry 

- Chepelare - Museum of Speleology and 
Bulgarian Karst 



Tourist sites: 

- Agushev's Konak - an architectural and 
ethnographic complex with an exhibition 
"Weaving in the Central Rhodope 
Mountain" in the village of Mogilitsa 

- Natural spots of national importance: 
Erkyopriya /Chudnite mostove/, 
Yagodinska cave, Trigradsko Zhdrelo 
/gorge/ with Dyavolskoto gurlo cave, 
Uhlovitsa cave. 

SPA RESORTS: 

Devin 

Treatment of diseases of the locomotory 
system, cardiovascular, neurological, skin 
diseases, hypertension etc. 







Pamporovo 



nawinopo&o 





Zornitsa, Rhodopes 



c. 3opHut4a, Pogonume 







Zornitsa, Rhodopes 



c. 3opHuu,a, Pogonume 










Sofia, 

the House of Parliament 






Cotpun, 

HapogHomo cb6paHue 




Syj 




Boy ana church, 13th c. 



EofiHCKama uibptcBa, XIII 0. 




Pa3nojio>KeHi/ie - Sananna 
Eb/irapi/m 

rifiom - 1194.3 KB. KM 
Hacejiemie - 1 173 811 
BpoM o6iui/ihi/i - 4 
fpaAOBe i/i no-rojieMi/i Ha- 
ceneni/i wiecia - Co4>i/m, Ho- 
bh 1/lcKbp, BaHK^, nai-mape- 

BO 



Mysei/i: 






Co<t>i/m - HajjuoHajieH hcto- 
pi/mecKi/i My3ei/i, Haui/iOHa- 
jieH apxeojiorimecKi/i My- 
3eM, Bo^HCKaia ubpKBa, 
Haui/iOHa/iHa ranepi/m no 
npwjio>KHi/i n3KycTBa, Haian- 
OHarma ra/iepi/m sa ny>K- 
AecTpaHHO M3KycTBO, Ha- 
UMOHaneH e-morpac^CKn 
My3ei/i, HaunoHaneH npi/i- 
poflO-HayHeH My3ei/i, Co- 

(()I/1I/ICKI/I HCTOpMMeCKH My- 

3eM, 06mMHCKa xyao>KecT- 
BeHa ra/iepua, HaunoHa- 
jieH My3ei/i Ha cnopia, My- 
self Ha TeaTbpa, Hau^o- 
Ha/iHa xyflO>KecTBeHa ra/ie- 
pm, KaTeApaneH xpaM 
"CseT\A AneKcaHflbp HeBC- 
ki/i", My3ei/i Ha cbo&meHUfl- 
Ta 







MaHacTi/ipi/i: 

- AparaneBCKM, Bjia,qai/iCKi/i, 
KH^>KeBCKM, noflryMepcKM, 
CecnaBCKi/i, HennHCKM, Me- 

JlOneMeHCKH, Jl03eHCKM, 

fopHo6aHCKM, Aojiho6ot- 

POBCKI4, KOKailflHCKH, Jl03- 

HeHCKn, flonHonacape/ic- 

Kl/I, JlfOJlUHCKM, 1/ljlflHCKL/l, 
YpBULUKI/l 

Ce/ii/ima koi/ito npemiaraT 
K/ii/iMaTO- fi 6ajiHeojiene- 
Hne: 

BaHKfl 

TleKyBam ce: cbpAenHO-cbAO 

bh 3a6ormBaHHfl, 4>yHK!4no- 

HanHn 3a6o/iflBaHi/m na Hep- 

BHaTa cudeMa, 3a6o/iflBa- 

Hi/m Ha o6MAHaTa Ha BeLuec- 

TBaia. 
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Location - Western 
Bulgaria 

Area - 1194.3 sq. km 
Population - 
1 173 811 

Number of municipal- 
ities - 4 

Towns and larger 
population centers - 
Sofia, Novi Iskar, 
Bankya, Pancharevo 

Museums: 

- Sofia - National 
Museum of History, 
National 
Archeological 
Museum, Boyana 
Church National 
Museum, National 
Gallery for Decorative 
Arts, National Gallery g 
for Foreign Art, 
National 
Ethnographic 
Museum, National 
Natural Sciences 
Museum, Sofia 
History Museum, 
Sofia Municipal 
Gallery of Art, 
National Museum of 
Sports, Museum of 
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the Theater Ford and The $*- Alexander Nevski Cathedral 

Bulgaria Museum, 
National Art Gallery, 
Alexander Nevski 
Museum-Crypt, 
National Church 
Historic- 
Archeological 
Museum, Museum of 
Communications 

Monasteries: 

- Dragalevski, 
Vladaiski, 
Kniazhevski, 
Podgumerski, 
Seslavski, Chepinski, 
Chelopechenski, 
Lozenski, 
Gornobogrovski, 
Dolnobogrovski, 
Kokalianski, 
Loznenski, 
Dolnopassarelski, 
Lyulinski, llianski, 
Urvishki 

SPA RESORTS: 

The town of Bankya 
Treatment of cardio- 
vascular, functional 
diseases of the nerv- 
ous system, metabolic 
diseases. 



C8. AAeKcanghp HeBcKU 





s^uyii 



Pa3nojio>KeHi/ie - 3anaAHa Ebjirapi/iH 

nnou; - 7165.5 kb. km 

Hace/iem/ie - 273 882 

Epoii o6ihi/ihh - 21 

TpaAOBe 1/1 no-roneivm Hace/iem/i MecTa - Bo- 

TeBrpafl, Ejimh HejinH, ETponone, HxTHMaH, 

CaMOKOB, KocTeHeu, Ceore, rii/ip^on, 3/iaTnua, 

KonpMBLMi/iua, C/inBHi/iua, KypopieH KOMnjieKC 

BopoBeu 



Mysei/i: 

- BoTeBrpaA - HcTopi/mecKH My3ei/i 

- ETponone - HcTopi/mecKi/i My3ei/i 

- HXTMMaH - 1/ICTOpHMeCKH My3ei/i 

- KonpMBLMMua - My3ei/i "Oc/ieKOBaTa Ktma" 

- ripaBGU - 1/ICTOpi/HeCKl/I My3ew 

- CaMOKOB - HcTopuMecKM My3ei/i, XyAOwecrr- 
BeHa ra/iepi/m 



Manacimpm: 

-ETpononcKVi MaHadup 

ETponone khat MaHacn/ip "BapoBMTeu" ce Ha- 
Mupa b 6/1M30CT flo ETponone. Tom e ocho- 
saH npe3 12 BeK 1/1 e eni/m ot nai/i-Ba>KHHTe 
AyxoBHi/i ueHTpoBe b ceBepHa Eb/irapi/m no 
BpeMe Ha TypcKOTO po6ctbo npe3 16-17 BeK. 
B MaHacTi/ipa Bb3HHKBa EipononcKaTa khi/i- 
>KOBHa LUKona. MaHacTi/ipbp e yKpuBa/i Ba- 
cuji JleBCKn n flpyrn peBO/nomioHepi/i. 

- KypH/iOBCKH, BpaMeujKH, E/iewHHLUKi/i, flon- 
Ho6aHCKn, Ajihhckm, BaKapencKi/i, flo/iHo6e- 
luobhlliki/i, BoTeBrpaflCKH, FlpaBeLUKi/i, I/Ick- 
peLJKl/l, 3jiaTHLUKM, ropHOBaci/mnLUKu 

Ceni/itua koi/ito npeflnaraT miMMaTO- 1/1 6a/i- 
HeojieneHi/ie: 

c. KocTeHei4 

IleKyBam ce: 3a6o/iflBaHi/m Ha onopHO-flBura- 

Te/iHUfl anapaT, HepBHn v\ mneKonornMHu 3a- 

6onflBaHHfl. 



Location - Western Bulgaria 

Area - 7165.5 sq. km 

Population - 273 882 

Number of municipalities - 21 

Towns and larger population centers - 

Botevgrad, Elin Pelin, Etropole, Ihtiman, 

Samokov, Kostenets, Svoge, Pirdop, Zlatitsa, 

Koprivshtitsa, Slivnitsa, Borovets Resort 

Museums: 

- Botevgrad - History Museum 

- Etropole - History Museum 

- Ihtiman - History Museum 

- Koprivshtitsa - Oslekov's House 

- Pravets - History Museum 

- Samokov - History Museum, Art Gallery 

Monasteries: 

- The Varovitets Monastery, near Etropole was 
founded in the 12th century and was the most 
important center of learning in the northern 
Bulgarian lands during the Turkish rule in the 
16th - 17th century. The Etropole Scriptorium 
emerged in the monastery. The monastery 
was a place where the Levski and other revo- 
lutionaries hid. 

- Kurilovski, Vracheshki, Eleshnishki, 
Dolnobanski, Alinski, Vakarelski, 
Dolnobeshovishki, Botevgradski, Praveshki, 
Iskretski, Zlatishki, Strupetski, 
Gornovassilishki. 

SPA RESORTS: 

The village of Kostenetz 
Treatment of diseases of the locomotory sys- 
tem, neurological and gynecological diseases. 
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The Cathedral of Shipka XpaM-nawiemHUK, c. LUuriKa 



Tne 
monu- 
ment on 
mount 
Shipka 



Bpbx 
LUunKa 




Pa3nono>KehMe - KD>KHa Bb/irapua 

rinoLij - 5152 kb.km. 

Hace/iem/ie - 372 849 

Epoi/i 061141/iHi/i - 11 

TpaAoee v\ no-roxieMi/i HaceneHi/i wiecTa - 

CTapa 3aropa, Ka3aHJibK, naeen BaHa, Mbr- 

jii/i>k, PaflHeBo, HupnaH, LLInnKa 

My3ei/i: 

- CTapa 3aropa - 1/lGTopvmecKn Myself, Xyflo- 
wecTBeHa ranepufl 

- KasaHjTbK - 1/lcTopi/iHecKi/i My3ei/i "1/IcKpa", 
riaBUJiMOH Ha 4>i/i3t4unTe, My3ei4 Ha posaia, 
TpaKMMCKaTa rpo6Hnua, XyAO>KecTBeHa ra- 
nepi/m 

- PaflHeBo - Apxeo/iornMecKH My3ei/i, Xyflo- 
>KecTBeHa rajiepi/isi 

- HupnaH - 1/lcTopnMecKH Myseti, Kbma-Mysei/i 
'Tlei/io ^BopoB", XyflO>KecTBeHa ranepi/ifl 

- LUunKa - HaunoHa/ieH napK-My3ei/i "lilnnKa- 
Bysjiyfl^a" 

MaHacTup^: 

- Mbrnn>KKM MaHadMp 

- Ka3aHJi-bLUKn MaHadnp 

- MnpnaHCKM MaHacTMp 

Cejiwma koi/ito npejyiaraT Kni/in/raTo- i/i 6an- 
HeojieneHwe: 

FlaBeri 6aHH, daposaropcKH MUHepariHH 6a- 

Hl/I, 

JleKyBam ce: Bb3nani/nre/iHi/i ciaBHi/i sa6ojifl- 
sani/m, HepBHn m ruHeKonornMHH 3a6o;iflBa- 

Hl/lfl, 3a60JlflBaHI/m Ha rpb6HaMHH?l M03bK, CbC- 

TOJRHUfl cnefl npeKapaHn TpaBMaTi/NHH yBpe>K- 
AaHi/m Ha onopHO-flBuraTejiHn^ anapar. 



Location - Southern Bulgaria 

Area - 5152 sq. km 

Population -372 849 

Number of municipalities - 1 1 

Towns and larger population centers - Sfara 

Zagora, Kazanluk, Pavel Banya, Muglizh, 

Radnevo, Chirpan, Shipka 

Museums: 

- Stara Zagora - History Museum, Art Gallery 

- Kazanluk - Iskra History Museum, Pavillion of 
Physics, Museum of the Rose, The Thracian 
Tomb, Art Gallery 

- Radnevo - Archeological Museum, Art Gallery 

- Chirpan - History Museum, Peyo Yavorov 
House-Museum, Art Gallery 

- Shipka-Buzludzha National Park-Museum 

Monasteries: 

- Muglizhki Monastery 

- Kazanluski Monastery 

- Chirpanski Monastery 

SPA RESORTS: 

Pavel Bania, Stara Zagora Baths 
Treatment of inflammatory diseases of the 
joints, neurological and gynecological dis- 
eases, spinal cord diseases, post traumatic 
conditions of the locomotory system. 









Pa3nono>KeHi/ie - CeBepoi/i3TOHHa Bbnrapna 

rinom- 2560.2 kb.km. 

Hacejiem/ie - 138 703 

Epoi/i o6lhi/ihi/i - 6 

rpaAOBe i/i no-rojiewii/i Hacenemi n/iecTa - 

TbproBMme, Ahtohobo, OMypTar, Jlo3Hi4u,a, 

nonoBO 

My3en: 

TbproBHLue - HcTopuMecKH Mysei/i, XyflowecT- 

BeHa rajiepi/ia "Hi^Kona MapuHOB" 
OiviypTar - 1/lcTopi/mecKi/i My3ei/i 
nonoBO - McTopMMecKn Mysei/i 

MaHacmpi/i: 

CKa/ieH MaHacTwp ot 10 BeK b 6jii/i30ct 
flo c. KpenMa 



Location - Northeastern Bulgaria 
Area - 2560.2 sq. km 
Population - 138 703 
Number of municipalities - 6 
Towns and larger population centers 
Targovishte, Antonovo, Omurtag, 
Loznitsa, Popovo 

Museums: 

- Targovishte - History Museum, Nikola 
Marlnov Art Gallery 

- Omurtag - History Museum 

- Popovo - History Museum 



Monasteries: 

- Rock monastery from the 10th century near 
the village of Krepcha. 
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Pa3nono>KeHne - K)ron3TOMHa Eb/irapi'm 
rinom - 5539 kb.km 
Hacenem/ie - 279067 
Epon o6lmi/ihi/i - 11 

rpafloee i/i no-ro/ieMi/i Hace/ietm MecTa - 
XacKOBO, fluMMTpoBrpafl, l/lBai/inoBrpaA, Cbl/i- 
neHrpaA, Ci/iMeoHOBrpaA, XapMaani/i, Tono- 
noBrpafl, Mepi/mnepn, MaA>Kapoeo, Jlto6i/iMei4 

My3en: 

XacKOBO - 1/lcTopnMecKn Myself, Kbma-My3ei/i 
"AceH 3naTapoB M , XyAo>KecTBeHa ranepua 

AuMMTpoBrpaA - HcTopi/mecKi/i iviyseii, XyAO- 
>KecTBeHa ranepi/m, Kbina-My3ei/i 'TleHbo fle- 
HeB" 

Manacii/ipi/i: 

- I/lBai/moBrpaACKi/i MaHacmp 

- YCTpeMCKM MaHacTup 

- KaTOJii/iMecKn MaHacTi/ip b FloKpoBaH 

- I/Icjiamcki/i MaHacTup "OcMaH 5a6a TeKe" 

Cenvmxa koi/ito npeAJiarar Kjii/iwiaTO- w 6a/i- 
HeoneMeMwe: 

c. Mi/mepa/iHi/i 6aHi4 

fleKyBam ce: 3a6o;iflBaHi/m Ha onopHO-ABi/ira- 
TejiHMA anapaT, ocTaTbMHn HBJieHna c/iefl Bb3- 
na/inTe/iHH n TpaBMaTHMHi/i yBpe>KAaHi/m Ha 
rpb6HaHHM^ CTbn6 \a nepnc))epHaTa nepBHa 
cudeivia, ruHeKonornMHn n cbAOBn 3a6o/ifiBa- 

HHfl. 



Location - Southeastern Bulgaria 
Area - 5539 sq. km 
Population - 279067 
Number of municipalities - 11 
Towns and larger population centers - 
Haskovo, Dimitrovgrad, Ivailovgrad, 
Svilengrad, Simeonovgrad, Harmanli, 
Topolovgrad, Merichleri, Madzharovo, 
Lyubimets 

Museums: 

- Haskovo - History Museum, Asen Zlatarov 
House-Museum, Art Gallery 

- Dimitrovgrad - History Museum, Art Gallery, 
Penyo Penev House-Museum 

Monasteries: 

- Ivailovgradski Monastery 

- Ustremski Monastery 

- Catholic Monastery in Pokrovan 

- Osman Baba Teke (shrine) 

SPA RESORTS: 

The village of Mineralni Bani 
Treatment of diseases of the locomotory sys- 
tem, traumatic and inflammatory diseases of 
the locomotory system and diseases of the 
peripheral nervous system, gynecological and 
vascular diseases. 
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PasnonoKeHwe - l/ISTOMHa Bb/irapufl 

rinom - 3390.2 kb.km 

Hace/iem/ie - 205 1 98 

Bpoii o6tunHM - 10 

rpaAoee v\ no-ronewii/i Hacenem/i wieda - 

LUyMeH, Be/iMKH npec/ias, Hobw fla3ap, Dnwc- 

Ka, KaojinHoao, Kacni/maH, Bbp6i/ma 

My 3 en: 

- LUyMeH - 1/lcTopnMecKn iviysevi, Apxeonorn- 
MecKM pe3epeaT "lUyivieHCKa KpenocT", Kb- 
ma-My3et4 "flai/iow KowyT", XyAo>KecTBeHa 
ra/iepi/m, My3ei/i no KOHeBbfldBo 

- Beni/iKi/i UpecnaB - ApxeonorMMecKH Mysei/i 

- MaAapa - Ham/ioina/mo \ACTopv\^ecK]A \a apxe- 
o/iornMecKn pe3epBaT 'TlnncKa" 

- Hobi/i Ila3ap - XyAO>KecTBeHa ranepua 

MaHacTwpw: 

- 3jiaTapeBCKt4 ManacTnp 

- npecnaBCKH MaHacTwp 

r KaTOJinMecKH MaHactwp b UapeB 6poA 



Location - Eastern Bulgaria 

Area- 3390.2 sq. km 

Population -205 198 

Number of municipalities - 10 

Towns and larger population centers - 

Shoumen, Veliki Preslav, Novi Pazar, Pliska, 

Kaolinovo, Smiadovo, Kaspichan, Varbitsa 

Museums: 

- Shoumen - Historical Museum, Shoumen 
Fortress Archeological Reserve, Lajos 
Kossuth House-Museum, Art Gallery, 
Museum of Buffalo and Horse-breeding 

- Veliki Preslav - Archeological Museum 

- Madara - National Historical and 
Archeological Reserve Madara 

-Pliska - National Historical and Archeological 
Reserve Pliska 

- Novi Pazar - Art Gallery 

Monasteries: 

- Zlatarevski Monastery 

- Preslavski Monastery 

- Catholic Monastery at Tsarev Brod 
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MVHa UKO,. 

Cmpa$mjk}k$m 



The Palace in the 
town of Preslav 



flBopeiibm 
B flpecAaB 




Round Church in Preslav 



flpecAaB, Kpb8Aama ytpfcfla 
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PaanonoMem/ie - KDron3TOMHa Bwirapwa 

nnom - 3355.5 kb.km 

Hace/iem/ie - 156 631 

Epoi/i o6miflHi/i - 5 

TpaAOBe i/i no-roneivii/i Hace/iem/i wiecTa - 

flwi6oji, Ejixobo, EonapoBO, dpa/iAwa 

My3en: 

- 9\u6on - 1/lcTopi/NecKn My3ei/i, XyAQ>KecTBeHa 
rajiepi/m 

- Ejixobo -ETHorpacj)CK^ My3ei/i 

MaHacnipn: 

- MaHacTup "AneKcaHAbp HeBCKu" 



Location - Southeastern Bulgaria 
Area - 3355.5 sq. km 
Population - 156 631 
Number of municipalities - 5 
Towns and larger population centers 
Yambol, Elhovo, Bolyarovo, Straldzha 

Museums: 

- Yambol - History Museum, 
Art Gallery 

- Elhovo - Ethnographical Museum 

Monasteries: 

- Alexander Nevski Monastery 









Kbgemo u ga erne, 

KakBomo u ga npaBume, 

3FIAA AAuaHu EfoAzapua e BuHaeu Ha Bauia cmpaHa 



Tlpegu3BukameAcnnBomo ga noe/v\etu puck, koaamo Hflkou me nogkpera, e3apagu 
MyBcmBomo Ha cuaypHOcm! AAuaHu BbAaapuq npegAaaa cbBpeMeHHu '■.."'.'.'.'"..' 
3acmpaxoBameAHu npogykmu, cbo6pa3emj c MeigyHapogHume cmaHgapmu: - 

► ABoHaMeHmHa mypucmuMecka 3acmpaxoBka - 3a My>kgecmpaHHu 

/ mypucmu Ha mepumopuqma Ha BbAaapua u 3a 6bAaapcku apaigaHu, .-■■"'>' 
nbmyBamu B My>k5uHa; 

► lloMom npu nbmyBaHe - 3a nbmyBaHUA B My>k5uHa; 

► floAAom npu nbmyBaHe - ABnnoacucmaHC - 3a mepumopuqma Ha BbAaapua; 

► 3AonoAyka B qy>k6uHa - 3a nbmyBaHua B qy>k6uHa; 

► 3AonoAyka Ha mypucmu u aocmu npu npecmoa um B mypucmuMecku 
oBekmu; 

► OmaoBopHOcm Ha xomeAuepu. 

3acmpaxoBameAHo u npe3acmpaxoBameAHo gpyiecmBo AAuaHu BbAaapuq e aapaHm 
3a Bawemo cuaypHO u cnokoQHO nbmyBaHe go Bcaka moMka na cBema. 
Hue ocuzypflBaMe geHOHomno 3akpuAa 3a Bac u He no3BoAflBa/v\e Ha pucka ga noMpayu 
Baiuume He3a6paBu/v\u npe>kuBgBaHUfl. 

HacAageme ce Ha cBoemo nbmyBaHe, noMuBka u ekckyp3ua. . 



Kbgemo u ga erne, 

KakBomo u ga Bu ce CAyMu, 

3I1AA AAuaHu BbAaapua cbc cBoume napmHbopu me Bu oka>ke Heo6xogu/v\ama 



noMoiu. 



Coapufl 1504, dua. AoHgykoB N e 59; meA. 464149, qbakc 9819832 
www.allianz.bg 



NATIONAL MUSEUM OF HISTORY 

SOFIA 1618 - BOYANA, 16 VITOSHKO LALE str., tel.:(++359 2) 955 42 90, fax: (++359 2) 955 76 02 

e-mail: NIM@einet.bg 
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